
VMGA 	  Minutes 	  A ug 	  2 0 0 8 	  –	   J un	  2 0 0 9 	  

A ugus t 	  9 ,	  2 0 0 8 	  

Oc tober	  1 1 ,	  2 0 0 8 	   [ p.	  1 0 ] 	  

December	  1 3 ,	  2 0 0 8 	   [ p.	  2 2 ] 	  

February 	  1 4 ,	  2 0 0 9 	   [ p.	  3 4 ] 	  

A pril	   1 8 ,	  2 0 0 9 	   [ p.	  4 6 ] 	  

J une	  1 9 ,	  2 0 0 9 	   [ p.	  5 8 ] 	  

A nnual	  Meet ing 	   J une	  2 0 ,	  2 0 0 9 	   [ p.	  6 5 ] 	  

	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Associat ion, 	   Inc. 	  

Bi-‐Monthly	  Board	  Meeting	   	  
August	  9, 	  2008	  

Prince	  Wil l iam	  (Draft) 	  

Attendance:	   	  
( Amhers t ,	  Campbell,	   L ynchburg ) 	   	  Deb	  S t raw;	  K aren	  S ac asky ;	   	   ( A rling ton/ A lexandria) 	  

J oe	  K elly ;	   	   ( Bedford) 	  A nn	  and	  S him	  Zudekoff;	   ( Chesapeake) 	  Pinky 	  Derieux;	   ( 	  
Ches terf ield) 	   L ynne	  Foote;	   ( Fairfax) 	  Georg e	  Graine;	   	   ( Fauquier) 	   J im	  S c ibek;	   ( Glouces ter) 	  
Bonnie	  Bernard;	   ( Green	  S pring ) 	   J oan	  Ric hards ;	   	   ( Hanover) 	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  Cheri	  
Hag g erty ;	   	   ( J ames 	  C ity 	  County /Williamsburg ) 	   J im	  and	  Nelda	  Pres s ly ,	   	   S usan	  
Giandomenico;	   	   ( L ouisa) 	  T ina	  Chalekie;	   	   ( Prince	  Georg e) 	  Chery l	   S ebera;	   ( Prince	  William) 	  
J anet 	  and	  B ill	   S c ot t ,	   	  Pat 	  and	  Frank	  Reilly ,	   L es lie	  Paulsen;	   (Newport 	  News ) 	  Peg g y 	  Fox ,	   	  
A nita	  Smith;	   	   ( Northern	  Nec k) 	  Edward	  Munns ,	   J ulie	  Denny ;	   ( Roc kbridg e) 	   	   T ed	   J enks ,	  

Dav id	  Minns ;	   	   ( V irg inia	  Beach) 	   J im	  and	  Mary 	  A nn	  K inc aid,	   Fran	  S helton,	  Bet ty 	  V illers ;	  
( V T / V CE) 	  Dave	  C lose.	   	   	  

Cal l 	   to	  Order	  –	   	  
Pres ident 	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	   c alled	   the	  meet ing 	   to	  order	  at 	  1 0 :0 0 am	   	  

Introductions	  
J anet 	  S cot t 	   the	  VMGA 	  Rep	   from	  Prince	  William	  welcomed	  everyone	  and	  explained	   that 	  
mos t 	  of 	   the	  Prince	  William	  MGs 	  were	  volunteering 	  at 	  a	   larg e	  prog ram	   in	   the	   teaching 	  
g arden	  and	  were	  part ic ipat ing 	   in	   the	  Prince	  William	  County 	  Fair	   today .	   	   S he	   int roduced	  
L es lie	  Paulsen,	  Pres ident 	  of 	   the	  Prince	  William	  Mas ter	  Gardeners .	   	   T he	  Prince	  William	  
MGs ’	  are	  a	  very 	  ac t iv e	  g roup	  of 	  1 5 0 	  members 	  volunteering 	   in	   several	  prog rams 	  with	  
the	  area	   farmers 	  markets 	   inc luding 	  plant 	  a	   row,	   the	   teaching 	  g arden	  and	   several	   s c hool	  

prog rams .	  T he	  Great 	  S c apes 	  Prog ram	   is 	   v ery 	  popular	  and	  adv ises 	  homeowners 	  on	  
s tart ing 	  and	  maintaining 	   lawn	  prog rams .	   	   	  



T he	  board	   int roduced	   themselves 	  as 	  well	   as 	  each	  at tendee.	  

Minutes	  –	  Christy	  Brennan	  
T he	   J une	  2 0 0 8 	  minutes 	  were	  ac cepted	  as 	   submit ted	  and	  pos ted	  on	   the	  VMGA 	  web	  

s ite.	  

	  
Treasurer’s 	  Report	  –	  Bi l l 	  Scott 	  
Bill	  presented	  the	  treasurer's	  report	  and	  discussed	  the	  new	  format	  which	  shows	  the	  balance,	  a	  new	  
fund-‐raising	  inventory	  section,	  expenses,	  assets,	  lifetime	  memberships,	  CD	  activity,	  and	  liabilities.	  	  The	  
monies	  colleted	  from	  the	  Silent	  Auction	  at	  MG	  College	  went	  directly	  to	  the	  Endowment	  and	  did	  not	  
show	  in	  the	  Treasurer's	  report.	  	  The	  treasurer’s	  report	  will	  be	  filed	  for	  audit.	  	  (The	  report	  is	  attached).	  	  
	  
COMMITTEE	  REPORTS	  
	  

Education	  -‐ 	  Fran	  Shelton, 	  Pinky	  Derieux, 	  Co-‐Chairs 	  
Fran	   reminded	  everyone	  of 	   the	   fall	  prog ram	  at 	  Mount 	  V ernon	  on	  Friday 	  9 / 1 9 / 0 8 .	  T here	  
will	  be	  a	   lec ture	  and	   tour	  of 	   the	  g rounds 	  c ons is t ing 	  of 	  approx imately 	  3 	  hours 	  of 	  
c ont inuing 	  educat ion	  hours 	   if 	   approved	  by 	  your	  ag ent 	  or	   c oordinator	   	  Current ly 	   there	  
are	  only 	   two	  persons 	   s ig ned	  up	   for	   the	  event .	   	  Reservat ion	   forms 	  are	  available	   for	  Reps 	  
to	   take	  bac k	   to	   the	  unit s .	  We	  will	  need	  at 	   leas t 	  2 8 	  people	   c onfirmed	   to	  at tend.	  MG	  

V olunteers 	  with	  pas ses 	  have	  been	  waved	   the	   reg is t rat ion	   fee.	   	   T he	   fee	   is 	  $ 2 0 .0 0 	   for	  
VMGA 	  Members 	  and	  $ 3 0 .0 0 	   for	  non	  members .	   	   T he	  c ommit tee	   is 	   somewhat 	  
dis courag ed	   that 	   the	   t ime	  and	  effort 	   to	  plan	   such	  a	  prog ram	  does 	  not 	   c orrespond	   to	  
the	   interes t 	  or	  at tendance.	   	  

Newsletter	  –	  Cheri 	  Haggerty	   	  
Cheri	  announced	  that	  Peggy	  Fox	  (Newport	  News)	  has	  agreed	  to	  become	  the	  newsletter	  content	  editor;	  
she	  will	  work	  with	  the	  newsletter	  committee	  consisting	  of	  Dawn	  Loudon,	  Tom	  Bolt,	  and	  Cheri	  Haggerty.	  	  
	  
Membership	  –	  Mary	  Ann	  Kincaid, 	  Chair 	   	  
A s 	  of 	  A ug us t 	  8 ,	   there	  are	  5 1 3 	  members 	  of 	   the	  V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  A s soc iat ion.	   	  
Of 	   these,	  3 4 4 	  are	  A c t ive	  members ;	  8 	  are	  A ux iliary 	  members ;	  and	  1 6 1 	  are	   L ifet ime	  

members .	   	   1 3 0 	  members 	  have	  not 	   renewed,	  Mary 	  A nn	  has 	  a	   lis t 	  of 	   the	  members 	  which	  
have	  not 	   re-‐newed	   for	  each	   rep.	   to	   take	  bac k	   to	   their	  unit .	  

Communication/Unit 	  Support	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	   	  
Unit 	  Support	  
Members :	  Pat 	  Reilly ,	  K aren	  S ac asky ,	  K erry 	  Goldmeyer,	  Pinky 	  Derieux ,	  Cheri	  Hag g erty 	  
and	  Frank	  Reilly 	  and	  whoever	  else	  we	  need.	   	   	  

1 . We	  were	  approached	   for	   informat ion	  c oncerning 	  ac t iv it ies 	   in	  a	   loc al	  unit 	  
after	   the	   los s 	  of 	   their	  ag ent 	  and	  coordinator.	  

2 . A 	  new	  Unit 	  Off ic er	  asked	  us 	  about 	  5 0 1 c 	   ( 3 ) 	   s tatus ,	   applic at ion	  procedure,	  
and	   reason	   to	  apply .	  



Communication	  Committee	  
Members:	  	  Cheri	  Haggerty,	  Kathryn	  Debnar,	  Shelby	  Snyder,	  Betty	  Truax,	  Tom	  Bolt,	  Paul	  Campbell,	  
George	  Alapas,	  Bob	  Schmidt,	  and	  Chair	  Frank	  Reilly	  and	  whomever	  else	  we	  can	  get.	  	  	  

1. Since	  the	  June	  regularly	  scheduled	  meeting	  there	  have	  been	  1561	  visitors	  to	  VMGA.net.	  	  
However,	  they	  visited	  11748	  pages	  or	  about	  7.5	  pages	  per	  visit	  to	  our	  site.	  

2. We	  had	  17	  visitors	  from	  Hungary,	  4	  from	  the	  Philippines,	  2	  each	  from	  Israel,	  France	  and	  
Vietnam,	  and	  at	  least	  one	  person	  is	  not	  helping	  to	  get	  ready	  for	  the	  Olympics	  in	  China	  
because	  they	  visited	  us	  as	  well.	  	  Twenty	  of	  our	  visitors	  stayed	  for	  more	  than	  an	  hour!	  

3. Nearly	  all	  of	  our	  visitors	  visit	  the	  front	  page	  during	  their	  stay.	  	  On	  average	  for	  every	  100	  who	  
enter	  the	  site	  through	  only	  35	  leave.	  	  The	  rest	  visit	  someplace	  else	  on	  the	  site.	  	  This	  makes	  it	  
a	  very	  productive	  place	  to	  make	  announcements,	  and	  is	  why	  most	  new	  stuff	  gets	  mentioned	  
there.	  

4 . T he	  mos t 	  popular	  pag es 	   in	   the	   las t 	   three	  months 	  have	  been	   the	   front 	  pag e,	  
Useful	   L inks ,	  Calendar,	  off ic ers ,	  membership,	  and	   resources .	   	   T his 	   is 	   the	   f irs t 	  
report 	   I	  have	  made	  where	   the	  Hort 	  Updates 	  have	   fallen	   from	   the	   top	  1 0 ,	  and	  
it 	  mig ht 	  be	  because	  we	  haven’t 	  updated	   them	   in	  about 	  5 	  years !	   	  We	  could	  
use	  an	  earnes t 	   sole	   to	   take	   that 	  on	  as 	  a	  projec t ...	   	   	  

5 . We	  need	  pic tures 	   from	  MG	  Colleg e	   so	   that 	  we	  c an	  beg in	   to	  produce	   the	  MG	  
Colleg e	   rec ruit ing 	  pag e	   for	  next 	  year	   in	   t ime	   for	  a	  December	  pos t ing .	  
	  

F inance	  Committee	  –	  Ted	  Jenks, 	  Chair 	  
The	  Budget	  for	  2008	  was	  submitted	  and	  approved	  at	  Master	  Gardener	  College.	  The	  VA	  Tech	  Foundation	  
suggested	  that	  VMGA	  and	  Individual	  units	  set	  up	  accounts	  with	  VA	  Tech.	  	  Units	  have	  until	  June,	  2009	  to	  
waive	  the	  7%	  initial	  fee.	  	  Ted	  recommends	  that	  we	  research	  if	  this	  is	  beneficial	  to	  the	  organization	  or	  
not.	  Questions	  about	  fees,	  transaction	  limits	  and	  the	  turnaround	  time	  for	  transactions	  were	  raised.	  	  Ted	  
asked	  that	  members	  submit	  concerns	  to	  his	  committee	  and	  he	  will	  research	  and	  bring	  the	  information	  
back	  to	  the	  group.	  	  

Special 	  Committees	  

Coordinator	  Endowment-‐	  Kathryn	  Debnar, 	   	  Chair 	  
Kathryn	  was	  not	  present.	  Leslie	  Paulsen	  reported	  $4,300	  was	  collected	  from	  the	  Silent	  Auction.	  She	  
requested	  a	  receipt	  from	  the	  Endowment	  /Dawn	  Lerch	  to	  complete	  our	  records.	  We	  will	  need	  to	  have	  a	  
financial	  break	  out	  of	  funds	  listing	  separately	  monies	  from	  the	  Silent	  Auction	  contribution	  and	  the	  sale	  
of	  wine	  glasses	  and	  books.	  	  	  

VGIC	  –Cheri 	  Haggerty	  
This	  year	  is	  the	  VMGA	  trial	  year	  of	  Membership	  in	  the	  Va	  Green	  Industry	  Council,	  they	  invited	  us	  to	  join	  
due	  to	  our	  reputation	  and	  volunteerism.	  VGIC	  donates	  all	  of	  the	  plant	  material	  to	  the	  State	  Fair	  and	  
sponsors	  the	  Fair	  Plant	  Sale.	  	  

	  The	  next	  event	  will	  be	  held	  in	  Richmond	  Sept	  20th	  in	  the	  Science	  and	  Children’s	  Museum	  Parking	  lot-‐	  a	  
good	  central	  location.	  	  VMGA	  will	  participate	  by	  having	  an	  educational	  booth.	  Lots	  of	  public	  education	  
and	  well	  known	  speakers	  will	  be	  at	  this	  event.	  Cheri	  will	  be	  sending	  out	  information	  for	  volunteers	  to	  
participate.	  	  	  

Search	  for	  Excel lence-‐	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Chair 	  
Members:	  	  Angela	  Cingale	  and	  Bud	  Foster	  
"Brag	  Boards”	  -‐	  	  a	  tool	  for	  units	  to	  brag	  on	  their	  most	  successful	  projects.”	  	  Every	  unit	  is	  encouraged	  to	  
participate	  at	  MG	  College.	  	  The	  Sustainable	  Landscape	  Management	  Categories	  for	  awards	  are;	  



Environmental	  Stewardship,	  Working	  with	  Youths,	  Value	  of	  the	  Landscape,	  Food	  &	  Nutrition,	  Overall	  
Quality	  of	  Life.	  	  It	  was	  suggested	  that	  the	  project	  be	  chosen	  well	  in	  advance	  of	  June	  to	  start	  putting	  the	  
information	  together	  early.	  Displays	  can	  also	  be	  used	  at	  local	  and	  state	  fairs	  and	  should	  contain	  all	  the	  
information	  to	  include	  the	  SLM	  criteria.	  	  

The	  committee	  would	  like	  to	  submit	  its	  first	  proposal	  to	  add	  to	  the	  definition	  stated	  above.	  	  

	  Purpose	  of	  Brag	  Boards	  is	  to	  showcase	  the	  types	  of	  public	  education	  performed	  by	  a	  unit,	  a	  tool	  for	  
units	  to	  share	  the	  success	  and	  stories	  of	  their	  projects.	  The	  committee	  has	  proposed	  several	  changes	  in	  
the	  competition.	  These	  include:	  a	  focus	  on	  one	  project,	  completion	  of	  a	  standard	  form	  and	  to	  tailor	  the	  
exhibit	  as	  a	  mini	  handbook	  which	  can	  be	  used	  a	  model	  and	  training	  tool	  for	  other	  units	  to	  start	  similar	  
projects.	  The	  committee	  encourages	  units	  to	  share	  in	  projects	  that	  were	  unsuccessful	  to	  help	  educate	  
other	  units	  on	  the	  challenges	  with	  certain	  projects.	  

Units	  will	  be	  allowed	  to	  submit	  Brag	  Boards	  at	  MG	  College.	  	  Awards	  will	  be	  given	  to	  those	  units	  
completing	  the	  requirements	  

	  If	  the	  units	  follow	  the	  proposed	  guidelines	  and	  complete	  the	  new	  form,	  the	  project	  could	  be	  submitted	  
to	  the	  national	  and	  international	  competition	  with	  few	  changes	  

The	  committee	  recommendations	  were	  read	  out	  aloud,	  sparking	  a	  lively	  discussion.	  It	  was	  suggested	  
that	  the	  committee’s	  recommendations	  be	  posted	  as	  a	  draft	  and	  open	  for	  review	  until	  the	  next	  meeting.	  
(The	  draft	  will	  be	  sent	  to	  all	  the	  unit	  reps).	  

It	  was	  recommended	  that	  the	  final	  draft	  be	  made	  available	  to	  units,	  on	  the	  web	  and	  in	  the	  newsletter	  
for	  a	  timely	  notification	  prior	  to	  MG	  College.	  

P. 	  Diane	  Relf 	  Scholarship	  Endowment	  –	  George	  Graine, 	   	  Chair 	  

T he	  commit tee	   submit ted	  many 	  applic at ions 	   to	   c oordinators 	  and	   spent 	  a	  g reat 	  deal	  of 	  
t ime	   informing 	  all	  members 	  and	  unit s 	  of 	   the	  proces s 	  and	  availibit it y 	  of 	   s c holarships 	   for	  
Mas ter	  Gardener	  Colleg e.	  T he	   result s 	  were	  disappoint ing 	  and	  were	  not 	   representat ive	  of 	  
the	   t ime	  and	  effort 	  of 	   the	  c ommit tee,	  only 	  1 8 	  applic at ions 	  were	   submit ted	  –	  one	  was 	  
submit ted	   improperly 	  and	  one	  was 	  non-‐elidg ible.Out 	  of 	   the	  1 6 	  applic at ions ,	  9 	  were	  

VMGA 	  members .	   	   T his 	  was 	   les s 	   than	  2 5% 	  of 	   the	  unit s 	  part ic ipat ing 	   in	   this 	  benefit .	   	  
Based	  on	   the	   lac k	  of 	   reponse	  Georg e	   reocommended	   that 	  we	  dec ide	   if 	   the	   s cholarship	  
fund	   is 	  worth	   the	   t ime	  and	  effort 	   to	   c ont inue.	  He	   is 	  not 	   c ons idering 	   c ont inuing 	   to	  be	  
the	  c hair	  of 	   the	  c ommit tee	   for	  next 	   year,	   as 	   this 	   years 	   c ommit tee	  has 	  performed	   the	  
requirements .	   	  A 	  dis cus s ion	   inc luded	   the	   reading 	  of 	  a	   thank	  you	  note	   from	  one	  of 	   this 	  
y ears 	   rec ipiants 	   s ay ing 	   that 	   she	  would	  not 	  have	  g one	   to	  MG	  Colleg e	  without 	   the	  help	  of 	  
the	  award.	   	  

	   T ed	   J enks 	  ment ioned	   it 	  would	  be	  nic e	   to	  determine	  what 	  % 	  of 	  unit s 	  which	  at tended	  
MG	  Colleg e	  had	  a	   s c holarship	  winner	  would	  bet ter	   represent 	   the	  benefit s 	  used.	  T he	  
mot ion	  was 	  made	  by 	  T ed	   J enks 	   to	  T hank	  Georg e	   for	   c omplet ing 	  a	  ext remely 	  hard	   job	  
and	  we	  apprec iated	  all	  of 	  his 	  hard	  work,	  we	  ac cept 	  his 	   res ig nat ion	  but 	  will	  not 	   follow	  

the	  c ommit tees 	   recommendat ion	   to	  dis solve	   the	   s cholarships 	  but 	  will	   c ont inue	  with	   the	  
s cholarships 	   in	  2 0 0 9 	  and	  evaluate	   the	  prog arm	  after	  next 	   	   y ear.	   	  Bonnie	  Bernard	  
seconded	   the	  mot ion	  and	  mot ion	  pas sed.	   	  



State	  Fair-‐ 	  Christy	  Brennan	  
Chris ty 	   has 	   c oordinated	   the	   s chedule	   for	   the	   V A 	   S tate	   Fair	   with	   the	   v arious 	   unit s 	   there	  
are	   several	   t imes 	   s t ill	   available	   for	   unit s 	   to	   volunteer.	   	   T here	   are	   lot s 	   of 	   educat ional	  
handouts 	   for	   c hildren	   and	   adult s 	   	   	   there	   will	   also	   be	   a	   demons t rat ion	   on	   pruning 	   c rape	  
my rt les ,	   pruning 	   in	   g eneral,	   c ompos t ing ,	   v ermiculture,	   g ood	   and	   bad	   bug s ,	   and	   land	  

s tewardship	  and	  performing 	  a	  experiment 	  with	  S t rawberries 	  and	  DNA !.	  

Fund	  Rais ing	  –	  Betty	  Vi l lers, 	  Chair 	  – 	  Susan	  Giandomenico	  
Bet ty 	  announced	   that 	   S usan	  Giandomenico	  has 	  volunteered	   to	  become	   the	  new	  chair	  of 	  
this 	   c ommit tee.	   S usan	  had	   some	  supplies 	  of 	   the	  T -‐shirt s ,	   lic ense	  plate	   frames ,	  decals 	  
and	   the	  new	  water	  bot t le	   c arriers 	   for	   s ale.	   S he	  has 	   several	   ideas 	  and	   is 	   eag er	   to	  beg in	  
and	   to	   solic it 	  new	   fund	   rais ing 	   ideas .	  

Extension	  L ia ison	  Report-‐ 	  Dave	  Close, 	  MG	  Coordinator	  
 Master	   Gardener	   Colleg e	   was 	   a	   suc ces s 	   with	   record	   at tendance	   of 	   2 5 0 .	   T he	  

A dv isory 	   team	  will	   s tart 	  meet ing 	   soon	   to	   f inaliz e	   speakers 	  and	  plan	   for	  2 0 0 9 .	   	   	  
 T he	  2 0 0 8 	  S ilent 	  A uc t ion	  went 	  very 	  well	   and	  everyone	   is 	  pleased.	  
 Handbook	   rev is ions 	  are	  due	  out 	   late	  Oc tober	   for	   spring 	  2 0 0 9 	   t raining .	   	  
 T he	   Nat ional	   Coordinators 	   Conference	   will	   be	   in	   Northern	   V A ,	   spring 	   of 	   2 0 0 9 .	   	  

T his 	   c onference	   draws 	   a	   g ood	   c rowd,	   in	   prev ious 	   years 	   3 8 	   out 	   of 	   5 0 	   s tates 	   had	  
representat ion.	   T he	   plan	   is 	   to	   “march	   on	   the	   hill“	   and	   meet 	   with	   S tate	  
representat ives 	   one	   on	   one.	   T his 	   is 	   a	   c onference	   for	   paid	   c oordinators 	   only .	  
Northern	  dis t ric t 	  MG’s 	  have	  been	  asked	   to	  help	  with	   the	  c onference.	  

 T he	   adminis t rat ion	   is 	   working 	   on	   the	   reques t 	   for	   unit 	   e-‐mail	   addres ses 	   for	   each	  
help	   desk;	   the	   problem	   is 	   a	   s ing le	   addres s 	   with	   mult iple	   users 	   and	   potent ial	  
s ecurity 	   ris ks .	   T here	   may 	   be	   a	   way 	   to	   do	   this 	   with	   the	   help	   of 	   the	   V A 	   T ech	   IT 	  
department .	   	  

 With	   Dr.	   Novak	   leav ing 	   the	   direc tor	   pos it ion	   earlier	   this 	   month,	   Dr.	   Rog er	   Harris 	  
has 	   been	   appointed	   as 	   the	   interim	   direc tor.	   Dr	   Harris 	   will	   s erve	   as 	   the	   interim	  
direc tor	   for	  at 	   leas t 	  one	  year	   	  

 Northern	  V A 	   ag ents 	   are	   part ic ipat ing 	   in	   a	   survey 	   to	   determine	   the	   t raining 	   needs 	  
of 	   the	   public 	   and	   extens ion	   and	   are	   developing 	   a	   base	   level	   of 	   informat ion	   for	  
c lients .	   T his 	  will	   inc lude	   a	   bullet 	   point 	   c hec klis t 	   of 	   Bes t 	  Manag ement 	   Prac t ic es 	   to	  
use	  as 	  a	   tool	   in	  public 	  educat ion.	   	  

 Forty 	   let ters 	   of 	   interes t 	  were	   sent 	   to	   c orporat ions 	   by 	   the	   Endowment 	   team.	  One	  
company 	   responded	   favorably 	   and	   will	   be	   meet ing 	   with	   the	   Endowment 	   team	  
later	   this 	   month.	   T he	   c ompany 	   is 	   v ery 	   interes ted	   in	   developing 	   a	   long 	   term	  
relat ionship	   and	   could	   prove	   to	   be	   very 	   v aluable	  when	   at t rac t ing 	   other	   c orporate	  
sponsors .	  

 T he	   Emerald	   A sh	   Borer	   is 	   off ic ially 	   here	   in	   V A .	   	   T he	   US 	   Fores t 	   S erv ic e	   is 	  
developing 	   a	   Nat ional	   Prog ram	   to	   eng ag e	   Mas ter	   Gardeners 	   as 	   front 	   line	  
detec tors .	   T hey 	   are	   c urrent ly 	   developing 	   a	   protocol	   and	   pilot 	   projec t .	   T he	  
Emerald	   A sh	   Borer	   has 	   been	   ident if ied	   in	   several	   small	   poc kets 	   throughout 	   the	  



US 	   –	   due	   in	   part 	   to	   c ommerce	   –	   we	   are	   mov ing 	   this 	   pes t 	   though	   f ire	   wood	   and	  
pallet 	  dis t ribut ion.	  

 Augus t 	  2 7 th	   is 	   the	  dedic at ion	  c eremony 	  of 	   the	   J os line	  Novak	  Garden	  at 	  V a	  T ech.	  
	  

Unit 	  Reports 	  
T he	  Unit 	   reps 	  at tending 	  were	  asked	   to	   send	   their	   report s 	   to	   the	   sec retary .	   	   T hey 	  will	  be	  
pos ted	  at 	  www.VMGA .net 	  and	  printed	   in	   the	  next 	  news let ter.	  

Pres ident ’s 	  ques t ion	  of 	   the	  day 	  c oncerned	   the	  unit 	  news let ters ,	  whether	   the	  unit 	  had	  

one	  or	  not ,	   if 	   available	  elec t ronic ally ,	   and	   if 	   the	  VMGA 	  could	  have	  ac ces s 	   to	   it 	   to	   c opy 	  
art ic les 	   for	   the	  VMGA 	  news let ter.	   	  

Unfinished	  Business	   	  

VMGA	  Executive	  Board	  meeting	  with	  the	  two	  Deans	  at 	  MG	  Col lege	   -‐	   	  

Cheri	  Hag g erty 	   reported	  on	   the	  meet ing 	  on	  T hursday 	   J une	  1 9 th	  with	  Dr.	   S haron	  
Quisenberry ,	  Dean	  of 	  T he	  Colleg e	  of 	  A g ric ulture	  and	  L ife	  S c iences ,	   and	  Dr	  Mark	  McCann,	  
Direc tor	  of 	  V irg inia	  Cooperat iv e	  Extens ion.	  T hese	  notes 	  are	  derived	   from	   that 	  meet ing .	   	  

Dean	  Quisenberry	  and	  Dr	  McCann	   	  

• No	  addit ional	   s tandardiz at ion	   ( such	  as 	   “Help	  Desk”	   is 	   c urrent ly 	  planned-‐	   the	  only 	  
s tandardiz at ion	  was 	   to	   the	  help	  desk	  and	   report ing 	   forms 	   to	   c apture	   informat ion	  
and	  ac ces s 	  need	   in	   loc al	   areas .	  

• It 	   is 	  OK 	   for	   the	  MG	  help	  desk	  at 	  each	  unit 	   to	  have	  an	  Email	   addres s 	   in	   the	  V T 	  
s y s tem.	  Dis cus sed	   in	  Coordinators 	   report 	  

• T here	   is 	   s t rong 	   interes t 	   in	   the	  expans ion	  of 	  MG	  prog rams 	   to	  elder	   c are	  and	  youth	  
prog rams ,	  espec ially 	   “at 	   ris k”	  youth.	   	   	  

• T here	   is 	   s t rong 	   interes t 	   is 	  water	   c onservat ion	  prog rams 	  
• L awn	  “nut rient 	  manag ement”	  prog rams 	   to	   improve	  water	  qualit y 	  are	   important .	  

1 . Halifax 	  Unit 	  noted	   that 	   they 	  had	  g one	   to	  all	   s tores 	   that 	   sell	   fert iliz ers 	  and	  
plac ed	   soil	   tes t 	   k it s 	  and	  extens ion	  handouts .	  

• Encourag ed	   support 	   for	   L oc al	   Food	  prog rams 	  and	  Community 	  Gardens 	  and	  
support 	   in	  prov iding 	  a	   c onduit 	   from	   farmers 	   to	  Food	  Banks .	  

• A ll	   loc al	  MG	  unit s 	  with	  money 	  ac counts ,	  either	  of 	   their	  own	  or	  as 	  part 	  of 	   the	   loc al	  
extens ion	  off ic e,	   are	  expec ted	   to	   c onduc t 	  an	  annual	  audit 	  or	   rev iew	  of 	   records 	  
and	  prov ide	   the	   summary 	   result s 	   to	   their	   loc al	  extens ion	  ag ent .	  

1 . It 	  was 	  also	  noted	   that 	   the	  V A 	  T ech	  Foundat ion	  c an	   set 	  up	  ac counts 	   for	  
loc al	  unit s 	   that 	  pay 	   interes t 	  of 	  about 	  4 % 	  per	  year.	  Unt il	   J une	  2 0 0 9 	   they 	  
will	  wave	   the	   init ial	   fee	  which	   is 	  normally 	  7 % .	   If 	   there	   is 	   interes t 	   in	   f inding 	  
out 	  more	  about 	   these	  ac counts 	   the	  point 	  of 	   c ontac t 	   is 	  Dawn	  L erch	   ( 5 4 0 ) 	  
2 3 1 -‐5 5 4 6 .	  

• V CE	  &	  CA L S 	   is 	   inc reas ing 	   c ommerc ial	   interac t ions 	  but 	  are	   t ry ing 	   to	  balance	   this 	  
with	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  and	  homeowners .	  



• Web	  based	  ac t iv it ies 	  are	  not 	  v iewed	  as 	  a	   “f inal”	  answer	  but 	  primarily 	  as 	  an	  
addit ional	   resource.	  

	  

Endowment	  –Dean	  Quisenberry 	   s t res sed	   that 	  one	  of 	   the	  mos t 	  v aluable	   c ont ribut ions 	  a	  

Mas ter	  Gardener	   c an	  make	   to	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Coordinator	  Endowment 	   is 	  prov ide	  
the	  names 	  and	  contac t 	   informat ion	   for	  potent ial	   larg e	   indiv idual,	   foundat ion	  or	  
c orporate	  donors .	  Dean	  Quisenberry 	  and	   the	  V T 	  Foundat ion	  will	  make	   the	  c ontac t 	  and	  
reques t 	   for	  donat ion.	   It 	   is 	  espec ially 	  helpful	  however	   if 	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  knows 	  a	  
spec if ic 	  person	   in	   foundat ions 	  or	   c ompanies 	  and	  c an	  help	  with	   int roduc t ions .	  

Budget	   Issues	  –	  With	  only 	  9 5% 	  of 	  needed	  budg et :	   this 	   is 	   c aus ing 	   some	  dis t ric t s 	   to	  

“hold”	  open	  pos it ions ;	   c aus ing 	   c hang es 	   in	  how	  pos tag e	   is 	  manag ed	   i.e.-‐separate	   line	  
item;	  asking 	   for	  more	  % 	  of 	   loc al	  money 	   to	   support 	  ag ent 	  pos it ions 	  but 	  doing 	   this 	  only 	  
on	  a	   c ase	  by 	   c ase	  bas is .	   	  

Concerning 	   f inanc ial	   records 	  of 	  each	  unit ,	  Dave	   s t rong ly 	   recommend	   that 	  each	  unit 	  
have	  an	  annual	   rev iew	  of 	  all	   records 	  and	   submit 	   the	   federal	   form	   to	   the	   IRS 	   for	  non-‐
prof it s 	  annually .	   	   Extens ion	  ag ents 	   should	  be	  allowed	   to	   look	  over	   the	   f inanc ial	   report s 	  
because	  ult imately 	   it 	   is 	  under	   their	   respons ibilit y .	  

MG	  Col lege	  Si lent	  Auction	   -‐	  

Prince	  William	  has 	  ag reed	   to	   take	  on	   the	  S ilent 	  A uc t ion	   for	  next 	  year,	  but 	   they 	  are	  
looking 	   for	  a	  new	  unit 	   to	  volunteer	   to	  work	  with	   them	   for	  2 0 0 9 ,	   so	   the	   t rans it ion	  c an	  
g o	   smoothly 	   for	  2 0 1 0 .	  

MG	  Col lege	  Goodie	  Bags	  -‐ 	   	  

We	  are	   looking 	   for	  a	   volunteer	  or	  a	  unit 	   to	   take	  over	   the	  MG	  Colleg e	  Goody 	  Bag s 	   ( 3 0 0 ) 	  
for	  next 	   year.	  

New	  Business	   	  

Meeting	  of 	  the	  current	  and	  previous	  VMGA	  off icers	  July 	  26th	  -‐ 	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	   reported	  

T his 	  meet ing 	  was 	   to	  dis cus s 	   the	  direc t ion	   for	  VMGA 	   for	   the	  next 	   two	  years .	  

 We	  recommended	  s lig ht 	   c hang es 	   to	   the	  Membership	   form	  which	  c hang ed	   the	  
order	  of 	   some	   items 	  and	   inc luded	  all	   the	  c ateg ories 	  of 	  membership	  

 We	  beg an	   researching 	  how	  VMGA 	  c an	  meet 	   the	  educat ional	  needs 	  of 	  our	  
members 	  and	   the	   indiv idual	  unit s 	  –	   the	   result s 	  of 	   this 	  dis c us s ion	  will	  be	   the	   focus 	  
of 	   the	  meet ing 	   in	  Oc tober.	  

 Frank	  Reilly 	  has 	  done	  an	  excellent 	   job	  with	   the	  web	  s ite	  and	  we	  have	   several	  
volunteers 	   that 	  will	  be	  able	   to	  help	  him	  with	   the	  upkeep	  of 	   the	   s ite.	  

 T he	  news let ter	  will	  beg in	   to	   inc lude	  news 	   from	  unit s 	  all	  over	   the	   s tate.	   S everal	  of 	  
our	  unit s 	  have	  won	  awards 	  which	   should	  be	   shared	   in	   this 	   format .	  We	  beg an	   this 	  
task	  by 	  asking 	   for	   informat ion	   from	  each	  unit 	  on	   their	  news let ters .	  We	  are	  also	  



exploring 	   the	  pos s ibilit y 	  of 	   linking 	  our	  news let ter	  with	   the	  Coordinators 	   In-‐	  
S eason	  Report 	   to	   reach	   to	  all	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  one	  or	   two	   t imes 	  a	  year.	  

 We	  would	   like	   the	  Unit 	   S upport 	  Commit tee	   to	  become	  more	  proac t ive	   to	   c urrent 	  
events 	  –	   such	  as 	  adv is ing 	  unit s 	  on	  propag at ing 	  branded	  plants 	  and	   the	   leg alit ies 	  
of 	  patent 	   infring ement 	  during 	  plant 	   s ales .	  Cheri	  Hag g erty ,	   a	  member	  of 	   the	  V a	  
Green	   Indus t ry 	  Counc il	   report s 	   that 	   this 	  has 	  become	  a	  hot 	   topic 	  and	   they 	  
serious ly 	   recommend	  not 	  propag at ing 	  patented	  plants .	   	  

 We	  will	  be	  g et t ing 	  with	   the	  A dv isory 	   c ommit tee	   to	  bet ter	  def ine	   respons ibilit ies 	  
of 	  VMGA 	  during 	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Colleg e.	  

 T he	  execut ive	  board	  will	  meet 	  with	   the	  Deans 	  of 	  A g ric ulture	  and	  Extens ion	  more	  
than	  once	  per	  year	  –	  a	   tentat ive	  meet ing 	  will	  be	   s cheduled	   in	   J an	   in	  
Charlot tesv ille.	  

	  

The	  Fund	  Rais ing	  Committee	  -‐ 	   	   S usan	  G.	  made	  a	  mot ion	   to	   lower	   the	  pric e	  of 	   the	  VMGA 	  

decal	  and	   f lag s 	   to	  $ 1 .0 0 	  per	  decal	  and	  $ 5 .0 0 	  per	   f lag .	  T he	  mot ion	  was 	   seconded	  by 	  
Cheri	  Hag g erty 	  and	  pas sed.	  

VMGA	  meetings	  for	  the	  next	  two	  years	   -‐	   	  

T here	  are	   s t ill	   s everal	  opportunit ies 	   for	  unit s 	   to	  volunteer	   to	  hos t 	   the	  bi-‐monthly 	  
meet ing s 	   for	   the	  next 	   two	  years ,	  please	   let 	  Bet ty 	  know	   if 	   your	  unit 	   is 	   interes ted.	  Chec k	  
the	  VMGA 	  webs ite	  and	   "Upcoming 	  meet ing s :	   s c hedule" 	   for	  what 	  a	   loc al	  unit 	   should	  
know	  about 	  hos t ing 	  a	  meet ing .	   	  

Announcements	  
Next 	  VMGA 	  meet ing 	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Oc tober	  1 3 ,	  2 0 0 8 	  –	  1 0 :0 0 	  am	   in	  Heathsv ille	  
(Northern	  Neck) 	  

Meet ing 	  adjourned	  at 	  1 :4 5 	  p.m.	   	  

Respec t fully 	   submit ted,	  

Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  VMGA 	  S ec retary 	  

	  

	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  
T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

A ug us t 	  1 1 ,	  2 0 0 7 	  

	   	   	   Balance	  Sheet	  	   	  
	   	   Data	  A s 	  OF:	   7 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 7 	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
Assets 	   	   	   	   	  



	   Chec king 	  A c count 	  Balance	   	   	   	   $ 1 2 ,4 1 0 .8 8 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   PDR	  Educat ion	  Endowment 	  CD	  Balance	   	   	   $ 8 ,1 5 6 .4 3 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   Reserve	  CD	  Balance	   	   	   	   $ 7 ,0 3 5 .9 2 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   Future	  Dues 	  CD	  Balance	   	   	   	   $ 4 ,2 9 0 .1 4 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   Fundrais ing 	   Inventory 	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,3 2 6 .2 0 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Total 	  Assets	  	   $ 3 3 ,2 1 9 .5 7 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
L iabi l i t ies 	   	   	   	   	  
	   Unearned	   Income	   -‐	   Future	  Dues 	   	   	   $ 5 ,0 7 0 .1 4 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Funds 	  Payable	   	   	   $ 8 3 1 .1 1 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Planned	  Gift s 	  
Payable	  

	   	   $ 4 ,9 8 7 .8 2 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   Unearned	   Income	   -‐	  Educat ion	  Prog rams 	   	   	   $ 2 1 9 .0 0 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   Total 	  L iabi l i t ies 	  	   $ 1 1 ,1 0 8 .0 7 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
Net	  Assets 	   	   	   	   	  
	   A c cumulated	  Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 1 8 ,5 0 3 .5 4 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   Current 	  Year	  Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 3 ,6 0 7 .9 6 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   Total 	  Net	  Assets	  	   $ 2 2 ,1 1 1 .5 0 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   Total 	  L iabi l i t ies	  and	  Net	  Assets	   $ 3 3 ,2 1 9 .5 7 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  

T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

August	  11, 	  2007	  

	  Chec king 	  Balance	  as 	  

of 	   	  

5 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 7 	   	   	   	   $ 8 ,4 2 0 .3 5 	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  	   Receipts 	   	   	   	   $ 6 ,0 9 6 .0 2 	  
	  	   	   Coord	  Endowment 	  Gift s 	   $ 2 3 6 .0 0 	  	  

	  	   	   Dues 	  FY 	  0 9 -‐1 8 	   $ 5 6 4 .0 0 	  	  



	  	   	   FY 	  0 8 	  dues 	   ( c urrent 	  FY ) 	   $ 1 ,1 5 2 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 2 1 9 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Fundrais ing 	   	   $ 3 ,9 1 2 .0 2 	  	  
	  	   	   Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 1 3 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  	   D isbursements 	  	   	   	   -‐$ 1 ,1 5 3 .6 9 	  
	  	   	   Comm/ S upport 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Coord	  Endowment 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Coord	  Endow	  Gift 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   -‐$ 8 0 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   E lec t ions 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 9 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  

Endowment 	  
$ 0 .0 0 	  	  

	  	   	   Market ing 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Membership	  &	  Ros ter	   -‐$ 1 3 2 .6 5 	  	  
	  	   	   News let ter	   	   -‐$ 2 1 6 .0 9 	  	  
	  	   	   S tate	  Fair	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   Pres ident 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   S ec retary 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   T reasurer	   	   -‐$ 1 3 .9 5 	  	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  	   T rans fers 	   	   	   	   -‐$ 9 5 1 .8 0 	  
	  	   	   EEF 	  Gift 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   L ifet ime	  Dues 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Reserve	  CD	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  	   	   Fundrais ing 	   Inventory 	  T rans fer	   -‐$ 9 5 1 .8 0 	  	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  Chec king 	  Balance	  as 	  
of 	   	  

7 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 7 	   	   	   	   $ 1 2 ,4 1 0 .8 8 	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  	   Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Reserve	  and	  EEF 	  CD's 	   $ 1 2 9 .6 5 	  	  
	  	   Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Future	  Dues 	  CD	   $ 3 4 .1 0 	  	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  

T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

A ug us t 	  1 1 ,	  2 0 0 7 	  

Year	  to	  Date	  Income	  &	  Expenses	  to	  Budget	  FY	  08	   	   	   	  
Income	  YT D	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  Committee	   Budget	   Income	   	  	   	  
	  Membership	   	   	   	   	   	  



	  FY 	  0 8 	   ( L ifet ime/ Prior	  
Year) 	  

$ 3 ,3 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 ,2 7 6 .0 0 	  	   	   	  
	  FY 	  0 8 	   ( Current 	  FY ) 	   $ 1 ,9 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,1 5 2 .0 0 	  	   	   	  
	   S ubtotal	   $ 5 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 4 ,4 2 8 .0 0 	   	  	   	  
	  Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 1 3 .0 0 	   	  	   	  
	  Interes t 	   Income	   	   	   $ 1 2 9 .6 5 	   	   	   	  
	  Gift s 	   for	  EEF 	  
S cholarships 	  

$ 2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  	   	  
	  Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	  	   	   	   	   	  
	  Fundrais ing 	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 ,9 1 2 .0 2 	   	   	   	  

	   total	   $ 1 1 ,4 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 8 ,4 8 2 .6 7 	  	   	   	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   	  
Expenses 	  YT D	   	   	   	  	   	  
	  Committee	   Budget	   Expense	   Year-‐End	   	  	  
	  Comm/ S upport 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  Coord	  Endowment 	  Cmte	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  EEF 	  S cholarships 	   $ 8 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 2 0 0 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  E lec t ions 	   $ 4 7 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 4 7 5 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 5 0 .0 0 	   $ 9 .0 0 	   $ 5 9 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  
Endow	  

$ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 3 ,9 2 1 .0 2 	   -‐$ 9 2 1 .0 2 	  	   	  
	  Market ing 	   $ 2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 2 0 0 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  Membership	  &	  Ros ter	   $ 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 3 2 .6 5 	   $ 1 ,8 6 7 .3 5 	  	   	  
	  News let ter	   $ 1 ,7 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 2 1 6 .0 9 	   $ 1 ,4 8 3 .9 1 	  	   	  
	  S tate	  Fair	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  	   	   	   Pres ident 	   $ 1 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 2 5 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  	   	   	   S ec retary 	   $ 3 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 5 .0 0 	  	   	  
	  	   	   	   T reasurer	   $ 3 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 3 .9 5 	   $ 2 1 .0 5 	  	   	  
	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   total	   $ 1 2 ,1 4 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 4 ,8 7 4 .7 1 	  	   	   	  
	   	   	  	   	   	   	  
Year	  to	  Date	  Endowment	  &	  Restr icted	  Funds	  Transactions	  FY08	   	   	  
	  Fund	   Balance	  to	  

Start 	  F iscal 	  
Year	  

Funds	  Received	   Transfers	   Balance	  	  
	  Coordinator	  Endowment 	   $ 5 9 5 .1 1 	   $ 2 3 6 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 8 3 1 .1 1 	  	  
	  L ifet ime	  Dues 	  FY 	  0 9 -‐1 8 	   $ 2 1 6 .0 0 	   $ 5 6 4 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 7 8 0 .0 0 	  	  
	  Educat ion	  Endowment 	   $ 9 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 3 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 0 3 .0 0 	  	  
	  Planned	  Gift s 	   to	  Coord	  
Endow	  

$ 1 ,0 6 6 .8 0 	   $ 3 ,9 2 1 .0 2 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 4 ,9 8 7 .8 2 	  	  
	  Reserve	  Funds 	  CD's 	   	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  	   	   	  

	   total	  	   	   	   $ 6 ,7 0 1 .9 3 	  	  
	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Associat ion, 	   Inc. 	  

Bi-‐ 	  Monthly	  Meeting	   	  
Oct	  11th	  2008	   	  



Heathsvi l le , 	  Northern	  Neck	   	   	  

Attendance:	   	  
( Amhers t ,	  Campbell,	   L ynchburg ,	  Hill	  C ity ) 	   	  Deb	  S t raw;	   ( A rling ton/ A lexandria) 	   J oe	  K elly ;	  
( Chesapeake) 	  Pinky 	  Derieux;	   	  

( Ches terf ield) 	   L ynne	  Foote;	   ( Fairfax) 	  Georg e	  Graine;	   ( Glouces ter) 	   F lorace	  A rnold,	   J im	  
Newton;	   (Green	  S pring ) 	  Cyndi	  B ishop;	   	   ( Hanover) 	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  Cheri	  Hag g erty ;	   	  
( J ames 	  C ity 	  County /Williamsburg ) 	   J im	  and	  Nelda	  Pres s ly ;	   ( L ouisa) 	  T ina	  Chalekie;	   	   	  
( Prince	  William) 	   J anet 	  and	  B ill	   S cot t ,	   Frank	  Reilly ;	   ( Newport 	  News ) 	  Peg g y 	  Fox;	   	  
( Northern	  Neck) 	  Edward	  Munns ,	   ,J ac kie	  Ferriter,	  Pat 	  Brownell,	   S ue	  L indsey ,	   J ulie	  Denny ,	  
S haron	  S tuber,W	  A llain;	   (Northumberland	  NN) 	   J inny 	  Es tell,	  Mat t 	   L ewis ,	   ( Roc kbridg e) 	  

Dav id	  Minns ;	   ( V irg inia	  Beach) 	   J im	  and	  Mary 	  A nn	  K inc aid,	   Fran	  S helton,	  Bet ty 	  V illers ,	  Paul	  
Campbell;	   ( V T / V CE) 	  Dave	  C lose;	   ( York) 	   J ac kie	   L ohr.	   	   	  

Cal l 	   to 	  Order	  –	   	  
Pres ident 	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	   c alled	   the	  meet ing 	   to	  order	  at 	  1 0 :0 0 am	   	  

Introductions; 	  
T ed	  Munns 	  welcomed	  everyone	   to	   the	  Northern	  Nec k	  c omprised	   f iv e	   c ount ies 	  and	   the	  
Rappannock	  River.	  

A 	   short 	   tour	  of 	   the	  his toric 	   tavern	  was 	  offered	  after	   the	  meet ing 	  and	  all	   at tendees 	  
were	   inv ited	   to	  Reedv ille	   to	   tour	   the	   teaching 	  g arden	  only 	  a	   short 	  drive	  away .	  

T ed	  wanted	   to	  expres s 	   thanks 	   to	  Pat 	  Rodg ers 	  and	   the	  Northern	  Neck	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  
who	  worked	  hard	   to	  hos t 	   the	  meet ing .	  

He	   int roduced	  Matt 	   L ewis ,	   the	  Extens ion	  A g ent .	  Mat t 	   is 	   from	   the	  area	  and	  has 	  been	  
with	  Extens ion	   for	  8 	  years .	  He	  expres sed	   thanks 	   to	  a	  dedic ated	  g roup	  of 	  Mas ter	  
Gardeners 	  who	  help	   to	  educate	  property 	  owners 	  how	   to	  manag e	   the	  5 0 0 	  miles 	  of 	  
shoreline	   in	   the	  area	  emphas iz ing 	  maintaining 	  env ironmental	  qualit y 	  of 	   the	   shorelines .	   	   	  

Int roduc t ion	  –	  A ll	   at tendees 	  were	   recog niz ed	  by 	  name	  and	   the	  unit 	   they 	   represented.	  

Minutes: 	  
The	  minutes	  of	  the	  August	  Bi-‐monthly	  meeting	  were	  approved	  as	  posted	  on	  line,	  with	  the	  expectation	  of	  
the	  Date	  change	  from	  Oct	  13th	  	  	  to	  Oct	  11th	  for	  the	  next	  meeting.	  	  
	  
Treasurer’s 	  Report 	  –	  Bi l l 	  Scott 	   	  
Bill	  presented	  copies	  of	  the	  treasurers	  report,	  there	  have	  been	  no	  significant	  expenses	  incurred.	  The	  
treasurer’s	  report	  was	  accepted	  as	  read	  and	  will	  be	  filed	  for	  audit.	  	  
The	  report	  is	  attached	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  document	  
	  



COMMITTEE	  REPORTS:	  
	  
Education	  -‐ 	  Fran	  Shelton	  (VA	  Beach), 	  P inky	  Derieux	  (Chesapeake), 	  Co-‐Chairs, 	   	  
Members: 	   	  George	  Graine	  (Fairfax), 	  Katherine	  Debnar	  (Roanoke), 	  Debbie	  Hamilton	  
(Prince	  Wil l iam), 	  Lenore	  Pl issner	  
	  

Fran	  reported	  that	  the	  educational	  program	  at	  Mount	  Vernon	  was	  cancelled	  due	  to	  lack	  of	  confirmed	  
participants	  and	  interest.	  Most	  of	  the	  members	  of	  this	  committee	  have	  served	  for	  a	  7	  to	  8	  year	  period	  
and	  feel	  that	  the	  committee	  has	  accomplished	  the	  goals	  set	  by	  the	  VMGA	  board.	  	  	  Units	  are	  providing	  
continuing	  education	  for	  their	  members	  and	  the	  interest	  in	  VMGA	  educational	  activities	  has	  dwindled.	  	  
The	  entire	  committee	  has	  decided	  to	  resign,	  an	  e-‐mail	  was	  sent	  to	  the	  VMGA	  Board	  prior	  to	  the	  
meeting.	  
Betty	  thanked	  the	  board	  for	  all	  of	  their	  hard	  work	  and	  effort.	  	  
The	  Presidents	  question	  for	  today’s	  meeting	  will	  discuss	  how	  each	  unit	  fulfils	  the	  continuing	  educational	  
needs	  for	  Master	  Gardeners	  in	  the	  area	  and	  hopefully	  help	  to	  determine	  a	  new	  direction	  for	  the	  VMGA	  
education	  committee.	  
	  
Newsletter-‐ 	  Peggy	  Fox-‐	  Content	  Editor	  

T he	  news let ter	  was 	  dis t ributed	  and	  will	  be	  evolv ing 	  as 	   the	  new	  members 	  and	  editors 	  

obtain	  more	  experience.	  Peg g y 	  Fox 	  would	   like	   the	  unit 	   reps 	   to	   report 	   c ertain	  
informat ion	   in	   their	   report s 	   such	  as :	   	  

- -‐ 	  What 	  dis t ric t 	   your	  unit 	  operates .	  
	   -‐ 	  What 	  new	  projec t s 	  or	  prog rams 	  has 	  your	  unit 	  beg un	   s ince	   the	   las t 	   report ing 	  
t ime	  period? 	   	   	  
-‐ 	   	  What 	  ong oing 	  projec t s 	  or	  prog rams 	  are	  your	  unit s 	   involved? 	  
	   -‐ 	   T it les 	  of 	  prog rams 	  conduc ted	   s ince	   las t 	   report ing 	  period,	  please	   inc lude	  a	  brief 	  
desc ript ion	  
-‐	  # 	  of 	   c lients 	  who	  part ic ipated	  or	  were	  as s is ted	  
	   -‐ 	  Current 	   total	  # 	  of 	  ac t iv e	  volunteers ,	  how	  many 	  volunteer	   serv ic e	  hours 	  has 	  
your	  unit 	   log g ed? 	  
Please	   send	  unit 	   report s 	   to	  Chris ty 	  Brennan	  by 	  Oc t 	  2 4 th.	   	  
	   	  

Membership	  –	  Mary	  Ann	  Kincaid, 	  Chair 	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  A s 	  of 	  Oc tober	  9 ,	   there	  are	  5 1 9 	  c urrent 	  members 	  of 	   the	  V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  

A s soc iat ion.	   	   	  

Of 	   these,	  3 5 1 	  are	  A c t ive	  members ;	  8 	  are	  A ux iliary 	  members ;	   and	  1 6 0 	  are	   L ifet ime	  
members .	  

T his 	   is 	   an	   inc rease	  of 	  6 	  members 	   s ince	  A ugus t 	  and	   is 	  3 2 	  members 	  more	   than	  A ugus t 	  of 	  
las t 	   year.	  

S he	  has 	   the	  new	  membership	  direc tories 	   to	  dis t ribute	   to	  unit 	   reps .	  T he	  by -‐	   laws 	  have	  
been	  published	   in	   the	  bac k	  of 	   the	  direc tories .	  By 	  dis t ribut ing 	   the	  news let ters 	   to	   the	  

reps 	   for	  deliv ery 	   the	  VMGA 	   is 	  able	   to	   save	  on	  pos tag e.	  



Communication/Unit 	  Support	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  
Unit 	  Support	  Members: 	  Pat	  Rei l ly , 	  Karen	  Sacasky, 	  Kerry	  Goldmeyer, 	  Pinky	  Derieux, 	  
Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  and	  whomever	  else	  we	  need. 	  

Handled	   two	  unit s ’	  ques t ions 	   reg arding 	  5 0 1 ( c ) 3 	   s tatus ,	   f iling 	   for	   it ,	   s ales 	   tax ,	   and	  
non-‐prof it 	   s tatus .	  

Beg an	  a	  projec t 	   to	   t rac k	  Unit 	   impac t 	   throughout 	   the	   s tate	   –	  We	  need	   some	  
addit ional	  help	   to	  bring 	   this 	   to	   fruit ion.	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   T he	  c ommit tee	   is 	  planning 	  a	  meet ing 	   in	  Cent ral	  V a.	  A rea	   (Henric o) 	   c oncerning 	  
s t rateg ies 	   for	  a	  unit ’s 	   surv iv al	   after	  budg et 	   c uts 	  –	   the	   idea	   is 	   to	  have	  a	  meet ing 	   to	  
prepare	  unit s 	   for	   surv iv al	   t ips 	  during 	   the	  budg et 	   c uts .	   	   Is sues 	  would	   inc lude:	  how	   to	  

ex is t 	  without 	  an	  ag ent ,	  where	   to	   f ind	  help	  with	   is sues ,	   t ips 	   to	  keep	  up	  mot ivat ion	   in	   the	  
unit s 	  during 	  hard	   t imes 	  and	  educat ional	   c oncerns .	   	  

Frank	  reminded	  everyone	  that	  a	  unit	  web	  site	  can	  be	  hosted	  by	  VMGA.net	  

Communication	  Committee	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  
	  Members: 	  Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  Kathryn	  Debnar, 	  Shelby	  Snyder, 	  Betty	  Truax, 	  Tom	  Bolt , 	  Paul 	  
Campbell , 	  George	  Alapas, 	  George	  Graine, 	  Bob	  Schmidt	   	  

	   	  There	  have	  been	  8,393	  visitors	  to	  VMGA.net.	  The	  most	  popular	  pages	  are:	  Calendar	  page,	  Minutes,	  
and	  Member	  Resources	  and	  useful	  links.	  

Nearly	  all	  of	  our	  visitors	  visit	  the	  front	  page	  during	  their	  stay.	  This	  makes	  it	  a	  very	  productive	  place	  
to	  make	  announcements	  and	  advertise	  upcoming	  events.	  	  The	  committee	  has	  listed	  Talking	  points	  
to	  help	  Master	  Gardeners	  with	  budget	  woes	  and	  ways	  to	  help.	  	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Bet ty 	   reminded	  unit 	   reps 	   to	   send	  K atherine	  Debnar	  a	   c opy 	  of 	  up-‐coming 	  events 	   to	  
up-‐date	   the	  c alendar	  pag e	  on	  VMGA .net 	  

F inance	  Committee	  –	  Ted	  Jenks, 	  Chair 	  

Members: 	   	   J im	  Kincaid	  (Virginia	  Beach), 	  Nancy	  Golden	  (Goochland	  Powhatan), 	  Brenda	  
Shimchek	  (Hanover) 	  

	  Ted	  was	  not	  present	  at	  the	  meeting.	  The	  committee	  had	  nothing	  to	  report	  at	  this	  time.	  

	  
Special 	  Committees:	  
Endowment	  Committee	  : 	   	  Katherine	  Debnar, 	  Chair 	  

Katherine	  was	  not	  present	  at	  the	  meeting,	  but	  will	  have	  a	  report	  at	  the	  December	  meeting.	  Dave	  will	  
include	  the	  progress	  of	  the	  endowment	  in	  his	  report.	  
	  
VA	  Green	  Industry	  Counci l : 	   	  Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  Chair 	  
F irs t 	  Garden	   fes t iv al	  was 	  held	  at 	   the	  S c ience	  Museum	   in	  Ric hmond,	   the	  VMGA 	  booth	  
reported	  1 0 0 	  contac ts 	  during 	   the	  event ...	   	   T here	  was 	  a	   c onsensus 	  among 	   the	  V GIC 	  
that 	   there	  was 	  not 	  enough	  public it y 	   for	   the	  event .	  T he	   loc at ion	  was 	  very 	  g ood	  and	  
there	  were	  plenty 	  of 	  g ood	   speakers .	  



T he	  CV NL 	   short 	   c ourse	  will	  be	  held	  at 	   L ewis 	  Ginter	  Feb	  4 th-‐	  6 th.	   T his 	   is 	   the	  4 0 th	  
anniversary 	  of 	   this 	  event .	  T he	  T it le	   for	   this 	   y ear,	   “Gardening 	   in	   the	  Era	  of 	  C limat ic 	  
Chang e”,	   this 	   three	  day 	  event 	  will	   c os t 	   s lig ht ly 	  more	   than	  prev ious 	  events 	  and	  will	  
inc lude	  very 	  g ood	  g roup	  of 	   speakers .	   	   In	   the	  advert isement 	  of 	  who	  should	  at tend,	  

Green	   Indus t ry 	  members ,	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  and	   the	   sophis t ic ated	  g ardeners 	  are	  
ment ioned.	   	  More	   informat ion	  will	  be	  on	   the	  L ewis 	  Ginter	  web	   s ite.	  

Fund	  Rais ing: 	  Susan	  Giandomenico. 	  -‐ 	  Chair 	  
Susan	  was	  not	  present	  at	  the	  meeting	  and	  there	  was	  no	  report.	  	  

	  

Search	  for	  Excel lence: 	   	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Angela	  Cingale	  and	  Bud	  Gregory	   	  

A fter	  a	   liv ely 	  dis c us s ion	   from	   the	  A ugus t 	  meet ing ,	  Chris ty 	  was 	  asked	   to	   send	  a	   c opy 	  of 	  

the	  draft 	  of 	   the	   the	   	   recomendat ions 	   to	   the	  unit 	   reps 	   for	   c omment .	   	   	  

T wo	   reponses 	  were	   received:	   	   “L ooks 	   to	  me	   that 	   someone( s ) 	   spent 	  a	   lot 	  of 	   t ime	  
coming 	  up	  with	   these	  g round	   rules .	   	   L ooks 	   f ine	   to	  me	  next 	  year	  more	  Unit s 	  enter	   the	  
c ompet it ion...even	  bring 	  a	  board	  under	   the	   "old	  non-‐format ." 	   	  We	  alway s 	   c an	   learn	  
something 	  when	  we	  share	   informat ion.”	  

“J us t 	  don't 	   forg et 	   the	  very 	   reason	  we	  s tarted	   the	  brag 	  board	  display s ;	   to	  hig hlig ht 	  and	  
show-‐off 	   loc al	  prog ramming 	   that 	  met 	   the	  S LM	  c riteria.	   	   T he	   t rophies 	  g rew	   from	  knic k-‐
knac k	  dime	  s tore	   t rinkets 	   into	  added	  on	  amenit ies 	   that 	  you	  have	   seen	  each	  year.	   	   In	   the	  
beg inning 	   it 	  was 	  alway s 	  a	   fun	   f illed	  projec t 	  at 	   the	  unit ,	  not 	  a	   full	  blown	  Olympic 	  

c ompet it ion.	  T he	  dec is ion	   is ,	  do	  we	  need	   to	  keep	   the	   fun	   in	   this 	  annual	  projec t 	  or	  do	  we	  
need	   to	  g o	   for	   the	  g us to	  of 	  winning 	  nat ional	  awards 	  more	   than	  hav ing 	   fun.	   “	  

	  

Bet ty 	   reminded	  members 	   that 	   the	  purpose	  of 	   the	  update	   is 	   to	  have	  our	  winners 	   ready 	  
for	   the	  Nat ional	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Compet it ion.	   	   	  

It 	  was 	  ment ioned	   that 	   the	  Northern	  Nec k	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  had	   submit ted	  and	  won	  an	  
award	  at 	   the	  nat ional	   level,	  however	   the	  MG	  who	  submit ted	   the	  ent ry 	  was 	  not 	  present 	  

to	   c omment .	   	  

Chris ty 	  was 	  asked	   to	  e-‐mail	   the	  proposal	  out 	   to	  unit 	   reps .	   indic at ing 	   the	  c omment 	  
period	  would	  end	  by 	  Nov 	  3 0 th.	  and	   the	  proposal	  would	  be	  voted	  on	  during 	   the	  
December	  meet ing .	  

P. 	  Diane	  Relf 	  Education	  Endowment	  Fund	  : 	   	  

Bet tyV illers -‐	   	   the	   s cholarship	   c ommit tee	  c ompled	   the	  dut ies 	   for	  2 0 0 8 	  and	  disbanded.	   	  
Paul	  Campbell	  has 	  ag reed	   to	  become	   the	  c hair	   for	   the	  2 0 0 9 	  commit tee.	   	  

Paul	  will	  beg in	   to	   selec t 	  new	  commit tee	  members 	  and	  dis cus s 	  way s 	   to	  educate	  unit 	  
reps ,	  Extens ion	  A g ents 	  and	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  about 	   the	  availibit it yof 	   s c holarships .	  



State	  Fair-‐ 	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Chair 	  
T he	  2 0 0 8 	  V A 	  S tate	  Fair	  was 	  a	  hug e	   suc ces s .	  A lthough	   it 	   rained	   the	   f irs t 	   three	  day s ,	  we	  
had	  very 	  g ood	  contac t 	  numbers 	  and	  g reat 	  part ic ipat ion.	  Over	  6 ,0 0 0 	  c ontac t s 	  were	  
reported	  and	   this 	  does 	  not 	   inc lude	   the	   las t 	  weekend!	  

	  Over	   2 5 	   c ount ies 	  were	   represented	   by 	   the	   various 	   unit s 	   that 	   volunteered	   their	   t ime	   to	  
make	   this 	  event 	  a	  g reat 	  S uc ces s !	  

T he	   DNA 	   experiment 	   was 	   a	   hug e	   hit 	   with	   kids ,	   parents 	   and	   teachers -‐	   our	   reported	  

contac t 	   numbers 	   may 	   have	   been	   a	   lit t le	   low	   due	   to	   the	   c rowd	   at 	   the	   demons t rat ions .	   	  
Even	  Governor	  K aine’s 	  wife	  and	  children	  c ame	  by 	   to	  part ic ipate	   in	  our	  demo.	  

T he	   "new	  and	   improved" 	  Hanover	   L andcare	   S tewards 	   F irewise	   L andscaping 	  model	  made	  
it s 	   debut 	   and	  will	   be	   featured	   in	   a	   presentat ion	   by 	  Frank	  Reilly 	   of 	   the	  VMGA ,	  Dave	   C lose	  
( V CE	   Mas ter	   Gardener	   Coordinator	   from	   V A 	   T ech) 	   and	   Barb	   S teward	   of 	   the	   Nat ional	  

Park	  S erv ic e.	   	   	  

T his 	   was 	   the	   las t 	   y ear	   the	   Fair	   will	   be	   held	   at 	   the	   Ric hmond	   Rac eway 	   Complex 	   .I	   would	  
like	   to	   ask	   permis s ion	   to	   form	   a	   s teering 	   c ommit tee	   for	   next 	   year.	   	   If 	   anyone	   is 	  
interes ted	   on	   serv ing 	   on	   this 	   c ommit tee	   please	   let 	   me	   know.	   	   We	   will	   t ry 	   to	   have	   a	  

meet ing 	  with	   the	  S tate	  Fair	   in	   J anuary 	   to	   s tart 	  planning .	  

T hank	  you	   to	  all	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	   that 	  have	  volunteered	  with	   the	  S tate	  Fair.	  

Extension	  L ia ison	  -‐ 	  Dave	  Close, 	  MG	  Coordinator	  
• 2 0 0 8 	   Internat ional	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Coordinator	  Conference	  was 	  a	   suc ces s 	  

overall.	   5 1 	   reg is tered	  at tendees 	   from	  2 5 	   s tates .	  Even	  dis t ribut ion	   from	  
ac ros s 	   the	  c ount ry .	  

• MGCAT 	  met 	   in	  S eptember.	  Have	  developed	   full	   lis t 	  of 	   c onference	   topic s 	  and	  
proposed	   speakers .	  Michael	  Dirr	  will	  not 	  be	  able	   to	   c ome	   in	  2 0 0 9 .	  Will	  be	  
looking 	   to	  g et 	  A lan	  A rmitag e	   in	  plac e	  of 	  Dirr.	  Goody 	  bag s :	   S cot t s 	  Mirac le	  
Grow	   is 	  offering 	   free	   samples .	  Encore	  A z aleas 	  wants 	   to	  prov ide	   free	  bag s 	  and	  
f lower	   samples .	  

• S t ill	  working 	  on	  handbook	   rev is ion.	  Contemplat ing 	  delay ing 	   the	   release	   to	  
ensure	   it 	   is 	  done	  correc t ly .	  Mary land	   jus t 	   released	   their	  updated	  vers ion.	  

• May 	  have	  yet 	  another	  pos s ible	   solut ion	   for	   rec eiv ing 	  and	  answering 	  ques t ions 	  
v ia	  email.	  Have	  delayed	   tes t ing 	   it 	  unt il	   after	   the	  Nat ional	  MGC 	  conference.	  

• Hort ic ulture	  Department 	  had	   ret reat 	  3 -‐4 	  weeks 	  ag o;	   focused	  our	  effort s ,	  
redefined	   some	  priorit ies ;	   g ood	   for	  morale.	  

• Nat ional	   rev iew	  of 	  MG	  prog ram	   is 	  proceeding .	  Will	  be	   c ollec t ing 	   f irs t 	   round	  of 	  
data	  by 	   J anuary / February 	  2 0 0 9 .	  

• S t ill	   t alk ing 	  with	  potent ial	   c orporate	   sponsor.	  Didn’t 	  work	  out 	   to	  announce	  
them	   for	   s tate	   fair	   for	   reasons 	   I	   c annot 	   reveal.	  With	   the	   recent 	  economic 	  
downturn	   it 	  will	   s low	  down	   thing s 	   ( seeing 	   this 	  at 	   the	  nat ional	   level	  with	  
S cot t s 	  and	   the	  Nat ional	  MG	  prog ram	  &	  eXtens ion) .	  Did	  have	  a	  meet ing 	  with	  



CA L S 	  Development 	  Direc tor,	  Dawn	  L erch,	  and	   the	  V T 	  Foundat ion	  Corporate	  
Relat ions 	  Direc tor	   to	  develop	   s t rateg y 	  of 	  what 	   s teps 	   to	   take	  next .	  

• S cot t s 	   c an	  offer	   to	  do	  advanced	   t raining s 	   for	  MGs 	  on	  a	  v ariety 	  of 	   topic s ;	  
have	  been	  doing 	   this 	   in	  GA 	   for	  a	   c ouple	  of 	   years .	   .	  

• Had	  meet ing 	   in	  mid-‐S eptember	  with	  US FS 	   to	  dis cus s 	  MG	   involvement 	  with	  
detec t ion	  and	  monitoring 	   c ommunit ies 	   for	  EA B.	  Proposed	   to	  develop	  and	  
offer	   t raining 	   for	  MGs 	   to	  work	  with	  HOA s 	   to	   raise	  awareness 	  and	   teach	  
homeowners 	  how	   to	  be	  on	   the	   lookout 	   for	   this 	  pes t 	   in	   their	  own	  yards .	  

• Will	  be	  doing 	  a	  presentat ion	  at 	   the	  2 0 0 9 	  Bac kyards 	  and	  Beyond	  Conference	  
in	  November.	  Will	  be	   c o-‐present ing 	  with	  Barb	  S tewart 	  of 	   the	  NPS 	  and	  Frank	  
Reilly 	  and	  hig hlig ht ing 	   the	  L CS 	  module.	  Had	  photo	  opp	  with	  NPS ,	  V A 	  DOF,	  
Hanover	  and	  L ouisa	  MGs 	   to	  bring 	  at tent ion	   to	   L CS 	  and	   the	   fall	   f ire	   season	  
which	  beg ins 	  on	  Oc tober	  1 5 .	  CA L S 	  c ommunic at ion	  off ic e	   sent 	  out 	  pres s 	  
release	  before	  S tate	  Fair	  of 	  V A .	  Roanoke	  T imes 	  pic ked	   it 	  up	  and	  will	  be	  doing 	  
a	   feature	   s tory 	   in	   their	   g arden	  column	  next 	  week	   (will	  be	   interv iewed	  Monday 	  
by 	   reporter) .	  Reg ional	   f irewise	   t raining 	  will	  be	  offered	  on	  December	  8 ,	   in	  
Charlot tesv ille.	  A nnouncement 	  went 	  out 	   today .	   L ouisa	  will	  be	  offering 	  
c ounty -‐level	   t raining 	   in	  November.	  

• Governor	  K aine	  announced	  budg et 	   reduc t ions 	   for	  FY 	  0 9 .	  Univers ity 	  has 	  been	  
cut 	  $ 1 1 .2 	  million:	  8 .9 	  million	   from	  Univers ity 	  Div is ion	  and	  2 .3 	  million	   from	  
V CE.	  Will	   t rans late	   into	   the	   “permanent 	  eliminat ion	  of 	   selec ted	  prog rams .”	  
Will	  be	  working 	  with	  univers it y 	  V Ps 	  and	  Deans 	   for	   the	  next 	   three	  weeks 	   to	  
determine	  exac t 	   s t rateg y .	  T hey 	  had	  been	  charg ed	   to	  dev ise	   c ont ing enc y 	  
plans 	   for	  5 % ,	  1 0% ,	  and	  1 5% 	   reduc t ions .	   S alary 	  adjus tments 	  will	  be	  deferred	  
unt il	   J uly 	  2 0 0 9 	   ( typic ally 	  announced	   in	  November) 	  as 	  a	  pos s ible	   s t rateg y 	   to	  
meet 	   reduc t ions .	  Dean	  Quisenberry 	  has 	  asked	   s takeholders 	   to	   c ont inue	  
communic at ing 	  with	  elec ted	  off ic ials 	  about 	   the	   relevance	  of 	  Extens ion	  and	  
Extens ion	  prog rams .	  

• Ideas 	   taken	  away 	   from	   the	  MGC 	  Conference	  on	  deliv ering 	  MG	   t raining 	  by 	  
dis tance	  ed.	  and	  online	  methods .	  Recent 	  budg et 	   c ons t raint s 	  may 	  make	   this 	  
neces sary 	   in	   rural	  unit s .	  

Unit 	  Reports: 	  

T he	   unit 	   reps 	  were	   asked	   to	   send	   their	   report s 	   to	   the	   sec retary .	   T hey 	  will	   be	   pos ted	   at 	  
www.VMGA .net 	  and	  printed	   in	   the	  next 	  news let ter.	  

Presidents	  Report: 	   	  Betty	  Vi l lers 	  

President’s 	  Question	  of 	  the	  Day	  : 	  “What 	  educat ional	  opportunites 	  are	  offered	   to	  Mas ter	  

Gardeners 	   in	   their	  unit ”	  

It 	  was 	  g ood	   to	  hear	  what 	  educat ional	  opportunit ies 	  each	  unit 	   is 	  offering 	   the	  members .	  
T he	  VMGA 	  needs 	   to	  es tablish	  a	   c ommit tee	   that 	  will	  determine	   the	  educat ional	  needs 	  of 	  

the	  members 	  and	   supplement 	   the	  opportunit ies 	  offered.	   	  

	  



Unfinished	  Business-‐ 	  

S ites	  for	  the	  VMGA	  Bi-‐Monthly	  Meetings	  –	   	   	  

• T he	  current 	  2 0 0 8 	   	  meet ing 	  c alendar	   is 	   :	  
December-‐	  C larksv ille	   	  

	  

• For	  2 0 0 9 	   the	   s chedule	   is :	  
February -‐Charlot tesv ille	  

A pril-‐ 	   L ouisa	  

J une-‐	  V A 	  T ech	   -‐MG	  Colleg e	  

A ugus t -‐	   L ynchburg 	  

Oc tober	  –	   L ex ing ton	  area	  

December-‐	  Open	  

Pat ty 	   Gamache	   has 	   volunteered	   to	   be	   in	   c harg e	   of 	   g oody 	   bag s 	   for	   MG	   Colleg e.	   Please	  
c ontac t 	   her	   with	   any 	   informat ion	   on	   freebies 	   or	   potent ial	   c ont ributors .	   A ll	   items 	   should	  

be	   sent 	   to	   Pat t ie	   in	   Bedford	   prior	   to	   MG	   Colleg e.	   Plan	   on	   at 	   leas t 	   3 2 5 	   items 	   for	  
reg is tered	  MG’s 	  and	   speakers .	  

We	  need	  volunteers 	   to	   serve	  on	   the	  educat ion	  c ommit tee	  as 	   they 	  move	   to	  a	  new	  
direc t ion.	   	   S everal	   ideas 	  were	  ment ioned,	   to	   c ombine	  bas ic 	  and	  advanced	  c las ses 	  with	  
unit s ,	  develop	  a	  partnership	  with	   reg ional	  unit s 	  present ing 	  educat ional	  events .	  

Please	   let 	  Bet ty 	  know	   if 	   you	  are	   interes ted	   in	   serv ing 	  on	   the	  c ommit tee.	  

Remember	   the	  meet ing 	  planned	   in	  Henric o	   in	  Feb.	  by 	   the	  Communic at ion/ Unit 	   S upport 	  

Commit tee	  c oncerning 	   “S t rateg ies 	   for	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  unit ’s 	   surv iv al	   after	  budg et 	  
c uts ”.	  

Please	  have	  unit 	  members 	   look	  at 	   the	   recommendat ions 	  on	   the	  web	  s ite	   for	   talk 	  points 	  
c oncerning 	   the	  budg et 	   c ut .	  Remember	   the	  purpose	   is 	  not 	   c reat ing 	   form	   let ters 	  but 	   to	  

use	   this 	  as 	  a	  g uide	   to	   inform	  our	   representat ives 	  about 	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardner	  prog ram	  
and	   it s 	   role	   in	  Extens ion	  educat ion.	  

New	  Business: 	  

Georg e	  Graine	  asked	   if 	   the	  VMGA 	  could	  ask	  V A 	  T ech	   to	   c reate	  and	  an	  addendum	  to	  
update	   the	  PMG	  rather	   than	  updat ing 	  and	  publishing 	   the	  ent ire	  document .	   	  Mas ter	  

Gardener’s 	   c ould	  eas ily 	  update	   their	  PMG	  by 	  adding 	   the	  updates 	  as 	  published,	  
potent ially 	   s av ing 	  a	   lot 	  of 	  money 	  on	  publishing 	  and	  dis t ribut ion	  c os t s .	   	   	  



Georg e	  also	  asked	   if 	   the	  PMG	  could	  be	  available	   to	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  on-‐line	   for	  an	  easy 	  
reference.	  Dave	   said	  he	  would	   look	   in	   to	   the	  pos s ibilit y .	  

Bet ty 	   reminded	  unit 	   reps 	   to	   send	   in	  unit 	   report s 	   to	  Chris ty 	  Brennan	  with	   the	   sug g es ted	  
informat ion	   for	   the	  news let ter	  and	  web	  s ite.	   	  

Bet ty 	  asked	   those	  present 	   to	  be	   thinking 	  of 	  way s 	  we	  could	   sell	   the	  v alue	  of 	  VMGA 	  
membership	   to	  all	   	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  who	  are	  not 	  members .	   	  

Next 	  VMGA 	  meet ing 	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Dec1 3 th	  –	  C larksv ille	  at 	   the	  L amplig hter	  Res taurant 	  
1 0 :0 0 	  a.m.	   	   	  

Meet ing 	  adjourned	  at 	  1 :3 0 	  p.m.	   	  

Respec t fully 	   submit ted,	  

	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  VMGA 	  S ec retary 	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  
T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

October	  11, 	  2008	  
	  

	   	   	   Balance	  Sheet	   	   	  

	   Data	  A s 	  OF:	   	   9 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 8 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Assets 	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Chec king 	  A c count 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   $ 7 ,3 0 8 .8 2 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
PDR	  Educat ion	  Endowment 	  CD	  
Balance	   	   	   $ 1 3 ,5 6 6 .2 4 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Reserve	  CD	  # 1 	  Balance	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Reserve	  CD	  # 2 	  Balance	   	   	   	   $ 4 ,6 1 8 .2 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Future	  Dues 	  CD	  Balance	   	   	   	   $ 5 ,7 1 0 .2 1 	  



	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Fundrais ing 	   Inventory 	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,1 3 7 .5 7 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Total 	  Assets	   	   $ 3 2 ,3 4 1 .0 4 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

L iabi l i t ies 	   	   	   	   	  

	   Unearned	   Income	   -‐	   Future	  Dues 	   	   	   $ 6 ,0 7 5 .0 1 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Funds 	  
Payable	   	   	   $ 5 2 5 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Planned	  
Gift s 	  Payable	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Res t ric ted	  Gift s 	   for	  S cholarships 	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  
Total 	  

L iabi l i t ies 	   	   $ 6 ,6 0 0 .0 1 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Net	  Assets 	   	   	   	   	  

	   A c cumulated	  Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 2 0 ,4 9 6 .5 7 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Current 	  Year	  Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 5 ,2 4 4 .4 6 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  



	   	   	  
Total 	  Net	  

Assets 	   	   $ 2 5 ,7 4 1 .0 3 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  

Total 	  
L iabi l i t ies	  and	  
Net	  Assets 	   	   $ 3 2 ,3 4 1 .0 4 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  

T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

October	  11,	  2008	  

	  

Chec king 	  
Balance	  as 	  of 	  
7 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 8 	   	   	   	   	   $ 1 1 ,9 5 8 .9 7 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   Receipts 	   	   	   	   $ 3 4 3 .2 3 	  

	   	   	  
Coord	  Endowment 	  
Gift s 	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Dues 	  FY 	  1 0 -‐1 9 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
FY 	  0 9 	  dues 	  
( c urrent 	  FY ) 	   $ 8 4 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Fundrais ing 	   	   $ 1 5 9 .2 3 	   	  

	   	   	   Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Res t ric ted	  Gift 	   for	  
S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   D isbursements 	   	   	   	   -‐$ 2 0 8 .4 9 	  

	   	   	   Comm/ S upport 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Coord	  Endowment 	  
Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Coord	  Endow	  Gift 	  

$ 0 .0 0 	   	  



T rans fers 	  

	   	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Educat ion	  
S cholarship-‐S pec 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   E lec t ions 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	  
to	  Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Market ing 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Membership	  &	  
Ros ter	   -‐$ 2 2 .6 8 	   	  

	   	   	   News let ter	   	   -‐$ 1 8 5 .8 1 	   	  

	   	   	   S tate	  Fair	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   Pres ident 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   S ec retary 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   T reasurer	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   T rans fers 	   	   	   	   -‐$ 4 ,7 8 4 .8 9 	  

	   	   	   EEF 	  Gift 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
L ifet ime	  Dues 	  
T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Reserve	  CD	  
T rans fers 	  

-‐
$ 4 ,7 8 4 .8 9 	   	  

	   	   	  
Fundrais ing 	  
Inventory 	  T rans fer	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  



	  

Chec king 	  
Balance	  as 	  of 	   9 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 8 	   	   	   	   $ 7 ,3 0 8 .8 2 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  
Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Reserve	  and	  EEF 	  

CD's 	   $ 1 7 5 .7 5 	   	  

	   	   Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Future	  Dues 	  CD	   $ 9 1 .2 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  
T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

October	  11,	  2008	  
Year	  to	  Date	  Income	  &	  Expenses	  to	  Budget	  FY09	   	   	  

Income	  YT D	   	   	   	   	  

	   Committee	   Budget	   Income	   	   	  

	   Membership	   	   	   	   	  

	  
FY 	  0 9 	   ( L ifet ime/ Prior	  
Year) 	   $ 3 ,6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 4 ,3 5 6 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   FY 	  0 9 	   ( Current 	  FY ) 	   $ 1 ,6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 7 9 2 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   S ubtotal	   $ 5 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 ,1 4 8 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   Fundrais ing 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 9 0 4 .8 8 	   	   	  

	   Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 1 5 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   Interes t 	   Income	   	   	   $ 2 6 6 .9 5 	   	   	  

	  
Res t ric ted	  Gift 	   for	  
S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   total	   $ 9 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 6 ,3 3 4 .8 3 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Expenses 	  YT D	   	   	   	   	  

	   Committee	   Budget	   Expense	   Year-‐End	   	  



	   Comm/ S upport 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	  
Coord	  Endowment 	  

Cmte	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	  
Educat ion	  S cholarship-‐
S pec 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   $ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   E lec t ions 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	  
Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  
Endowment 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Market ing 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Membership	  &	  Ros ter	   $ 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 4 9 .8 8 	   $ 1 ,8 5 0 .1 2 	   	  

	   News let ter	   $ 1 ,3 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 8 5 .8 1 	   $ 1 ,1 1 4 .1 9 	   	  

	   S tate	  Fair	   $ 3 5 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 5 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   Pres ident 	   $ 1 2 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 7 3 .0 9 	   $ 5 1 .9 1 	   	  

	   	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   S ec retary 	   $ 3 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 5 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   T reasurer	   $ 6 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 8 1 .5 9 	   -‐$ 1 6 .5 9 	   	  

	   total	   $ 9 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 ,0 9 0 .3 7 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Year	  to	  Date	  Endowment	  &	  Restr icted	  Funds	  Transactions	  FY09	   	  

	   Fund	  

Balance	  to	  
Start 	  F iscal 	  

Year	  
Funds	  

Received	   Transfers	   Balance	  

	   Coordinator	  Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 2 5 .0 0 	  

	   L ifet ime	  Dues 	  FY 	  1 0 -‐1 9 	   $ 1 3 2 .0 0 	   $ 3 2 4 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 4 5 6 .0 0 	  

	   Educat ion	  Endowment 	   $ 1 2 3 .0 0 	   $ 1 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 3 8 .0 0 	  



	  
Planned	  Gift s 	   to	  Coord	  
Endow	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   Reserve	  Funds 	  CD's 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   total	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,1 1 9 .0 0 	  

	  
Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Associat ion, 	   Inc. 	  

Bi-‐ 	  Monthly	  Meeting	   	  
December	  13, 	  2008	  (amended	  11/6/12) 	  

Clarksvi l le, 	  South	  Central 	  Master	  Gardeners	   	   	  

	  
Attendance:	  (Albemarle/Charlottesville)	  Joyce	  Grunewald;	  	  (Alton)	  Charles	  and	  Loretta	  Stallard;	  	  (Blue	  
Ridge)	  Charlie	  Whittle;	  (Brunswick)	  Vicki	  Nixon,	  Virginia	  Myrick;	  	  (Chesapeake)	  Pinky	  Derieux;	  
(Clarksville)	  Lori	  Hamlet;	  	  (Gloucester)	  Bonnie	  Bernard;	  	  (Green	  Spring)	  Cyndi	  Bishop;	  (Halifax)	  	  Sonya	  
Post,	  Jeannine	  Hall,	  Donna	  Branuda,	  Joan	  Layman,	  	  Edna	  Gietence,	  Joan	  Whitt,	  Bill	  McCaleb;	  	  (Hanover)	  
Christy	  Brennan,	  Cheri	  Haggerty;	  	  (James	  City	  County/Williamsburg)	  Jim	  and	  Nelda	  Pressly,	  Susan	  
Giandomenico;	  	  (Louisa)	  Tina	  Chalekie,	  Ira	  Wallace;	  	  (Lynchburg,	  Amherst,	  Campbell)	  	  Karen	  Sacasky;	  
(Mecklenberg)	  	  Glenn	  Jurczyk,	  	  Michele	  Maleno,	  Carolyn	  Hite,	  Nancy	  Drewry;	  (Prince	  George)	  Cheryl	  
Sebera;	  	  (Prince	  William)	  Janet	  and	  Bill	  Scott,	  Frank	  Reilly;	  (Norfolk)	  Don	  Snipes;	  (Rockbridge)	  David	  
Mims;	  	  (Roanoke)	  	  Katherine	  Debnar;	  	  (Virginia	  Beach)	  Jim	  and	  Mary	  Ann	  Kincaid,	  Fran	  Shelton,	  Betty	  
Villers,	  Paul	  Campbell;	  	  (VT/VCE)	  Dave	  Close,	  Dawn	  Lerch;	  and	  (York)	  Jackie	  Lohr.	  	  	  
	   	   	  

Cal l 	   to	  Order	  –	   	  
Pres ident 	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	   c alled	   the	  meet ing 	   to	  order	  at 	  1 0 :0 0 am	   	  

Introductions; 	  
Glen	   J urc z yk	   int roduced	   the	  S outh	  Cent ral	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  which	  has 	  a	   larg e	   footprint 	  
in	  V irg inia	   represent ing 	   four	   c ount ies ,	  Brunswic k,	   L unenburg ,	  Mecklenberg ,	  and	  
Not toway ) .	  T here	  are	  4 2 	  ac t iv e	  Mas ter	  Gardeners ,	  which	  volunteer	  at 	   the	  S tate	  Fair,	  
and	  have	  had	   several	   v ery 	   suc ces s ful	  educat ional	  events 	   in	  partnership	  with	   the	   town	  
of 	  C larksv ille.	   T he	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  have	  been	  working 	  with	   the	  V CE	  off ic e	   to	  educate	  
the	  public 	  on	  maintaining 	  healthy 	  plants 	   such	  as 	  az aleas .	   	  A dvance	   t raining 	  with	   t rees 	  

and	  woody 	  plants 	  will	  be	  held	   for	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardeners .	   	  

Int roduc t ion	  –	  A ll	   at tendees 	  were	   recog niz ed	  by 	  name	  and	   the	  unit 	   they 	   represented.	  

Minutes: 	  
The	  minutes	  of	  the	  October	  Bi-‐monthly	  meeting	  were	  approved	  as	  posted	  on	  line.	  	  
	  
Treasurer’s 	  Report 	  –	  Bi l l 	  Scott 	   	  
Bill	  presented	  copies	  of	  the	  treasurers	  report,	  there	  have	  been	  no	  significant	  expenses	  incurred.	  The	  
treasurer’s	  report	  was	  accepted	  as	  read	  and	  will	  be	  filed	  for	  audit.	  	  
The	  report	  is	  attached	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  document	  



	  
COMMITTEE	  REPORTS:	  
	  
Newsletter-‐ 	  Peggy	  Fox-‐	  Content	  Editor, 	  not	  present	  no	  report	  submitted.	  

T he	  news let ter	  was 	  dis t ributed	  and	  will	  be	  evolv ing 	  as 	   the	  new	  members 	  and	  editors 	  
obtain	  more	  experience.	   	  

Reminder:	  Peg g y 	  would	   like	   the	  unit 	   reps 	   to	   report 	   c ertain	   informat ion	   in	   their	  

report s 	   such	  as :	   	  

- -‐ 	  What 	  dis t ric t 	   your	  unit 	  operates .	  
	   -‐ 	  What 	  new	  projec t s 	  or	  prog rams 	  has 	  your	  unit 	  beg un	   s ince	   the	   las t 	   report ing 	  
t ime	  period? 	   	   	  
-‐ 	   	  What 	  ong oing 	  projec t s 	  or	  prog rams 	  are	  your	  unit s 	   involved?	  
	   -‐ 	   T it les 	  of 	  prog rams 	  conduc ted	   s ince	   las t 	   report ing 	  period,	  please	   inc lude	  a	  brief 	  
desc ript ion	  
-‐	  # 	  of 	   c lients 	  who	  part ic ipated	  or	  were	  as s is ted	  
	   -‐ 	  Current 	   total	  # 	  of 	  ac t iv e	  volunteers ,	  how	  many 	  volunteer	   serv ic e	  hours 	  has 	  
your	  unit 	   log g ed? 	  
Please	   send	  unit 	   report s 	   to	  Chris ty 	  Brennan	  by 	   J an	  2 .	   	  
	   	  

Membership	  –	  Mary	  Ann	  Kincaid, 	  Chair 	   	  
A s 	  of 	  December	  1 1 ,	   there	  are	  5 2 7 	  c urrent 	  members 	  of 	   the	  V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  
A s soc iat ion.	   	  Of 	   these,	  3 6 0 	  are	  A c t ive	  members ,	  8 	  are	  A ux iliary 	  members ,	   and	  1 5 9 	  are	  

L ifet ime	  members .	  

T his 	   is 	   an	   inc rease	  of 	  8 	  members 	   s ince	  Oc tober	  and	   is 	  2 6 	  members 	  more	   than	  
December	  of 	   las t 	   y ear.	  

Please	  make	  a	  note	   that 	  VMGA 	  By -‐L aws 	   require	   that 	  Unit 	  Reps 	  be	  members 	  of 	   the	  
org aniz at ion.	   	   If 	   there	  are	  any 	  ques t ions 	  about 	   this 	  polic y ,	  please	  c ontac t 	   the	  
membership	   c hair.	  

Unit 	  Support	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  
Members :	  Pat 	  Reilly ,	  K aren	  S ac asky ,	  Pinky 	  Derieux ,	  and	  whoever	  else	  we	  need.	   	   	  

1 . T he	  unit 	   support 	   c ommit tee	  answered	  ques t ions 	  by 	   two	  unit s 	  about 	   the	   role	  
of 	  A dvanced	  Mas ter	  Gardener	   in	   loc al	  unit s 	  and	  within	  Extens ion.	  

2 . T he	  unit 	  updated	  &	  maintained	  a	  pag e	  at 	   the	  webs ite	  about 	  Budg et 	   is sues 	  
3 . T he	  unit 	   c ont inued	   to	  plan	   for	  a	  February 	   spec ial	  educat ional	  event 	   reg arding 	  

c hang es 	  and	  preparat ions 	   for	   lean	   t imes 	  ahead.	  
	  
Communication	  Committee	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  
	  Members: 	  Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  Kathryn	  Debnar, 	  Betsy	  Lyon,	  and	  whoever	  else	  we	  can	  get. 	   	  

1 . November	  1 0 th	  marked	  our	   seventh	  anniversary 	  as 	  VMGA .net .	   	  We’ve	  g rown	   from	  
a	   s ing le	  pag e	  g iv ing 	   the	  minutes 	  of 	   the	   las t 	  meet ing 	   to	  a	   larg e	  web	  s ite	  with	  



more	   than	  2 2 0 	  pag es 	  of 	   c ontent 	  and	  more	   than	  6 0 ,0 0 0 	   ( 6 6 ,3 7 5 	  unique	  v is itors 	  
in	  2 0 0 8 	   so	   far) 	   v is itors 	  annually .	  

2 . S ince	   the	  Oc tober	   reg ularly 	   s c heduled	  meet ing 	   there	  have	  been	  9 9 8 6 	  v is itors 	   to	  
VMGA .net .	   	  Many 	  of 	  our	  v is itors 	   c ome	  v ia	   search	  eng ines 	   like	  Goog le	  &	  Yahoo.	  

3 . S ince	   the	  Oc tober	   reg ularly 	   s c heduled	  meet ing ,	   the	  web	  pag e	  has 	  been	  updated	  
on	  6 4 	   separate	  oc c as ions .	  

4 . T he	  mos t 	  popular	  pag es 	   in	   the	   las t 	   two	  months 	  have	  been	  Calendar	  and	  
Endowment ;	  but 	  more	   than	  5 8% 	  of 	  our	  pag e	  v iews 	  come	   in	   through	   the	   front 	  
pag e.	   	   	  

5 . K athryn	  Debnar	   is 	   c urrent ly 	  ac cept ing 	   c hang es 	   to	   the	  c alendar.	   	   	  
6 . Cheri	  Hag g erty 	  maintains 	   the	   links 	  pag e.	   	   	  
7 . We	  are	  currently 	  working	  on	  the	  MG	  Col lege	  Recruit ing	  Presentation. 	   	  We	  could	  

use	  some	  photos	  of 	  act iv it ies, 	  and	  the	  Sunday	  going	  away	  picnic. 	   	   T he	  
Presentat ion	   is 	  up	   there	  now,	  but 	  will	  be	   re-‐mas tered	   in	   J anuary .	  

	  
	  

F inance	  Committee	  –	  Ted	  Jenks, 	  Chair 	  

Members: 	   	   J im	  Kincaid	  (Virginia	  Beach), 	  Nancy	  Golden	  (Goochland	  Powhatan), 	  Brenda	  
Shimchek	  (Hanover) 	  

	   T ed	  was 	  not 	  present 	  at 	   the	  meet ing ,	  but 	  asked	   that 	  B ill	   S c ot t 	  prov ide	   this 	   report .	   	  

VMGA	  Board	  and	  Finance	  Committee	  Members:	  

A t 	   the	   J une	  2 0 0 8 	  meet ing 	  of 	   the	  VMGA 	  Execut ive	  Board	  with	  CA L S 	  Dean	  S harron	  

Quisenberry 	  and	  Extens ion	  Direc tor	  Mark	  McCann	   it 	  was 	  brought 	   to	  our	  at tent ion	   that 	  
the	  V A 	  T ech	  Foundat ion	  c an	   set 	  up	  ac counts 	   for	   loc al	  unit s ,	   and	  pos s ibly 	  VMGA ,	   that 	  
pay 	   interes t 	  of 	  about 	  4 % 	  per	  year.	  Unt il	   J une	  2 0 0 9 	   the	  Foundat ion	  will	  waive	   the	   init ial	  
fee	  which	   is 	  normally 	  7 % .	  Dawn	  L erch	   ( 5 4 0 -‐	  2 3 1 -‐5 5 4 6 ) 	  was 	   ident if ied	  as 	   the	  point 	  of 	  
c ontac t 	   for	   f inding 	  out 	  more	  about 	   these	  ac counts .	  A t 	   the	  A ugus t 	  2 0 0 8 	  meet ing 	  of 	  
the	  VMGA 	  Board,	   the	  F inance	  Commit tee	  ac cepted	  an	  ac t ion	   to	  g et 	  more	   informat ion	  
about 	   this 	  opportunity 	   for	  VMGA 	  and	  all	  V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  unit s .	   	  

A t tached	   is 	   the	   report 	   for	   the	  F inance	  Commit tee	   for	   your	   informat ion	  and	   rev iew.	   If 	  
any 	  of 	   you	  have	  ques t ions 	  or	   c oncerns 	  please	  c ontac t 	  T ed	   J enks 	  as 	   soon	  as 	  you	  are	  
able.	  

T his 	   report 	  has 	  been	   rev iewed	  by 	  Dawn	  L erch	  and	  others 	  at 	  V A 	  T ech	   for	  ac curac y 	  of 	  
interpretat ion	  of 	   foundat ion	   rules 	  and	  g uidelines .	  A s 	  a	   result 	   the	   f inal	  parag raph	  was 	  
added	   to	   c larify 	   that 	   the	   recommendat ion	  applies 	  primarily 	   to	  unit 	  operat ing 	   funds 	   in	  
c hec king 	  ac counts 	  and	  CD’s .	  

	  



Special 	  Committees:	  
	  

Endowment	  Committee	  : 	   	  Katherine	  Debnar, 	  Chair 	  

Katherine	  distributed	  a	  report:	  the	  highlights	  are	  below	  
The	  official	  opening	  of	  the	  program	  was	  enthusiastically	  received.	  
As	  of	  October	  15,	  2008	  
Cash	  on	  Hand	  (	  includes	  gifts	  an	  payments	  	  	  109,485.50	  
O/S	  Pledge	  balance	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  24,090.00	  
Mr.	  Dempsey’s	  deferred	  gift	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  100,000.00	  
Interest	  earned	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  15,084.74	  
Total	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  248,660.24	  
Given	  the	  current	  state	  of	  economy	  we	  need	  to	  be	  realistic	  in	  our	  goals	  and	  more	  specific	  in	  the	  
upcoming	  plans	  and	  events.	  Remember	  if	  every	  Master	  Gardener	  would	  contribute	  $50	  for	  5	  we	  would	  
achieve	  our	  goal	  today.	  	  
Currently	  	  
4 	  people	  pledg ed	   	   	  $ 2 5 .0 0 	   for	  5 	  years 	  

5 6 	  people	  pledg ed	  $ 5 0 	   for	  5 	  

1 4 	  people	  pledg ed	  $ 1 0 0 	   for	  5 	   	  

We	  need	   to	  plan	  and	   implement 	  another	  approach	  where	  we	  c an	  g o	   into	   c ommunit ies 	  
and	  g ive	   talks 	  about 	   the	   role	  of 	   the	  V A 	  T ech	  Foundat ion	  and	  VMGA 	  reg arding 	   the	  
MGCEF.	  

VA	  Green	  Industry	  Counci l : 	   	  Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  Chair 	  
	  

T he	  V irg inia	  Green	   Indus t ry 	  Counc il	   also	  partners 	  with	   	   the	   	  V irg inia	  A g ribus ines s 	  Counc il	  

and	  V irg inia	  Department 	  of 	  A g ric ulture	  and	  Consumer	  S c ience	   ( V DACS ) .	  

• A s 	  a	   result 	  of 	   leg is lat ion	  earlier	   this 	   year,	   a	  V DACS 	  commit tee	  has 	  been	  
es tablished	   to	   rev iew	  pending 	   reg ulat ions 	   for	   c ommerc ial	   fert iliz er	  applic at ion	  on	  
non-‐ag ric ultural	   lands .	  Met 	  with	   lawn	  c are	  operator	  members 	  of 	   the	  V irg inia	  
T urfg ras s 	  Counc il	   to	  dis cus s 	  pending 	   reg ulat ions 	   for	   c ommerc ial	   fert iliz er	  
applic at ion	  on	  non-‐ag ric ultural	   lands .	  

• Authored	  art ic le	   for	  a	  quarterly 	  news let ter	  published	  by 	   "Mis s ion	  H2O"	   to	  g ive	  
the	  perspec t ive	   from	  ag ribus ines s 	  on	  Water	  S upply 	  Planning 	  effot s 	   ( "Mis s ion	  
H2O"	   is 	  a	  priv ate	   s takeholders 	  g roup	   t rac king 	  water	   supply 	  planning 	  
developments 	   in	  V irg inia) 	   	  

• L ead	  effort s 	   to	   f inaliz e	   recommendat ions 	   to	  amend	   the	  Nut rient 	   	  Manag ement 	  
Cos t -‐S hare	  prac t ic es 	   through	  a	  DCR	  S ubcommit tee	   	  

• A long 	  with	  other	  bus ines s 	   interes t s ,	  prov ided	  comments 	   to	   the	  Governor's 	  
Commis s ion	  on	  C limate	  Chang e	  hig hlig ht ing 	   the	  potent ial	  neg at ive	   impac ts 	  of 	  
some	  of 	   the	  Commis s ion	   recommendat ions 	  on	   the	  priv ate	   sec tor	   	  



• S us tainable	  S ites 	   Init iat iv e	  www.sus tainables ites .org 	   inv ites 	  public 	   c omment 	  on	  
the	  new	  Guidelines 	  and	  Performance	  Benchmarks 	  Draft 	  2 0 0 8 	  T he	   S us t a inab le 	  
S it es 	   Init iat iv e 	   is 	   an	   int erd is c ip linary 	   ef fort 	  
by 	   t he	  Americ an	   S oc iet y 	   o f 	   L ands c ape	  A rc hit ec t s ,	   t he 	   L ady 	   B ird 	   J ohns on	  
Wild f lower	   C ent er	   and 	   t he	  Unit ed 	   S t at es 	   Bot anic 	  Garden	  
t o 	   c reat e 	   v o lunt ary 	   nat ional	   g uidelines 	   and 	   performanc e	   benc hmarks 	   for	  
s us t a inab le 	   land 	   des ig n,	   c ons t ruc t ion	  
and 	  maint enanc e	   prac t ic es .	  

• Next 	  V GIC 	  Meet ing 	   	   -‐T uesday ,	   J anuary 	  2 0 ,	  2 0 0 9 	  at 	  1 0 	  a.m.	   to	  3 	  
p.m	  

• GoGreen	  V irg inia,	  Garden	  Fes t iv al	  
T he	  2 0 0 9 	  Fes t iv al	   is 	   s c heduled	  S aturday 	  S ept 	  1 2 th.	   	  

T heme	  –	  Grown/Made	   in	  V A ,	  S olic it ing 	   speakers ,	  demos 	  and	  vendor	  exhibit s 	   to	  
part ic ipate	   c ontac t 	  Ric k.Baker@vdac s .v irg inia.g ov .	   	  Will	  be	  held	  at 	   the	  Children’s 	  
Museum,	   this 	   is 	   a	  wonderful	   s ite	   for	  a	  plant 	   s ale	  and	  educat ion	  please	   let 	  Cheri	   know	   if 	  
your	  g roup	   is 	   interes ted	   in	  part ic ipat ing .	  

T he	  CV NL 	   short 	   c ourse	  will	  be	  held	  at 	   L ewis 	  Ginter	  Feb	  4 th-‐	  6 th.	   T his 	   is 	   the	  4 0 th	  

anniversary 	  of 	   this 	  event .	  T he	  T it le	   for	   this 	   y ear,	   “Gardening 	   in	   the	  Era	  of 	  C limat ic 	  
Chang e”,	   this 	   three	  day 	  event 	  will	   c os t 	   s lig ht ly 	  more	   than	  prev ious 	  events 	  and	  will	  
inc lude	  very 	  g ood	  g roup	  of 	   speakers .	   	   In	   the	  advert isement 	  of 	  who	  should	  at tend,	  
Green	   Indus t ry 	  members ,	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  and	   the	   sophis t ic ated	  g ardeners 	  are	  
ment ioned.	   	  More	   informat ion	  will	  be	  on	   the	  L ewis 	  Ginter	  web	   s ite.	  

Fund	  Rais ing: 	  Susan	  Giandomenico. 	  -‐ 	  Chair 	  
T o	  date	  we	  have	  made	  $ 2 6 6 .3 1 .	   	   S usan	   	  has 	  made	   fund	   rais ing 	  pac ks 	  which	  c an	  be	  
purchased	   for	  $ 2 0 .0 0 	   to	   show	  c ase	  all	   c urrent 	   items 	   to	  each	   	  unit .	   	  

S usan	  has 	  been	  working 	  on	  new	   items 	  and	  will	  be	  g et t ing 	   samples 	   soon.	   S he	  hopes 	   to	  
have	  pdf	   f iles 	   sent 	   to	   the	  unit 	   reps 	   to	  g et 	   feed	  bac k	  on	   these	   the	   items 	   in	  February .	   	  

Search	  for	  Excel lence: 	   	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Angela	  Cingale	  and	  Bud	  Gregory	   	  

A 	   c opy 	  of 	   the	  draft 	  of 	   the	   recomendat ions 	   to	   the	  unit 	   reps 	   for	   c omment .	   	   	  

T hree	   	   reponses 	  were	   received:	   	   	  

“ 	   the	  ex 	  board	  of 	  out 	  unit 	  dec ided	  a	   c ompet it iv e	  board	   for	  our	  unit 	  was 	  not 	   likely 	  but 	  
we	   support 	   the	   format 	   sug g es ted”.	  

“	   this 	   c onforms 	  o	   the	   internat ional	   requirements 	   ,	   those	  who	  are	   interes ted	  have	  
g uidelines 	   for	   their	  work”.	   	  

“Mos t 	  unit s 	  are	  very 	  happy 	   to	  put 	   tog ether	  a	  new	  projec t 	  display 	  every 	  year	  and	  
present 	   their	  work	  at 	  MG	  Colleg e.	  T hey 	   look	   forward	   to	   f iling 	  out 	  dis cus s ing 	   the	  brag 	  

board	  without 	   f illing 	  out 	   forms 	   to	  qualify 	   for	  a	   fun	  award.	   	  Working 	  and	  enjoy ing 	  our	  



volunteerism	   is 	  where	   it 	   is 	   at 	   for	  mos t 	  of 	   the	  MG’s .	   I	  would	   sug g es t 	   that 	  prior	   to	  MG	  
Colleg e	   the	  applic at ion	   for	   the	  nat ional	  award	  be	   sent 	   to	  all	  unit s 	  and	   let 	   them	  dec ide	   if 	  
they 	  want 	   to	  g o	   farther	   than	  MG	  colleg e.	   	  

During 	   the	  dis cus s ion	   some	  unit 	   reps 	  had	  noted	   that 	   the	  y 	   took	   the	  proposed	   form,	  
followed	   the	  direc t ion	  and	   submit ted	  a	  projec t 	   to	   the	   Internat ional	  MG	  Colleg e.	  No	  
result s 	  have	  been	   reported	   to	  date.	   	  

Bet ty 	   reminded	  members 	   that 	   the	  purpose	  of 	   the	  update	   is 	   to	  have	  our	  winners 	   ready 	  
for	   the	  Nat ional	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Compet it ion.	   	   	  

P. 	  Diane	  Relf 	  Education	  Endowment	  Fund	  : 	  Paul 	  Campbell 	   -‐ 	  Chair 	  

Paul	  will	  beg in	   to	   selec t 	  new	  commit tee	  members 	  and	  dis cus s 	  way s 	   to	  educate	  unit 	  
reps ,	  Extens ion	  A g ents 	  and	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  about 	   the	  availibit it yof 	   s c holarships .	  

Commit tee	  members 	  will	  be	  made	   from	  pas t 	   rec iptants 	  of 	   	   the	   	   s c holarship.	  

Extension	  L ia ison	  -‐ 	  Dave	  Close, 	  MG	  Coordinator	  
• MGCAT 	  met 	   in	  November.	  Worked	  on	   tours 	  and	   leadership	   t raining 	  and	  

something 	  new:	  workshops 	   (mic ropropag at ion,	  dig ital	  photog raphy ,	   f loral	  
arrang ing ) .	  A lan	  A rmitag e	  has 	  ag reed	   to	  be	  our	  keynote	   speaker.	   	  

• S t ill	  working 	  on	  handbook	   rev is ion.	  Delayed	   the	   release	  unt il	   summer	  2 0 0 9 .	  
• Nat ional	   rev iew	  of 	  MG	  prog ram	  was 	   launched	   in	   late	  November.	  A t 	   leas t 	  5 	  

s tates 	  have	  already 	   responded.	  Deadline	   for	  data	   c ollec t ion	   is 	   J anuary 	  1 5 .	  
• S cot t s 	   c an	  offer	   to	  do	  advanced	   t raining s 	   for	  MGs 	  on	  a	  v ariety 	  of 	   topic s ;	  

have	  been	  doing 	   this 	   in	  GA 	   for	  a	   c ouple	  of 	   years .	   S cot t s 	  T raining 	   Ins t itute.	   .	   .	  
.	   .	   I	   spent 	  3 	  day s 	   in	  Mary sv ille,	  OH	  at 	   their	  Global	  headquarters 	   taking 	   their	  
S T I.	   L ooks 	  very 	  g ood	  with	  many 	  opportunit ies 	   to	  partner	  with	  S cot t s 	   ( email	  
alert s ,	   t raining 	   resources :	  online	  and	   fac e-‐to-‐fac e,	  produc t 	   s amples ) 	  

• L as t 	  week	   (December	  2 ,	  3 ) 	   I	  part ic ipated	   in	   the	  S outhern	  Reg ion	   IPM	  Center	  
A dv isory 	  Counc il	  meet ing .	   I	  was 	  appointed	   to	   the	  c ounc il	   in	   late	  2 0 0 7 .	   I	  had	  
t ime	  on	   the	  ag enda	   to	   talk 	  about 	  how	  EMG	  prog rams 	   in	   the	   southern	   reg ion	  
c an	  work	  with	   the	  S RIPMC 	  collaborat ively .	  Made	  c ontac t 	  with	  an	  entomolog is t 	  
from	  UGA 	  and	  will	  work	  with	  him	  on	  an	  RFA 	   to	  pull	   EMG	   into	   IPM	  work	   in	  
southern	   reg ion.	   IPM	  was 	  c hang ed	   in	   the	  2 0 0 8 	  Farm	  Bill.	   Former	   formula	  
funding 	  was 	   c hang ed	   to	   c ompet it iv e.	  Many 	  commodity 	  g roups 	  are	  upset 	  and	  
t ry ing 	   to	   reverse	   this 	   leg is lat ion.	  

• Work	  on	  EA B	  with	  US FS 	   is 	  proceeding 	   in	  Northern	  Dis t ric t .	  Working 	  out 	   the	  
details 	   for	  a	  g rant 	   to	   fund	  our	  effort s .	  

• On	  November	  6 ,	   g ave	  a	  presentat ion	  along 	  with	  Barb	  S tewart 	  and	  Frank	  Reilly 	  
at 	   the	  2 0 0 9 	  Bac kyards 	  and	  Beyond	  F irewise	  Conference.	  Between	  3 0 	  and	  
people	   sat 	   in	  on	  our	   talk;	  was 	  moderated	  by 	  Frank	  T urc k	  of 	  V A 	  DOF.	  Reg ional	  
f irewise	   t raining 	  was 	  offered	  on	  December	  8 ,	   in	  Charlot tesv ille.	   J us t 	  under	  
1 0 0 	  people	  were	   reg is tered	   to	  at tend.	   L ouisa’s 	   t raining 	  was 	  pos tponed	  due	  
to	  health	  problems 	  with	   the	  c oordinator.	  



• Dean	  Quisenberry 	   s c heduled	   forums 	  with	   the	  Colleg e	  on	  December	  1 2 	  &	  1 5 	  
to	  bring 	  everyone	  up	   to	   speed	  on	   the	   s tate	  of 	   the	  Colleg e.	  We	  are	  wait ing 	   for	  
Governor	  K aine	   to	  announce	  budg et 	  dec is ions 	  on	  December	  1 6 .	   I	   forwarded	  
some	   informat ion	   to	  VMGA 	   to	   forward	  on	   to	  everyone	  about 	   c ontac t ing 	   s tate	  
senators 	  and	  deleg ates 	  before	   the	  holiday s 	  hit 	   for	  personal	   c ontac t s 	  before	  
they 	  g o	  bac k	   into	   ses s ion	   in	   J anuary .	  

Unit 	  Reports: 	  

T he	   unit 	   reps 	  were	   asked	   to	   send	   their	   report s 	   to	   the	   sec retary .	   T hey 	  will	   be	   pos ted	   at 	  
www.VMGA .net 	  and	  printed	   in	   the	  next 	  news let ter.	  

Presidents	  Report: 	   	  Betty	  Vi l lers 	  

President’s 	  Question	  of 	  the	  Day	  : 	  “how	  c an	   the	  VMGA 	  bes t 	   serve	   the	  MG’s 	   in	  your	  unit 	  

in	   reference	   to	  educat ional	  opportunites 	   	  

It 	  was 	  g ood	   to	  hear	  what 	   the	  VMGA 	  representat ives 	  determined.	   S everal	   ideas 	  were	  
ment ioned,	   to	   c ombine	  bas ic 	  and	  advanced	  c las ses 	  with	  unit s ,	  develop	  a	  partnership	  
with	   reg ional	  unit s 	  present ing 	  educat ional	  events .	  T he	  new	  members 	  of 	   the	  educat ion	  
c ommit tee	   represent 	  all	   reg ions ,	  met 	  during 	   lunch	  Barbara	  Greer	   ( Prince	  Georg e) 	  will	  be	  

the	  new	  chair	  of 	   the	  c ommit tee.	   	  

Please	  c ontac t 	  K atherine	  Debnar	   to	   s chedule	  a	  presentat ion	   from	   the	  endowment 	  
c ommit tee	   for	   your	  unit .	   	  

Unfinished	  Business-‐ 	  

S ites	  for	  the	  VMGA	  Bi-‐Monthly	  Meetings	  –	   	   	  

• T he	  current 	  2 0 0 8 	   	  meet ing 	  c alendar	   is 	   :	  
December-‐	  C larksv ille	   	  

	  

• For	  2 0 0 9 	   the	   s chedule	   is :	  
February -‐Hanover	  

A pril-‐ 	   L ouisa	  

J une-‐	  V A 	  T ech	   -‐MG	  Colleg e	  

A ugus t -‐	   L ynchburg 	  

Oc tober	  –	   L ex ing ton	  area	  

December-‐	  Open	  

	  

Pat ty 	   Gamache	   has 	   volunteered	   to	   be	   in	   c harg e	   of 	   g oody 	   bag s 	   for	   MG	   Colleg e.	   Please	  

c ontac t 	   her	   with	   any 	   informat ion	   on	   freebies 	   or	   potent ial	   c ont ributors ;	   we	   are	   looking 	  



for	   g ood	   items 	   and	   not 	   literature.	   A ll	   items 	   should	   be	   sent 	   to	   Pat t ie	   in	   Bedford	   prior	   to	  
MG	  Colleg e.	  Plan	  on	  at 	   leas t 	  3 2 5 	   items 	   for	   reg is tered	  MG’s 	  and	   speakers .	  

We	  need	  volunteers 	   to	   serve	  on	   the	  educat ion	  c ommit tee	  as 	   they 	  move	   to	  a	  new	  
direc t ion.	   	   S everal	   ideas 	  were	  ment ioned,	   to	   c ombine	  bas ic 	  and	  advanced	  c las ses 	  with	  
unit s ,	  develop	  a	  partnership	  with	   reg ional	  unit s 	  present ing 	  educat ional	  events .	  

Please	   let 	  Bet ty 	  know	   if 	   you	  are	   interes ted	   in	   serv ing 	  on	   the	  c ommit tee.	  

Remember	   the	  meet ing 	  planned	   in	  Henric o	   in	  Feb.	  by 	   the	  Communic at ion/ Unit 	   S upport 	  
Commit tee	  c oncerning 	   “S t rateg ies 	   for	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  unit ’s 	   surv iv al	   after	  budg et 	  
c uts ”.	  

Please	  have	  unit 	  members 	   look	  at 	   the	   recommendat ions 	  on	   the	  web	  s ite	   for	   talk 	  points 	  
c oncerning 	   the	  budg et 	   c ut .	  Remember	   the	  purpose	   is 	  not 	   c reat ing 	   form	   let ters 	  but 	   to	  
use	   this 	  as 	  a	  g uide	   to	   inform	  our	   representat iv es 	  about 	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardner	  prog ram	  
and	   it s 	   role	   in	  Extens ion	  educat ion.	  

New	  Business: 	  

Bet ty 	   reminded	  unit 	   reps 	   to	   send	   in	  unit 	   report s 	   to	  Chris ty 	  Brennan	  with	   the	   sug g es ted	  
informat ion	   for	   the	  news let ter	  and	  web	  s ite.	   	  

We	  are	   sending 	  around	  a	   sheet 	   for	  updat ing 	   c oncerning 	   the	   s cheduling 	  of 	   the	   t raining 	  

c las ses 	   for	  each	  unit .	  Please	  update	   the	   sheet 	  with	  when	  your	  unit 	   s c hedules 	   the	  
t raining 	   c las ses .	  

Paul	  Campbell	   –	  proposal	  by 	   the	  S cholarship	   c ommit tee	  a	   total	  of 	   s ix 	  1 0 0 	  dollar	  
s c holarships 	  will	  be	  presented,	   the	  c ommit tee	  would	   like	   to	  propose	   small	  unit s 	  with	  7 0 	  
members 	  or	   les s 	  have	  at 	   leas t 	  2 	   s c holarships 	  per	  year.	   	  Current ly 	   there	  are	  more	  

	   than	  3 5 	  unit s 	  with	   les s 	   than	  7 0 	  members 	  and	  2 5 	   larg er	  unit s 	  with	  over	  7 0 	  members .	   	  

Paul	  presented	  a	  mot ion	   to	   set 	  as ide	  2 	  VMGA 	  s cholarships 	   to	  qualif ied	  applic ants 	  of 	  

unit s 	  with	   les s 	   than	  7 0 	  members .	  

Mot ion	  pas ses .	  

Feb	  4 -‐6 th	   	   S hort 	   c ourse	  at 	   L ewis 	  Ginter	  Partner	  with	  V CE	  have	  not 	  heard	  any 	  
informat ion	  as 	  of 	   yet .	   	  

S ilent 	  A uc t ion	   for	  Mas ter	  Gardner	  Colleg e	  –	   L es lie	  Paulsen	  will	  be	   c ontac t ing 	  everyone	  
for	  donat ions .	   	  

J an	  1 9 th	   the	  VMGA 	  Board	  will	  be	  meet ing 	  with	  V A 	  T ech	  department 	  heads 	   to	  dis cus s 	  
c urrent 	   topic s 	   .Please	  e-‐mail	  Bet ty 	  any 	  ques t ions 	  you	  or	  your	  unit 	  mig ht 	  want 	   to	  ask.	  

Inc lement 	  weather	  polic y 	  –	   In	   c ase	  of 	   in-‐c limate	  weather	  meet ing 	   informat ion	  will	  be	  

updated	  on	   the	  webs ite	  by 	  6 :0 0 	  am	  of 	   the	  date	  of 	   the	  meet ing .	   	  



Cheri	  Hag g erty 	  proposed	   that 	   the	  VMGA 	  co-‐sponsor	  a	  booth	   that 	   the	  Maymont 	  home	  
and	  g arden	   show	   in	  Ric hmond.	  $ 1 7 5 .0 0 	   is 	  ½ 	   the	  c os t 	  of 	   the	  booth.	   	   T he	  Booth	  will	  be	  
s taffed	  by 	  VMGA 	  and	  Hanover	  MG’s .	   	  

F iv e	  V a.	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  had	  g ardening 	   t ips 	  published	   in	   the	  Bac kyard	  Gardening 	  
Mag az ine.	   	  

T he	  A pril	  meet ing 	  was 	   s cheduled	   for	  Eas ter	  weekend,	  Bet ty 	   c hang ed	   to	   the	  next 	  

weekend	  A pril	   1 8 th.	   	  

Next 	  VMGA 	  meet ing 	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Feb.1 4 th	  –	  Hanover	  County 	  at 	   the	  DDS 	  Building 	  on	  
Route	  1 ,	  1 0 :0 0 	  a.m.	   	   	  

Meet ing 	  adjourned	  at 	  1 :3 0 	  p.m.	   	  

Respec t fully 	   submit ted,	  

	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  VMGA 	  S ec retary 	  

	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  
T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

December	  2 0 0 8 	  

	   	  
Balance	  

Sheet	   	   	   	  

	  
Data	  A s 	  

OF:	   1 1 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 8 	   	   	   	  

Chec king 	  A c count 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   $ 6 ,1 6 3 .1 8 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

PDR	  Educat ion	  Endowment 	  CD	  
Balance	   	   	   $ 1 3 ,6 9 1 .4 2 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Reserve	  CD	  # 1 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Reserve	  CD	  # 2 	  

Balance	   	   	   	   $ 4 ,6 1 8 .2 0 	   	  



	   	   	   	   	   	  

Future	  Dues 	  CD	  

Balance	   	   	   	   $ 5 ,7 5 6 .3 4 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Fundrais ing 	  
Inventory 	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,1 3 7 .5 7 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   Total 	  Assets	   	   $ 3 1 ,3 6 6 .7 1 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Unearned	   Income	   -‐	   Future	  
Dues 	   	   	   $ 6 ,1 8 3 .0 1 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Funds 	  
Payable	   	   	   $ 5 4 5 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Coordinator	  Endowment 	  
Planned	  Gift s 	  Payable	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Res t ric ted	  Gift s 	   for	  

S cholarships 	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  
Total 	  

L iabi l i t ies 	   	   $ 6 ,7 2 8 .0 1 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

A c cumulated	  
Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 2 0 ,4 9 6 .5 7 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Current 	  Year	  

Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 4 ,1 4 2 .1 3 	   $ 4 ,1 4 2 .1 3 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  



	   	  
Total 	  Net	  

Assets 	   	   $ 2 4 ,6 3 8 .7 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  

Total 	  
L iabi l i t ies	  
and	  Net	  
Assets 	   	   $ 3 1 ,3 6 6 .7 1 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  

	  

Chec king 	  
Balance	  as 	  of 	  
9 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 8 	   	   	   	   	   $ 7 ,3 0 8 .8 2 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Receipts 	   	   	   	   $ 3 3 6 .6 0 	   	  

	   	  
Coord	  Endowment 	  
Gift s 	   $ 2 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   Dues 	  FY 	  1 0 -‐1 9 	   $ 1 0 8 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  
FY 	  0 9 	  dues 	   ( c urrent 	  
FY ) 	   $ 2 0 8 .6 0 	   	   	  

	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   Fundrais ing 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  
Res t ric ted	  Gift 	   for	  
S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   D isbursements 	   	   	   	  
-‐

$ 1 ,4 8 2 .2 4 	   	  

	   	   Comm/ S upport 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  
Coord	  Endowment 	  
Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  



	   	  
Coord	  Endow	  Gift 	  
T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  
Educat ion	  S cholarship-‐
S pec 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   E lec t ions 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  
Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  
Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   Market ing 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   Membership	  &	  Ros ter	  
-‐

$ 9 1 0 .4 5 	   	   	  

	   	   News let ter	   	  
-‐

$ 1 0 2 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   S tate	  Fair	   	  
-‐

$ 4 2 0 .5 7 	   	   	  

	   	   Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   Pres ident 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   S ec retary 	   	   -‐$ 4 9 .2 2 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   T reasurer	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   T rans fers 	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   EEF 	  Gift 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  
L ifet ime	  Dues 	  
T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   Reserve	  CD	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  
Fundrais ing 	   Inventory 	  
T rans fer	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  



	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Chec king 	  

Balance	  as 	  of 	   1 1 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 8 	   	   	   	   $ 6 ,1 6 3 .1 8 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Reserve	  and	  EEF 	  
CD's 	   $ 3 0 0 .9 3 	   	   	  

	   Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Future	  Dues 	  CD	   $ 1 3 7 .3 3 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  

	  

	   	   	   	   	  

Committee	   Budget	   Income	   	   	  

Membership	   	   	   	   	  

FY 	  0 9 	   ( L ifet ime/ Prior	  
Year) 	   $ 3 ,6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 4 ,3 5 6 .0 0 	   	   	  

FY 	  0 9 	   ( Current 	  FY ) 	   $ 1 ,6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,0 0 8 .0 0 	   	   	  

S ubtotal	   $ 5 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 ,3 6 4 .0 0 	   	   	  

Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

Fundrais ing 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 9 0 4 .8 8 	   	   	  

Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 1 5 .0 0 	   	   	  

Interes t 	   Income	   	   	   $ 4 3 8 .2 6 	   	   	  

Res t ric ted	  Gift 	   for	  
S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

total	   $ 9 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 6 ,7 2 2 .1 4 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

Committee	   Budget	   Expense	   Year-‐End	   	  

Comm/ S upport 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   	  



Coord	  Endowment 	  
Cmte	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

Educat ion	  
S cholarship-‐S pec 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

EEF 	  S cholarships 	   $ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

E lec t ions 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  
Endowment 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

Market ing 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

Membership	  &	  Ros ter	   $ 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 ,0 6 0 .3 3 	   $ 9 3 9 .6 7 	   	  

News let ter	   $ 1 ,3 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 2 8 7 .8 1 	   $ 1 ,0 1 2 .1 9 	   	  

S tate	  Fair	   $ 3 5 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 4 2 0 .5 7 	   -‐$ 7 0 .5 7 	   	  

Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Pres ident 	   $ 1 2 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 7 3 .0 9 	   $ 5 1 .9 1 	   	  

	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   S ec retary 	   $ 3 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 4 9 .2 2 	   -‐$ 1 4 .2 2 	   	  

	   	   	   T reasurer	   $ 6 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 8 8 .9 9 	   -‐$ 2 3 .9 9 	   	  

total	   $ 9 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 2 ,5 8 0 .0 1 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

Fund	  

Balance	  to	  
Start 	  F iscal 	  

Year	  
Funds	  

Received	   Transfers	   Balance	  

Coordinator	  
Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 4 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 4 5 .0 0 	  

L ifet ime	  Dues 	  FY 	  1 0 -‐
1 9 	   $ 1 3 2 .0 0 	   $ 4 3 2 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 6 4 .0 0 	  

Educat ion	  Endowment 	   $ 1 2 3 .0 0 	   $ 1 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 3 8 .0 0 	  

Planned	  Gift s 	   to	  Coord	  
$ 0 .0 0 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  



Endow	  

Reserve	  Funds 	  CD's 	   	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

total	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,2 4 7 .0 0 	  

	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Associat ion, 	   Inc. 	  

Bi-‐ 	  Monthly	  Meeting	   	  
February	  14, 	  2009	  

	  Hanover	  

(Draft) 	  

Attendance:	   	  
( A lbermarle) 	   J oy ce	  Grunewald,	   ( 	  A rling ton/ A lexandria) 	   J oe	  K elly ;	   ( Brunswic k) V irg inia	  
and	  Edward	  Myric k,	   ( Bedford) 	  Pat ty 	  Ric hard	   ;	   ( Chesapeake) 	  Pinky 	  Derieux;	  

( Ches terf ield) 	   L ynne	  Foote;	   ( Fairfax) 	  Georg e	  Graine;( Fauquier) 	   J im	  S c ibek;	   ( Green	  
S pring ) 	   J oan	   	  Ric hards ;	   	   ( Hanover) 	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  Cheri	  Hag g erty ,	  Emily 	  Gianfortoni,	  
Rene	  Henderson,	  Marsha	  K irby ,	  K ate	  Brooks ,	  Mart ie	  Radeff ,	   J udy 	  Durant ,	  Bec ky 	  Watson	  
;	   ( J ames 	  C ity 	  County /Williamsburg ) 	   J im	  and	  Nelda	  Pres s ly ,	   S usan	  Giandomonico;	  
( L ouisa) 	  T ina	  Chalekie,	   Ira	  Wallac e;	   	   (MGACRA ) 	   L inda	  Dunn,	   L aura	  Collinsworth,	  Cathy 	  
Smith;	   ( Prince	  William) 	   J anet 	  and	  B ill	   S c ot t ,	   Frank	  Reilly ;	   ( Newport 	  News ) 	  A nita	  Smith;	   	  
( Northern	  Neck) 	  Edward	  Munns 	   ,	   ( Norfolk) 	  Donald	  S nipes ;	   ( Prince	  Georg e) 	  Chery l	  

S ebera,	  Barbara	  Geer,	  Mary 	  V insh;	   	   ( Roc kbridg e) 	  Dav id	  Mims ;	   ( Roanoke) 	   	  K athryn	  
Debnar;	   ( S uffolk) 	  Nita	  Holt ;	   ( V A 	  Beach) 	   	  Mary 	  A nne	  and	   J im	  K inc aid,	   Fran	  S helton,	  Bet ty 	  
V illers ;	   ( V A T ech/ V CE) 	  Dave	  C lose;	   ( V A 	  T ech	   ) 	  Dawn	  L erch;	   	   ;	   (Wes tern	  T idewater) 	  
Bet ty 	   J o	  Hendrix ;	   ( York) 	   J ac kie	   L ohr.	  

Cal l 	   to	  Order	  –	   	  
Pres ident 	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	   c alled	   the	  meet ing 	   to	  order	  at 	  1 0 :0 0 am	   	  

Introductions; 	  
Hanover	  Unit 	  Representat ive,	  Chris ty 	  Brennan	   int roduced	   the	  Pres ident 	  of 	   the	  Hanover	  
Mas ter	  Gardeners ,	  Cheri	  Hag g erty 	  who	  welcomed	  everyone	   to	  Hanover.	   	  Cheri	  
expres sed	   thanks 	   to	  Hanover’s ’	  V ic e	  Pres ident ,	   J udy 	  Durant 	  and	  her	   c ommit tee	  of 	  
interns 	  and	  members 	  who	  decorated	  and	  prepared	   for	   today ’s 	  meet ing .	  

Cheri	   int roduced	  Pat t i	  B land,	   the	  Extens ion	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Coordinator.	   	  Hanover	  has 	  
a	  very 	  ac t iv e	  g roup	  volunteering 	   in	  major	  projec t s 	  at 	  Maymont ,	   L ewis 	  Ginter,	   S tate	  Fair,	  
his toric 	   S cotchtown,	   loc al	  plant 	   c linic s 	  at 	   farmers 	  markets ,	   fairs 	  and	   fes t iv als ,	   and	  a	  
Roots 	  and	  S hoots 	  prog ram.	  Hanover	  has 	  a	   L andcare	  S tewards 	  prog ram	  which	  has 	  been	  
very 	  ac t iv e	  with	   c ompos t ing ,	   v erimcompos t ing ,	   rain	  barrels 	  and	  F irewise	  educat ion.	   	  

T he	  new	  ag ent 	  Rose	  Bradshaw	   is 	  a	  hug e	  as set 	   to	   the	  g roup	  and	   is 	  developing 	  prog rams 	  
and	  opportunit ies 	   to	  MG’s 	   to	  educate	   the	  public 	   in	   several	  new	  venues .	  



Int roduc t ion	  –	  A ll	   at tendees 	  were	   recog niz ed	  by 	  name	  and	   the	  unit 	   they 	   represented.	  

Minutes: 	  
The	  minutes	  of	  the	  December	  Bi-‐monthly	  meeting	  were	  approved	  as	  posted	  on	  line.	  	  
	  
Treasurer’s 	  Report 	  –	  Bi l l 	  Scott 	   	  
Bill	  presented	  copies	  of	  the	  treasurers	  report,	  there	  have	  been	  no	  significant	  expenses	  incurred.	  The	  
treasurer’s	  report	  was	  accepted	  as	  read	  and	  will	  be	  filed	  for	  audit.	  	  
The	  report	  is	  attached	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  document	  
	  
COMMITTEE	  REPORTS:	  
	  
Education	  –	  Barbara	  Geer	  
	  

T he	  commit tee	  met 	  during 	   lunch	  and	   reported	   that 	  an	  educat ion	  event 	  has 	  been	  
planned	   in	  Roc kbridg e	   for	  2 0 1 0 	  concerning 	   the	  S chool	   c afeteria	  and	  g arden	  prog ram.	  

T he	  commit tee	   is 	  working 	  on	  a	   fall	  prog ram	  and	  hopes 	   to	  announce	   the	   topic 	   soon.	  T he	  
g roup	   is 	   researching 	   the	  prospec t 	  of 	  an	  event 	  based	  on	   several	   recommended	   topic s 	  
c oncerning 	   the	  g reen	   s ituat ion,	   c ommunity 	  g ardening ,	  and	  env ironmental	   c oncerns .	   	  

T he	  commit tee	  has 	  dec ided	   that 	  4 	  events 	  per	  year	   is 	   an	  at tainable	  g oal,	   and	   they 	  are	  
solic it ing 	   reques t 	  and	   informat ion.	  

Newsletter-‐ 	  Peggy	  Fox-‐	  Content	  Editor	  
- Peg g y 	  was 	  not 	  at 	   the	  meet ing 	  but 	  asked	   that 	  all	   art ic les 	  be	   submit ted	  by 	  Feb	  

2 5 th.	   	   	   	  
- 	  A 	  Chang e	   for	  Unit 	  Report s 	  was 	  announced.	  Please	   send	  all	  unit 	   report s 	   to	  Chery l	  

S ebera	  by 	  Feb	  2 0 th	   	   	  
	   	  

Membership	  –	  Mary	  Ann	  Kincaid, 	  Chair 	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

A s 	  of 	   February 	  1 1 ,	  2 0 0 9 ,	   there	  are	  5 6 0 	  members 	  of 	   the	  V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  
A s soc iat ion.	   	  Of 	   these,	  3 9 3 	  are	  A c t ive	  members ,	  8 	  are	  A ux iliary 	  members 	  and	  1 5 9 	  are	  
L ifet ime	  members .	  

T his 	   is 	   an	   inc rease	  of 	  3 3 	  members 	   s inc e	  December	  2 0 0 8 	  and	  an	   inc rease	  of 	  5 6 	  
members 	   s inc e	  February 	  2 0 0 8 .	  

Please	  make	  note	   that 	  VMGA 	  By -‐L aws 	   require	   that 	  Unit 	  Reps 	  be	  members 	  of 	   the	  
org aniz at ion.	   	   If 	   there	  are	  any 	  ques t ions 	  about 	   this 	  polic y ,	  please	  c ontac t 	  Mary 	  A nne	  

K inc aid.	  

L oudoun	  County 	  paid	   for	  VMGA 	  membership	   for	   the	  2 0 0 9 	   interns .	  



Piedmont 	  MGs 	  had	  a	   raff le	  during 	   the	  Chris tmas 	  meet ing 	  and	  awarded	  a	  VMGA 	  L ifet ime	  
Membership.	   	  

Communication/Unit 	  Support	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  
Unit 	  Support	  Members: 	  Members:	  Pat	  Reilly,	  Karen	  Sacasky,	  Pinky	  Derieux,	  Bill	  Scott,	  Kerry	  
Goldmeyer,	  Chair,	  Frank	  Reilly	  and	  whomever	  else	  we	  need.	  	  	  

1 . We	  have	  been	  asked	   to	  prov ide	   informat ion	  about 	  how	   to	  proceed	  as 	  a	  unit 	  
when	   there	   is 	  no	  ag ent .	   	   T his 	  along 	  with	  other	  ques t ions 	  will	  be	  part 	  of 	   the	  
spec ial	  meet ing 	  we	  hope	   to	  arrang e.	  

2 . We	  are	   looking 	   for	   ideas 	  of 	   c rit ic al	   is sues 	   that 	  have	  c ome	  up	   in	  unit s 	  due	   to	  
the	  budg et 	   short fall,	   and	  c hang es 	   in	  Extens ion.	   	  Please	  c ontac t 	  me	  so	  we	  c an	  
g et 	   these	   is sues 	   c overed	   in	   the	   spec ial	  meet ing .	   	   I	   am	  open	   to	   sug g es t ions .	  

	  
Communication	  Committee	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  
Members :	   	  Cheri	  Hag g erty ,	  Betsy 	   L yons ,	  K athryn	  Debnar,	  Georg e	  Graine,	   J im	  K inc aid,	  
and	  Chair	   Frank	  Reilly 	  and	  whomever.	   	  

8 . S ince	   the	  December	   reg ularly 	   s c heduled	  meet ing 	   there	  have	  been	  1 2 5 3 9 	  v is itors 	  
to	  VMGA .net .	   	   T hey 	  v iewed	  2 9 8 5 5 	  pag es 	  each	  v is itor	   v iewing 	  an	  averag e	  of 	  
2 .3 8 	  pag es .	   	  Nine	  v is itors 	   from	  Belarus ,	  2 	   from	  T rinidad	  and	  T obago	  and	  4 	   from	  
Uz bekis tan!	  

9 . S ince	   the	  December	   reg ularly 	   s c heduled	  meet ing ,	   the	  web	  pag e	  has 	  been	  
updated	  on	  8 2 	   separate	  oc c as ions .	  

1 0 . T he	  mos t 	  popular	  pag es 	   in	   the	   las t 	   three	  months 	  have	  been	   the	   front 	  
pag e,	  Calendar,	   about 	  VMGA ,	  Membership,	  and	  Colleg e.	   	  Remember	   that 	  we	  c an	  
help	  you	  hos t 	  your	   s ite	   for	  awhile	  under	   c ertain	   c ondit ions .	  

1 1 . T here	   is 	  a	  draft 	   v ers ion	  of 	   the	  MG	  Colleg e	  prog ram	  at 	   the	  web	  s ite	  as 	  well	  
as 	  FAQs 	   for	  Colleg e.	   	  We	  will	  have	   the	   f inal	   v ers ion	  of 	   the	  MG	  Colleg e	  
presentat ion	  up	  before	   the	  end	  of 	   this 	  month.	  

F inance	  Committee	  –	  Ted	  Jenks, 	  Chair 	  

Members: 	   	   J im	  Kincaid	  (Virginia	  Beach), 	  Nancy	  Golden	  (Goochland	  Powhatan), 	  Brenda	  
Shimchicks	  (Hanover) 	  

	  Ted	  was	  not	  present	  at	  the	  meeting;	  the	  committee	  will	  meet	  soon	  to	  work	  on	  a	  budget	  for	  next	  year.	  	  

Anyone	  who	  is	  interested	  in	  serving	  on	  this	  committee	  please	  contact	  Ted	  Jenks.	  	  

	  
Special 	  Committees:	  
	  

Endowment	  Committee	  : 	   	  Kathryn	  Debnar, 	  Chair 	  

The	  Committee	  will	  meet	  at	  VA	  Tech	  next	  week	  to	  investigate	  a	  new	  direction	  for	  funding	  during	  the	  
difficult	  economic	  times.	  Please	  answer	  Kathryn’s	  e-‐mails	  if	  you	  would	  like	  to	  still	  be	  on	  the	  committee,	  
she	  has	  had	  very	  few	  responses.	  	  
	  



Dawn	  Lerch	  has	  issued	  a	  challenge	  to	  all	  Master	  Gardeners	  to	  help	  the	  endowment	  with	  your	  estate.	  
There	  are	  many	  creative	  ways	  the	  endowment	  committee	  can	  help	  you	  with	  estate	  planning.	  
	  	  
VA	  Green	  Industry	  Counci l : 	   	  Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  Chair 	  
T he	  V irg inia	  Green	   indus t ry 	  Counc il	   also	  partners 	  with	   the	  V irg inia	  A g ribus ines s 	  Counc il	  
and	  V irg inia	  Department 	  of 	  A g ric ulture	  and	  Consumer	  S erv ic es 	   ( V DACS ) .	  A s 	  a	   result 	  of 	  
leg is lat ion	  earlier	   this 	   year,	   a	  V DACS 	  commit tee	  has 	  been	  es tablished	   to	   rev iew	  pending 	  
reg ulat ions 	   for	   c ommerc ial	   fert iliz er	  applic at ion	  on	  non-‐	  ag ric ultural	   lands .	  Met 	  with	  
lawncare	  operator	   	   	  members 	  of 	   the	  V irg inia	  T urfg ras s 	  Counc il	   to	  dis cus s 	  pending 	  

reg ulat ions 	   for	   c ommerc ial	   fert iliz er	  applic at ions 	  on	  non-‐ag ric ultural	   lands .	   	  

- Authored	  art ic le	   for	  a	  quarterly 	  newspaper	  published	  by 	   “Mis s ion	  H2O”	   to	  g ive	  
the	  perspec t ive	   for	  ag ribus ines s 	  on	  Water	  S upply 	  Planning 	  Effort s 	   (Mis s ion	  H2O	  
is 	  a	  priv ate	   s takeholders 	  g roup	   t rac king 	  water	   supply 	  planning 	  developments 	   in	  
V irg inia) .	   	  

- L ed	  effort s 	   to	   f inaliz e	   recommendat ions 	   to	  amend	   the	  Nut rient 	  Manag ement 	  
Cos t -‐share	  Prac t ic es 	   through	  a	  DCR	  S ubcommit tee.	  

- A long 	  with	  other	  bus ines s 	   interes t ,	  prov ided	  comments 	   to	   the	  Governor’s 	  
Commis s ion	  on	  C limate	  Chang e,	  hig hlig ht ing 	   the	  potent ial	   neg at ive	   impac ts 	  of 	  
some	  of 	   the	  Commis s ion	   recommendat ions 	  on	   the	  priv ate	   sec tor	  

- S us tainable	  S ites 	   Init iat iv e	  –	  www.sus tainables ites .org 	   inv ites 	  public 	   c oncerns 	  on	  
the	  new	  Guidelines 	  and	  Performance	  Bench	  marks 	  Draft 	   for	  2 0 0 8 .	  T he	  
S us tainable	  S ites 	   Init iat iv e	   is 	   an	   interdis c iplinary 	  effort ,	  by 	   the	  Americ an	  S oc iety 	  
of 	   L andsc ape	  A rchitec t s ,	   the	   L ady 	  B ird	   J ohnson	  Wildf lower	  Center	  and	   the	  
United	  S tates 	  Botanic 	  Garden	   to	   c reate	  voluntary 	  nat ional	   g uidelines 	  and	  
performance	  bench	  marks 	   for	   sus tainable	   land	  des ig n,	   c ons t ruc t ion,	  and	  
maintenance	  prac t ic es .	  

- Net 	  V GIC 	  meet ing 	  –	   loc at ion	  T BA 	  
- March	  1 7 th	  2 0 0 9 	   ,	  1 0 am	   -‐3 pm	  
- GO	  Green	  V A 	   ,	  Garden	  Fes t iv al	   	   S c heduled	  S aturday 	  –	  S eptember	  1 2 th	   ,T heme	  

Grown	  /Made	   in	  V irg inia	   	  
- S olic it ing 	   speakers ,	  demos ,	  and	  vendor	  exhibit s .	  
- T o	  part ic ipate	   c ontac t 	  Ric k.Baker@vdac s .v irg inia.g ov 	  

Fund	  Rais ing: 	  Susan	  Giandomenico, 	  Chair 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   S inc e	   the	   las t 	  meet ing 	  we	  have	  made	  $ 2 5 0 .0 0 	   from	   the	   sale	  of 	   L og o	   items .	  

Susan	  has	  made	  up	  packets	  with	  all	  logo	  items	  for	  reps	  to	  take	  back	  to	  the	  units	  for	  orders.	  These	  
are	  $20.00.	  	  She	  has	  a	  good	  source	  for	  ceramic	  coffee	  mugs	  for	  approximately	  $5.00	  and	  took	  a	  vote	  
for	  potential	  interest.	  	  	  
Members	  present	  preferred	  a	  travel	  mug/bottle	  rather	  than	  the	  coffee	  mug.	  Susan	  will	  be	  checking	  
on	  a	  source.	  

Search	  for	  Excel lence: 	   	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Angela	  Cingale	  and	  Bud	  Gregory	   	  



Chris ty 	  ment ioned	   that 	  at 	   the	   las t 	  meet ing 	   the	  proposal	  has 	  been	   sent 	   to	  each	  unit 	   rep	  
and	   there	  were	   few	  comments .	   	   S he	  will	   s end	   the	  new	   form	   to	   the	  Board	  and	   they 	  will	  
determine	  how	   to	  proceed	   for	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Colleg e.	   	  

Chris ty 	  will	   s end	   the	   form	   to	   the	  unit 	   reps 	  and	   send	   to	  Betsy 	   for	   the	  web	  s ite	  

P. 	  Diane	  Relf 	  Education	  Endowment	  Fund	  : 	   	  

Paul	  was 	  not 	  present 	  but 	  has 	  added	  an	  applic at ion	   to	   the	  web	  s ite	  and	   	   the	   	   L IS T S ERV .	  

Please	   remind	  all	  unit 	   reps 	   to	   talk 	   to	   their	  A g ents 	  or	  Coordinators 	   to	   recog niz e	   some	  of 	  
their	  MGs 	   for	  a	   s c holarship	   to	  MG	  Colleg e.	   	  

State	  Fair-‐ 	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Chair 	  
Interes ted	   members 	   met 	   with	   the	   S tate	   Fair	   Feb	   6 th	   to	   dis c us s 	   our	   f irs t 	   Fair	   at 	   T he	  
Meadow	   in	  Doswell,	  V A .	  

T he	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Booth	  will	  be	   s ituated	   in	   the	  middle	  of 	  a	   long 	   tent 	   like	   s t ruc ture,	  
and	  Ruth	  has 	  measured	  and	  hopes 	   the	   tables 	   c an	  be	   set 	  up	   in	   the	  c enter	  of 	   the	  building 	  
leav ing 	  enough	   room	   for	   the	  3 	  bac kdrops .	   	   	   	  

Because	   this 	   is 	   the	   f irs t 	   y ear	  at 	   the	  Meadow	  and	  will	  be	  a	   learning 	  experience,	  we	  will	  be	  
doing 	  what 	  we	  know	  works 	   -‐	   	  
-‐ 	  Pruning 	  demo,	  mulching 	  demo,	  and	   the	   insec t 	   c ag e,	   (maybe	  a	  weed	  demo?) 	   	  
	  Compos t ing 	  and	  verimcompos t ing ,	  and	   f irewise	   landsc aping 	  house	   ( L and	  Care	  
S tewards ) 	   	   	  
T he	   teacher	   survey s 	   from	   las t 	   year	  were	  very 	  pos it iv e	   c oncerning 	   the	  S t rawberry 	  DNA 	  
experiment ,	   it 	  was 	  ment ioned	   that 	   several	  MGs 	   felt 	   this 	  did	  not 	   relate	   to	  ag ric ulture	  and	  

educat ion.	   	  Gwynn	  Hubbard	  and	   J ennifer	  Ros s 	   ( S FV A ) 	   s tated	   that 	  biotechnolog y 	   in	  
ag ric ulture	  was 	  one	  of 	   the	  mos t 	  prevalent 	  news 	   items 	  and	   teaching 	  kids 	  and	  adult s 	  
about 	   the	  bas ic s 	  and	  DNA 	  was 	   important -‐	   S o	  we	  will	  be	  performing 	   the	  DNA 	  experiment 	  
ag ain	   this 	   y ear.	  

A 	   tent 	  has 	   room	   for	   two	  more	  demos 	  maybe	   for	  a	   J R	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Day 	  and	  Mas ter	  
Naturalis t 	  Day 	   -‐	  Please	   let 	  Chris ty 	  know	   if 	   your	  g roup	   is 	   interes ted.	  

Extension	  L ia ison	  -‐ 	  Dave	  Close, 	   	  State	  MG	  Coordinator	  
• Dave	   is 	  working 	  with	   J ohn	   Ig nosh	  and	   J oy ce	  L at imer	  on	  a	   survey 	   to	   the	  

indus t ry 	  on	   rec y c ling 	  plas t ic s 	   from	  nursery 	   c ontainers 	  and	   f lat s ,	   a	   joint 	  
projec t 	  with	  Mary land.	  T he	   survey 	  has 	  been	   sent 	  out 	  here	   in	  V A .	   J ohn	   Ig nosh	   	  
is 	   the	   lead	  on	   this 	  projec t 	  and	  has 	   really 	   taken	   the	  projec t 	   serious .	  

• Nat ional	   rev iew	  of 	  MG	  prog ram	  was 	   launched	   in	   late	  November.	  
Unprecedented	   response	   rate	  of 	  4 3 	   s tates ,	   inc luding 	  V A ,	  and	  Washing ton	  DC .	  

• New	   interim	  dean	  named	  –	   L oke	  K ok.	   	   	   	   	  He	  has 	  been	   the	  Dept .	  Head	  of 	  
Entomolog y 	   s inc e	  2 0 0 4 	  and	  has 	  been	  at 	  V T 	   s inc e	  1 9 7 2 .	  His 	   research	  
focused	  on	  biolog ic al	   c ont rols 	   for	  weeds 	  and	  arthropods .	  



• Work	  on	  Emerald	  A sh	  Borer	   	  with	  US FS 	   is 	  proceeding 	   in	  Northern	  Dis t ric t .	  
S ome	   init ial	  data	   c ollec t ion	  has 	  oc curred	   in	   c onjunc t ion	  with	  a	  g rounds -‐
maintenance	   t raining 	   in	   J anuary .	  Dave	  c o-‐presented	  with	  Gary 	  Man	  of 	   the	  
US FS 	  Nat ional	  off ic e	  at 	   the	  1 7 th	  A nnual	  V A 	  Fores t 	  Health	  Profes s ionals 	  
Conference.	  

• V CE	  c ame	  out 	  with	  only 	  a	  3 .5 % 	  budg et 	   c ut 	  on	   top	  of 	   the	  prev ious 	  1 .5 % 	   for	  a	  
total	  of 	  a	  5 % 	  cut 	   for	  FY 	  0 9 -‐1 0 .	  T his 	   is 	   g ood	  cons idering 	   some	  s tate	  ag enc ies 	  
s aw	  as 	  much	  as 	  2 4% .	  T hing s 	  will	   s t ill	   be	   t ig ht 	  and	  we	  will	   likely 	  have	  more	  
c uts 	  during 	   the	  next 	   c y c le,	  but 	  we	  are	   in	  pret ty 	  g ood	   shape	  under	   the	  
c irc umstances .	  

• A s 	  a	   result 	  of 	   the	  meet ing 	  between	  VMGA 	  Execut ive	  Off ic ers 	  and	  CA L S 	  
A dmin	   ( inc luding 	  2 	   reps 	   from	   the	  Hort 	  Dept .) ,	   the	  Dean	  has 	  asked	   for	  
external	  bids 	   to	   c omplete	   the	   record	  keeping 	   s y s tem.	  No	  commitment 	  of 	  
funds 	  has 	  been	  made	  at 	   this 	  point ,	   jus t 	   looking 	  potent ial	  opt ions 	   to	  g et 	   this 	  
c ompleted.	  

• T he	  v ideos 	  used	   for	  mis sed	  MG	   t raining 	  c las ses 	  have	  been	  converted	   to	  DV D.	  
Copies 	  will	  be	  available	   to	  borrow	   jus t 	  as 	   the	  v ideos 	  were.	  He's 	  hoping 	   to	  
t rans fer	  3 5mm	  s lide	   set s 	   to	  dig ital	   imag es 	   too	  but 	   that 	  will	   t ake	  a	   lot 	  of 	   t ime	  
and	  money 	   for	   s tudent 	  wag es .	  

• Dave	  and	  Dawn	  met 	  with	  a	  dif ferent 	  Corporate	  Relat ions 	  Direc tor	   for	   the	  V T 	  
Foundat ion	   this 	  week	  and	  will	  meet 	  with	   them	  ag ain	   this 	  week.	  May 	  have	  
some	   renewed	  hope	  and	  as s is tance	  on	   the	  c orporate	  and	   foundat ion	   s ide	  of 	  
thing s .	  

Unit 	  Reports: 	  

T he	   unit 	   reps 	   were	   asked	   to	   send	   their	   report s 	   to	   the	   V ic e	   Pres ident ,	   Chery l	   S ebera.	  
T hey 	   will	   be	   pos ted	   at 	   www.VMGA .net 	   and	   condensed	   vers ion	   printed	   in	   the	   next 	  

news let ter	  

President’s 	  Question	  of 	  the	  Day	  : 	  What	  would	  you	   l ike	  to	  see	   in 	  the	  VMGA	  newsletter”.	  

Mos t 	   repres tat iv es 	  would	   like	   to	   see	  more	   informat ion	   to	  help	  educate	  Mas ter	  
Gardeners 	  about 	   the	  benefit s 	  of 	  becoming 	  a	  member	  of 	   the	  VMGA .	   	  

Other	   items 	  ment ioned:	   	  Hig hlig ht 	  an	  A g ent 	   	  by 	   inc luding 	   	   interv iews 	  on	   their	  
bac kg round	  and	   	   ideas 	  about 	   the	  unit s 	  and	   future	  projec t s 	  –	  Dave	   reported	   that 	   there	  
is 	   a	  5 0% 	   turn	  over	   rate	  with	  ag ents 	  and	  many 	  new	   faces 	  

L is t 	   Future	  VMGA 	  meet ing s 	  and	   loc at ions .	  

If 	   	   art ic les 	  are	   submit ted	  and	  are	  edited	   for	   spac ing 	   c oncerns 	   ,	  be	   sure	   to	   inform	   the	  
author	  before	  public at ion.	  

Inc lude	   spec ial	   interes t s 	  and	  new	  unit 	  projec t s .	  



Have	  a	   “diag ram”	   to	  explain	  V A 	  T ech	   ,	  V CE,	  Dave	  C lose	  and	   the	  VMGA 	  and	   	   inc lude	  
examples 	  of 	   the	   importance	  of 	   the	   	   relat ionship	   to	  educate	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  on	  what 	  
VMGA 	  does 	   for	   them.	   	   	  

Presidents	  Report: 	   	  Betty	  Vi l lers 	  

T he	  Excecut ive	  Board	  of 	   the	  VMGA 	  met 	  with	  V CE	  on	   J anuary 	  1 9 ,	  2 0 0 9 	   in	  
Charlot tesv ille.	  A t tendees 	  were	   	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  Cheri	  Hag g erty ,	  B ill	   S c ot t ,	  Chery l	  
S ebera,	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	   ( VMGA ) ;	  Dave	  C lose,	  Dean	  S harron	  Quisenberry ,	  Dr.	  Harris ,	  Dr.	  
L at imer,	  Dr.	  Mark	  McCann	  and	  Mr.	   J im	  Riddell	   ( V CE) 	   .	   	   Items 	  dis cus sed	  were	  based	  on	  a	  
series 	  of 	  ques t ions 	  by 	  VMGA 	  members .	   	   T hese	   items 	  were	   read	  at 	   the	  meet ing 	  and	  will	  

be	  e-‐mailed	   to	  each	  unit 	   rep.	  

Item	  1 .	   	   	   In	   the	   future	  what 	   c an	  we	  expec t 	   from	  V CE	  concerning 	   the	   "g reen" 	  
movement? 	   	  

	   T he	  c oncept 	  of 	   "sus tainabilit y " 	  will	  be	   seen	  at 	  underg raduate	  and	  g raduate	   level	   in	   the	  
future.	   	  Will	  be	   looking 	  at 	  areas 	  of 	   sus taining 	  g reen	   space,	   land	  preservat ion,	   runoff ,	  
L EED	   ( L eadership	   in	  Energ y 	  and	  Env ironment 	  Des ig n) 	  building .	  We	  c an	   look	   for	  more	  
available	   informat ion	   for	   landsc aping ,	  eco	   s y s tems ,	  hort ic ulture	  and	  ag ric ulture,	  and	  
s torm	  water	  manag ement .	   	  

Item	  2 .	   	  When	  an	  Extens ion	  A g ent 	   leaves ,	   the	  unit / as soc iat ion	   leadership	   should	  be	  
not if ied.	   	   In	  one	  c ase,	   there	  was 	  no	   formal	  not if ic at ion;	   the	  MGs 	  heard	   it 	   from	   the	  
sec retary .	   	   	  

T hey 	   felt 	   this 	  was 	  an	   isolated	  c ase.	   	   If 	   you	  as 	  a	  MG	  have	  a	  ques t ion	  concerning 	  your	  
ag ent 	  or	   they 	  are	  not 	  available	   to	  you	  contac t 	  Dave	  C lose.	  A ll	   ag ents 	   report 	   to	  and	  
respond	   to	   their	  dis t ric t 	  direc tor	   ( 1 	   for	  each	  of 	   the	  6 	  dis t ric t s ) .	   	   S ug g es t ion	  made	   that 	  
we	  as 	  MGs 	   should	   recog niz e	  ag ents 	  and	   spec ialis t s 	  who	  we	   think	  do	  a	  g ood	   job.	  Could	  
have	  different 	   c ateg ories .	   	  We	  will	  work	  with	  Dave	  concerning 	   this .	   	  

Item	  3 .	   	  More	  available	   informat ion	   for	  a	  Hort 	  and	   foods 	  prog ram	   that 	   c an	  be	   integ rated	  
into	   the	  SOL s .	   	  

S tephanie	  Huckes tein	  has 	  a	  prog ram	  available	   for	  Hort 	  and	  SOL S .	   	   S tephanie	   c orrelated	  

the	   J MG	  curric ulum	  with	  V A ’s 	  S OL s .	  

T here	  will	  be	  more	  emphas is 	  on	   loc al	   foods 	  and	  org anic 	   food	  as 	   food	  banks ,	  hospitals ,	  
and	   s chools 	  work	   tog ether	   to	  g o	   in	   this 	  direc t ion.	  

T here	   is 	  a	  new	  prog ram	  out 	   there,	  V A 	  Mas ter	  Well	  Owner	  prog ram	   that 	  we	  will	  be	  
hearing 	  more	  about .	   It 	  was 	  a	   ses s ion	  at 	  MG	  Colleg e	  2 0 0 8 	  

Ext 	  ag ents 	  will	  be	  at tending 	  a	   s tate	  wide	   food	   sus tainabilit y 	   ( sus tainable	  veg etable	  
produc t ion) 	   t raining 	  prog ram	   in	  S eptember.	   	  



Examples 	  of 	  ong oing 	   research:	  Chic ken	   feathers 	   into	  biodeg radable	   f lower	  pots .	   	  
Chic ken	  manure	   into	   fuel	  and	   s low	   release	   fert iliz er.	   	  

Item	  4 .	  Budg et 	   c utbac ks :	   	   Impac t 	  on	  V CE	  public at ions ,	  MG	  Colleg e,	  and	  pos it ion	  of 	  
S tate	  MG	  Coordinator.	   	  What 	  are	   the	  priorit ies? 	   	  

Public at ions 	  are	  being 	  updated	  and	  will	   c ont inue	   to	  be	  available	  by 	  elec t ronic 	  
dis t ribut ion	  and	  print 	  on	  demand.	  A s 	   the	  public at ions 	  are	  updated,	   their	   indiv idual	  URL 	  

c odes 	  will	   c hang e.	   	  V T / V CE	  webs ite	   is 	  being 	  updated	  and	  will	  be	  up	   soon.	   	   	   	   	   	  

MG	  Colleg e	   is 	   s elf 	   sus taining 	  and	   therefore	  not 	  affec ted	  by 	  V T 	  budg et 	   c uts .	   	  

S tate	  MG	  Coordinator	   s alary 	   is 	   froz en	  at 	   this 	   t ime.	  A ll	  other	  pos it ions 	  are	  on	  hold.	   	  On	  
the	   loc al	   level,	   ag ents 	  need	   to	  be	  pat ient ;	  more	  open	   to	   technolog y ,	   rec ept ive	   to	  
c hang e,	   limited	   t ravel,	   and	   there	  will	  be	   c ombining 	  of 	  pos it ions .	   	  

Item	  5 .	   S tatus 	  of 	   record	  keeping 	   s y s tem.	   	  

Hang 	  up	   is 	  money .	   	  Cos t s 	   c ould	  be	  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 -‐	  5 0 ,0 0 0 .	   	  One	  pric e	  was 	   lis ted	  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .	  
Dave	  has 	   seen	  what 	  other	   s tates 	  have	  done	  but 	   c os t 	   is 	   the	  problem	   for	  us .	   	  Have	   f ields 	  
already 	  des ig nated	  but 	  online	   interfaces 	  are	  needed.	  T his 	   s y s tem	  will	   t rac k	  Mas ter	  
Gardener	  hours 	  and	  contac t s .	   	  

Item	  6 .	  More	  v is ibilit y 	  at 	  MG	  Colleg e	  by 	  V CE	   s taff .	   	  

Each	  day 	   several	  of 	   the	  V CE	   s taff 	  will	  be	  available	  at 	  events 	  and	  as semblies .	   	  

V CE	  has 	  asked	   that 	  we	  add	   the	  V CE	   /MG	  connec t ion	  dis c laimer	   to	  our	  news 	  art ic les 	  
submit ted	   to	   loc al	  public 	  news 	   sources .	   	  Dave	  ment ioned	   that 	   the	  c orrec t 	   template	   in	  a	  
short 	  and	  normal	   vers ion	  will	  be	  available	   soon.	   	   	  

Unfinished	  Business-‐ 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  MG	  Col lege	  -‐ 	  Goody	  bags	  -‐ 	   	   	   Please	  c ontac t 	  Pat ty 	  Gamache	  with	  any 	   informat ion	  

on	   freebies 	  or	  potent ial	   c ont ributors 	   for	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  g oody 	  bag s .	  A ll	   items 	  
should	  be	   sent 	   to	  Pat t ie	   in	  Bedford	  prior	   to	  MG	  Colleg e.	  Plan	  on	  at 	   leas t 	  3 2 5 	   items 	   for	  
reg is tered	  MGs 	  and	   speakers .	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   S i lent	  Auction	   -‐	   L es lie	  and	  her	  g roup	  have	  handled	   the	   s ilent 	  auc t ion	  projec t 	  

over	   for	   several	   y ears ,	   and	  have	   the	  projec t 	  operat ing 	  procedures 	   ref ined.	   	   T hey 	  are	  

ready 	   to	   t rain	  another	  g roup	   to	   take	  on	   this 	  projec t .	   	  Please	   let 	   L es lie	   know	   if 	   you	  or	  
your	  g roup	   is 	   interes ted	   in	   learning 	   the	  proces s 	   this 	   year.	   T his 	   is 	   an	   important 	   fund	  
raiser	   for	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Coordinator	  endowment 	   fund.	   	   L es lie	  will	  have	  a	   form	  
pos ted	  on	   the	  web	  s ite	   to	  encourag e	  all	  MG’s 	  and	  Unit s 	   to	  donate	   to	   this 	   year’s 	   S ilent 	  
A uc t ion,	   the	   form	   insures 	   that 	   the	  proces s 	  g oes 	   smoothly 	  and	   should	  be	  c ompleted	   for	  
MG	  donat ions 	  prior	   to	  MG	  Colleg e.	   	   	  

New	  Business: 	  



T he	  board	  addres sed	  a	   let ter	   from	  Mary 	  A nne	  K inc aid	   (Membership	   c hair) 	  on	   the	   is sue	  
of 	  a	   life	   t ime	  member	  mov ing 	   to	  another	   s tate	  and	   the	   s tatus 	  of 	   this 	  VMGA 	  member.	   	  
T his 	  part ic ular	  member	  has 	  been	  awarded	   the	  Emeritus 	  S tatus 	  by 	   the	   loc al	  unit 	  and	  
therefore	   is 	   an	  ac t ive	  member.	  

Cheri	  Hag g erty 	   c alled	   for	  a	  mot ion	   to	   renew	  our	  menbership	  with	   the	  V a	  Green	   Indus t ry 	  
Counc il	   and	  pay 	   the	  $ 5 0 	  dues 	   for	  2 0 0 9 .	   	   T he	  mot ion	  was 	   seconded	  and	  pas sed.	   	   	   	  

Bet ty 	   reminded	  unit 	   reps 	   to	   send	   in	  unit 	   report s 	   to	  Chery l	   S ebera	  with	   the	   sug g es ted	  
informat ion	   for	   the	  news let ter	  and	  web	  s ite.	   	  

Bet ty 	  asked	   those	  present 	   to	  be	   thinking 	  of 	  way s 	  we	  could	   sell	   the	  v alue	  of 	  VMGA 	  
membership	   to	  all	   	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  who	  are	  not 	  members .	   	  

S ites	  for	  the	  VMGA	  Bi-‐Monthly	  Meetings	  –	   	   	   	  

• For	  2 0 0 9 	   the	   s chedule	   is :	  
A pril-‐ 	   L ouisa	  

J une-‐	  V A 	  T ech	   -‐MG	  Colleg e	  

A ugus t -‐	   L ynchburg 	  

Oc tober	  –	   L ex ing ton	  area	  

December-‐	  V irg inia	  Beach	  

Announcements: 	   	   	   	  

Next 	  VMGA 	  meet ing 	  will	  be	  held	  on	  A pril	   1 8 th	   at 	  Obrig ados 	   in	   L ouisa,	  1 0 :0 0 	  a.m.	   	   	  

Meet ing 	  adjourned	  at 	  1 :4 5 	  p.m.	   	  

Respec t fully 	   submit ted,	  

	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  VMGA 	  S ec retary 	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  
T reasurer’s 	  Report 	   	   Feb1 4 ,2 0 0 9 	  

	   	  
Balance	  

Sheet	   	   	   	  

	  
Data	  A s 	  

OF:	  
1 / 3 1 / 2 0 0

9 	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Chec king 	  A c count 	  
	   	   	  

$ 6 ,1 7 1 .2
	  



Balance	   3 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

PDR	  Educat ion	  Endowment 	  CD	  
Balance	   	   	  

$ 1 3 ,7 7 5 .
3 8 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Reserve	  CD	  # 1 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Reserve	  CD	  # 2 	  
Balance	   	   	   	  

$ 4 ,6 6 8 .4
3 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Future	  Dues 	  CD	  
Balance	   	   	   	  

$ 5 ,7 9 2 .3
6 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Fundrais ing 	   Inventory 	   	   	   	  
$ 1 ,0 2 1 .3

6 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  
Total 	  

Assets 	   	  

$ 3 1 ,4 2 8 .
7 6 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Unearned	   Income	   -‐	   Future	  Dues 	   	   	  
$ 6 ,1 8 3 .0

1 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Funds 	  
Payable	   	   	   $ 6 7 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Planned	  
Gift s 	  Payable	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  



	   	   	   	   	   	  

Res t ric ted	  Gift s 	   for	  S cholarships 	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  
Total 	  

L iabi l i t ies 	   	  

$ 6 ,8 5 3 .0

1 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

A c cumulated	  Earning s 	   	   	   	  
$ 2 0 ,4 9 6 .

5 7 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Current 	  Year	  Earning s 	   	   	   	  
$ 4 ,0 7 9 .1

8 	  

$ 4 ,0
7 9 .1

8 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  
Total 	  Net	  

Assets 	   	  

$ 2 4 ,5 7 5 .
7 5 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  

Total 	  
L iabi l i t ies	  
and	  Net	  
Assets 	   	  

$ 3 1 ,4 2 8 .
7 6 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Chec king 	  Balance	  as 	  
of 	   	  

1 1 / 3 0 / 2
0 0 8 	   	   	  

$ 6 ,1 6 3 .1
8 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Receipts 	   	   	   $ 5 0 9 .5 1 	   	  

	   	  
$ 1 2 5 .

0 0 	   	   	  



	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  
$ 1 0 8 .

0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  
$ 2 6 6 .

5 1 	   	   	  

	   	  
$ 1 0 .0

0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

	  
D isburse
ments 	   	   -‐$ 5 0 1 .4 6 	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  

-‐
$ 1 7 5 .

0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  

-‐
$ 1 4 0 .

6 0 	   	   	  

	   	  

-‐

$ 1 7 2 .
8 7 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  



	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	  

-‐

$ 1 2 .9
9 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

	   T rans fers 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

Chec king 	  Balance	  as 	  
of 	  

1 / 3 1 / 2 0
0 9 	   	  

$ 6 ,1 7 1 .2
3 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

	  
$ 4 3 5 .

1 2 	   	   	  

	  
$ 1 7 3 .

3 5 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

Committee	   Budget	   	   	   	  

Membership	   	   	   	   	  

FY 	  0 9 	   ( L ifet ime/ Prior	  
Year) 	  

$ 3 ,6 0 0 .0
0 	   	   	   	  

FY 	  0 9 	   ( Current 	  FY ) 	  
$ 1 ,6 0 0 .0

0 	   	   	   	  

S ubtotal	  
$ 5 ,2 0 0 .0

0 	   	   	   	  



Educat ion	  
$ 3 ,0 0 0 .0

0 	   	   	   	  

Fundrais ing 	  
$ 1 ,0 0 0 .0

0 	   	   	   	  

Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   	   	   	  

Interes t 	   Income	   	   	   	   	   	  

Res t ric ted	  Gift 	   for	  
S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

total	  

$ 9 ,2 0 0 .0
0 	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  

Committee	   Budget	   	   	   	  

Comm/ S upport 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

Coord	  Endowment 	  
Cmte	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

Educat ion	  
$ 3 ,0 0 0 .0

0 	   	   	   	  

Educat ion	  
S cholarship-‐S pec 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

EEF 	  S cholarships 	   $ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

E lec t ions 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  
Endowment 	  

$ 1 ,0 0 0 .0
0 	   	   	   	  

Market ing 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

Membership	  &	  Ros ter	  
$ 2 ,0 0 0 .0

0 	   	   	   	  

News let ter	  
$ 1 ,3 0 0 .0

0 	   	   	   	  

S tate	  Fair	   $ 3 5 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  



Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Pres ident 	   $ 1 2 5 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   S ec retary 	   $ 3 5 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   T reasurer	   $ 6 5 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

total	  

$ 9 ,2 0 0 .0

0 	   	   	   	  

	  

Year	  to	  Date	  Endowment	  &	  Restr icted	  Funds	  Transactions	  
FY09	   	   	  

Fund	  
Balance	  to	  Start 	  

F iscal 	  Year	  
Funds	  

Received	   Transfers	   Balance	  

Coordinator	  Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 6 7 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 6 7 0 .0 0 	  

L ifet ime	  Dues 	  FY 	  1 0 -‐1 9 	   $ 1 3 2 .0 0 	   $ 4 3 2 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 6 4 .0 0 	  

Educat ion	  Endowment 	   $ 1 2 3 .0 0 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 4 8 .0 0 	  

Planned	  Gift s 	   to	  Coord	  
Endow	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

Reserve	  Funds 	  CD's 	   	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

total	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,3 8 2 .0 0 	  

	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Associat ion, 	   Inc. 	  

Bi-‐ 	  Monthly	  Meeting	   	  
Apri l 	  18, 	  2009	  

	  Louisa	  (Central 	  VA)	  

(Draft) 	  

Attendance:	   	  
( A lbermarle) 	   J oy ce	  Grunewald,	   ( 	  A rling ton/ A lexandria) 	   J oe	  K elly ;	   ( Brunswic k) V irg inia	  
and	  Edward	  Myric k,	   ( Bedford) 	  Bob	  and	  Pat ty 	  Gamache,	  Pat ty 	  Ric hard	   ;	   ( Chesapeake) 	  
Pinky 	  Derieux;	   ( Fairfax) 	  Georg e	  Graine;( Fauquier) 	   J im	  S c ibek;	   ( Glouces ter) 	  Bonnie	  

Bernard;	   	   ( Green	  S pring ) 	   J oan	   	  Ric hards ;	   	   ( Hanover) 	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  Cheri	  Hag g erty ,	  
Betsy 	   L yon;	   ( Hill	  C ity ,	   L ynchburg ) 	  Grac ie	   L anier,	   K aren	  S ac asky ;	   	   ( J ames 	  C ity 	  
County /Williamsburg ) 	   J im	  and	  Nelda	  Pres s ly ;	   	   ( L ouisa) 	  T ina	  Chalekie,	   Ira	  Wallac e,	   ,	  



Martha	  Neff 	  –Smith,	   J ac k	  Wimer,	  Ric hard	  Hinde,	  Edna	  Musser	   ,	   Eva	  Marking ,	   	   ;	   	  
(MGACRA ) 	   L inda	  Dunn;	   ( Prince	  William) 	   J anet 	  and	  B ill	   S cot t ,	   Frank	  Reilly ;	   ( Newport 	  
News ) 	  A nita	  Smith;	   	   ( Northern	  Neck) 	  Edward	  Munns 	   ,	   ( Norfolk) 	  Donald	  S nipes ;	   ( Prince	  
Georg e) 	  Barbara	  Geer	   ;	   	   ( Roc kbridg e) 	  T ed	   J inks ,	  Dav id	  Mims ;	   ( Roanoke) 	   	  K athryn	  

Debnar,	  Ginny 	  C raig ;	   	   ( V A 	  Beach) 	   	  Mary 	  A nne	  and	   J im	  K inc aid,	   Fran	  S helton,	  Bet ty 	  
V illers ;	   ( V A T ech/ V CE) 	  Dave	  C lose;	   ( York) 	   J ac kie	   L ohr.	  

Cal l 	   to	  Order	  –	   	  
Pres ident 	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	   c alled	   the	  meet ing 	   to	  order	  at 	  1 0 :0 0 am	   	  

Introductions; 	  
	  Unit 	  Representat ive,	  T ina	  Chalekie	   int roduced	   the	  Pres ident 	  of 	   the	  L ouisa	  Mas ter	  
Gardeners ,	  Marty 	  Smith	  who	  welcomed	  everyone	   to	   L ouisa	  T he	  unit 	  has 	  been	   in	  plac e	  
s inc e	  1 9 9 7 	  and	   there	  are1 2 	  new	  Mas ter	  Gardener	   Interns 	   this 	   year.	   	   L ouisa	  MG’s 	  are	  
very 	  ac t iv e	  with	  numerous 	  g ardens 	  and	   res torat ion	  projec t s 	   inc luding 	  an	  n	  herb	  g arden	  
in	  a	  his toric al	   g arden,	   farmers 	  market ,	   and	  part ic ipat ing 	   in	   the	  Relay 	   for	   L ife	  and	  
Weeding 	   for	   L ife.	   T he	  L ouisa	  g roup	   is 	   v ery 	  ac t iv e	  with	  plant 	   s ales 	   in	  S eptember,	  a	  

speaker’s 	  bureau,	  and	  manning 	   the	  help	  desk.	   	  

Bet ty 	   read	  a	  quote	  about 	   the	  A ll	  Americ an	  V olunteer,	  which	  was 	   in	  honor	  of 	  all	  Mas ter	  
Gardener	  V olunteers 	  and	  very 	  appropriate	   s inc e	  A pril	   is 	  V olunteer	  A pprec iat ion	  Month.	   	  

A ll	   at tendees 	  were	   recog niz ed	  by 	  name	  and	   the	  unit 	   they 	   represented.	  

Minutes: 	  
Minor	  changes	  were	  made,	  and	  will	  be	  posted	  on-‐line.	  	  The	  minutes	  were	  accepted	  with	  the	  changes.	  	  	  
	  
Treasurer’s 	  Report 	  –	  Bi l l 	  Scott 	   	  
Bill	  presented	  copies	  of	  the	  treasurers’	  report. 	  There	  have	  been	  no	  significant	  expenses	  incurred.	  The	  
treasurer’s	  report	  was	  accepted	  as	  read	  and	  will	  be	  filed	  for	  audit.	  	  
The	  report	  is	  attached	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  document	  
	  
COMMITTEE	  REPORTS:	  
	  
Education	  –	  Barbara	  Geer	  
T he	  commit tee	  has 	  been	  corresponding 	  by 	  e-‐mails 	  and	  phone	  c alls .	   T he	  c ommit tee	  
would	   like	   to	   remind	  unit s 	   to	  e-‐mail	   them	  reques t 	  and	   ideas 	   for	  educat ional	  events , 	   and	  

to	   recommend	  g ood	   loc at ions 	   for	   spec if ic 	  prog rams .	   	   T he	  c ommit tee	  has 	  dec ided	   that 	  
several	  events 	  per	  year	  are	  an	  at tainable	  g oal,	   and	   they 	  are	   solic it ing 	   reques t 	  and	  
informat ion	  as 	   they 	   t ry 	   to	  plan	   t raining 	  events 	   in	  dif ferent 	  dis t ric t s 	  around	   the	   s tate.	  

Us ing 	   the	   informat ion	  obtained	   from	   the	   survey :	   	   advanced	   t raining 	  has 	  been	  planned	   in	  
Oc tober	   in	   the	  Charlot tesv ille	  area	  with	   the	  Mas ter	  Naturalis t s 	  on	  nat ive	  plants 	  and	  

bac k	  yard	  habitat s .	   In	  2 0 1 0 ,	   the	  Bedford	  area	  will	  hos t 	  a	  g eneral	   g ardening 	  and	   s tay ing 	  
g reen	   t raining 	   ses s ion.	   	   	   T raining 	   is 	   also	  planned	   in	  Roc kbridg e	   focus ing 	  on	   the	  S chool	  
c afeteria	  and	  g arden	  prog ram.	  



Newsletter-‐ 	  Peggy	  Fox-‐	  Content	  Editor	  
- Peg g y 	  was 	  not 	  at 	   the	  meet ing 	  but 	  asked	   that 	  all	   art ic les 	  be	   submit ted	  by 	  A pril	  

2 5 th.	   	   	   	  
- 	   Please	   send	  all	  unit 	   report s 	   to	  Chery l	   S ebera	  by 	  A pril	   2 5 th,	  	  
- Remember	   to	   inc lude	   spec ial	   recog nit ion	  of 	  unit s 	  and	  members 	  and	   	   inc lude	   the	  

unit 	   reps 	  name	  
- 	   	  

Membership	  –	  Mary	  Ann	  Kincaid, 	  Chair 	   	  
A s 	  of 	  A pril	   1 4 ,	  2 0 0 9 ,	   there	  are	  5 7 8 	  members 	  of 	   the	  V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  
A s soc iat ion.	   	  Of 	   these,	  4 1 3 	  are	  A c t ive	  members ,	  8 	  are	  A ux iliary 	  members 	  and	  1 5 7 	  are	  
L ifet ime	  members .	  

T his 	   is 	   an	   inc rease	  of 	  1 8 	  members 	   s inc e	  February 	  and	  an	   inc rease	  of 	  6 4 	  members 	   s inc e	  
a	  year	  ag o	   this 	  month.	  

Renewals 	  not ic es 	  were	   sent 	  out 	   this 	  week	   to	  3 5 6 	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  whose	  
memberships 	  expire	  May 	  3 1 .	  

Please	  make	  note	   that 	  VMGA 	  By -‐L aws 	   require	   that 	  Unit 	  Reps 	  be	  members 	  of 	   the	  
org aniz at ion.	   	   If 	   there	  are	  any 	  ques t ions 	  about 	   this 	  polic y ,	  please	  c ontac t 	  MaryA nn.	  

Communication/Unit 	  Support	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  
Unit 	  Support	  Members: 	  Members:	  Pat	  Reilly,	  Karen	  Sacasky,	  Pinky	  Derieux,	  Bill	  Scott,	  Kerry	  
Goldmeyer,	  Chair,	  Frank	  Reilly	  and	  whomever	  else	  we	  need.	  	  	  

Kerry	  Goldmeyer	  helped	  a	  unit	  to	  successfully	  apply	  for	  their	  IRS	  501c3	  status.	  	  
	  

Communication	  Committee	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  
Members :	   	  Cheri	  Hag g erty ,	  Betsy 	   L yons ,	  K athryn	  Debnar,	  Georg e	  Graine,	   J im	  K inc aid,	  
and	  Chair	   Frank	  Reilly 	  and	  whomever.	   	  

1 2 . S ince	   the	  February 	   reg ularly 	   s c heduled	  meet ing 	   the	  web	  pag e	  has 	  been	  
updated	  on	  8 9 	   separate	  oc c as ions .	   	   	  

1 3 . 	   T here	  have	  been	  3 2 3 7 	  v is itors 	   to	  VMGA .net .	  
1 4 . T he	  mos t 	  popular	  pag es 	   in	   the	   las t 	   three	  months 	  have	  been	   the	   front 	  

pag e,	  MG	  Colleg e	  pag e,	  about 	  VMGA ,	  Membership,	  and	  Resources 	  which	   is 	  a	  g ate	  
way 	   to	  Hort 	  updates 	  and	  L inks .	   	  

1 5 . 	  Remember	   that 	  we	  c an	  help	  you	  hos t 	   your	   s ite	   for	  awhile	  under	   c ertain	  
c ondit ions .	  

1 6 . T he	  pag e	  of 	   links 	   to	   loc al	  unit s / as soc iat ion	  web	  s ites 	  has 	  been	  updated.	   It 	  
now	  contains 	   links 	   to	  2 6 	   loc al	  as soc iat ions .	   	  Not 	  all	  of 	   these	   s ites 	  are	  being 	  kept 	  
c urrent ,	   and	  at 	   leas t 	   four	   links 	  are	  dead.	   	   S ome	  g roups 	  are	  us ing 	  pop-‐ups 	  and	  
A c t ive	  X 	   c ont rols .	  While	   these	   techniques 	   c an	  make	  a	   s tunning 	   s ite,	  many 	  people	  
now	  employ 	  pop-‐up	  bloc kers 	  and	   spy 	  ware	  prevent ion.	  T he	  end	   result 	   is 	  delayed	  
response	   t ime	  and	   in	   some	  c ases 	  pag es 	   that 	  do	  not 	   load	  properly .	  One	   s ite	   I	  
t ried	   to	  v is it 	  has 	   los t 	   it s 	  URL 	  and	  you	  g et 	  a	  pseudo	  –s ite	  with	   sale	   items 	   that 	  



load	  us ing 	  key 	  words 	  g ardening .	  Please	  c hec k	  with	  your	  unit 	   to	   see	   if 	   they 	  have	  
a	   s ite,	   if 	   it 	   is 	   lis ted	  and	   if 	   the	  addres s 	  we	  have	   is 	   c orrec t .	  A sk	  your	  web	  mas ter	  
to	   look	  at 	   the	   s ite	   to	   insure	   that 	   this 	   is 	  what 	  you	  want .	   	  

1 7 . A 	  new	  pag e	   to	  promote	  MG	  Colleg e	   is 	  now	  open.	  T here	   is 	   a	   link	   to	   the	  MG	  
Colleg e	   rec ruit ing 	  PowerPoint 	  presentat ion.	   Informat ion	  about 	  Hous ing 	   is 	  already 	  
pos ted	   there.	   	  

F inance	  Committee	  –	  Ted	  Jenks, 	  Chair 	  

Members:	  	  Jim	  Kincaid	  (Virginia	  Beach),	  Bill	  Scott	  	  

Ted	  presented	  the	  recommendation	  for	  next	  year’s	  budget.	  The	  budget	  has	  been	  included	  at	  the	  end	  of	  
this	  report.	  Please	  e-‐mail	  Ted	  any	  questions	  as	  you	  review	  the	  proposal.	  The	  budget	  will	  be	  voted	  on	  
during	  the	  next	  meeting	  in	  June	  at	  Master	  Gardener	  College.	  

T he	  F inance	  Commit tee	   recommends 	  an	  elec t ronic 	  method	   for	  deliv ery 	  of 	  mos t 	  of 	   the	  
Direc tories 	   to	  help	   the	  budg et .	   	  Dave	  C lose	  ment ioned	   the	   idea	  of 	  pos t ing 	   the	  direc tory 	  

on	   the	  web	  s ite	  with	  pas sword	   for	  members 	   to	  ac ces s .	   	  

Special 	  Committees:	  
	  

Endowment	  Committee	  : 	   	  Kathryn	  Debnar, 	  Chair 	  

The	  balance	  of	  the	  endowment	  is	  $287,717.54.	  This	  includes	  the	  deferred	  gifts	  which	  are	  currently	  
registered.	  	  This	  number	  is	  lower	  than	  previous	  reports	  due	  to	  the	  stock	  market	  conditions.	  The	  
endowment	  has	  a	  new	  person	  at	  the	  VT	  Foundation, 	  Terry	  Mulligan	  who	  has	  come	  up	  with	  great	  ideas	  
to	  help	  us	  keep	  moving	  forward.	  We	  seem	  to	  be	  stalled	  in	  the	  25%	  range.	  There	  has	  been	  very	  little	  
response	  to	  the	  committee	  members.	  Please	  re-‐commit	  to	  the	  group	  and	  help	  it	  go	  forward.	  	  
Mary	  Anne	  Kincaid	  will	  provide	  a	  space	  at	  the	  membership	  table	  for	  Endowment	  Information.	  
	  
Bill	  Scott	  	  	  mentioned	  that	  a	  formal	  report	  to	  show	  the	  bottom	  line	  would	  be	  helpful.	  
	  
A	  recommendation	  from	  the	  floor	  was	  to	  ask	  members	  to	  pay	  $	  5.00	  a	  month	  with	  a	  credit	  card.	  
	  
	  VA	  Green	  Industry	  Counci l : 	   	  Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  Chair 	  

- 	   	   T he	  V irg inia	  Green	   indus t ry 	  Counc il	   also	  partners 	  with	   the	  V irg inia	  A g ribus ines s 	  
Counc il	   and	  V irg inia	  Department 	  of 	  A g ric ulture	  and	  Consumer	  S erv ic es 	   ( V DACS ) .	   	  

A rbor	  Day 	  _ 	  A pril	   2 4 th	  –	   two	   t rees 	  have	  been	  donated	   for	   the	  c apital	   ( E lm	  and	  K ousa	  
Dogwood) 	   the	  c elebrat ion	  will	  be	  held	  at 	  1 1 :3 0 .	  

- GO	  Green,	  Garden	  Fes t iv al	   sc heduled	  S aturday ,	   S eptember	  1 2 th	  	  	   at 	   the	  S c ience	  
Museum	   in	  Ric hmond.	  T he	   theme	   this 	   year	   is 	   g rown	  /Made	   in	  V irg inia,	  Cheri	  
Hag g erty 	  will	  be	   c oordinat ing 	  MG	  volunteers .	   	   	  

- Ric k	  Baker	   is 	   solic it ing 	   speakers ,	  demos ,	  and	  vendor	  exhibit s .	   T o	  part ic ipate	  
c ontac t 	  Ric k.Baker@vdac s .v irg inia.g ov 	  

	  



Fund	  Rais ing: 	  Susan	  Giandomenico, 	  Chair 	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   S usan	  was 	  not 	  at 	   the	  meet ing .	   	   S he	  will	  not 	  be	  at 	  MG	  Colleg e	  and	   is 	   looking 	   for	  
someone	   to	   sell	  MG	   items 	   for	  her.	  Pat ty 	  Gamache	  volunteered.	   	   	  

Search	  for	  Excel lence: 	   	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Angela	  Cingale	  and	  Bud	  Gregory	   	  

Chris ty 	  ment ioned	   that 	  at 	   the	   las t 	  meet ing 	   the	  proposal	  has 	  been	   sent 	   to	  each	  unit 	   rep	  
and	   there	  were	   few	  comments .	   	  Contac t 	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	  by 	   J une	  1 st	   to	   reserve	  your	   table	  
and	  elec t ric it y 	   for	  Brag 	  Boards 	  at 	  MG	  Colleg e.	   	  

	   J ames 	  C ity 	   -‐	  Williamsburg 	   received	  nat ional	   recog nit ion	  during 	   the	  S earch	   for	  

Exc ellence.	   	  

P. 	  Diane	  Relf 	  Education	  Endowment	  Fund	  : 	  Paul 	  Campbell , 	  Chair 	  

Paul	  was 	  not 	  present 	  but 	  has 	  added	  an	  applic at ion	   to	   the	  web	  s ite	  and	   	  dis t ributed	   	  
through	   the	   	   L IS T S ERV .	  He	  has 	  had	  several	   inquires 	  already .	  A pplic at ions 	   	  mus t 	   c ome	  

form	   the	  unit 	   c oordinator	  or	  ag ent .	   	  May 	  1 8 th	   is 	   the	   las t 	  date	   for	  applic at ions 	   for	  a	  

s c holarship	   to	  MG	  Colleg e.	   	  

State	  Fair-‐ 	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Chair 	  
T he	   S tate	   Fair	   will	   be	   held	   at 	   T he	   Meadow	   in	   Doswell,	   V A 	   this 	   y ear.	   S eptember	   2 4 th	   t ill	  
Oc t 	  4 th	  

New	   this 	   y ear	   each	   S unday 	   will	   have	   a	   dif ferent 	   focus 	   g roup.	   T he	   f irs t 	   S unday 	   will	  
feature	   J r.	   Mas ter	   Gardeners 	   and	   the	   second	   S unday 	   will	   be	   for	   Mas ter	   Naturalis t 	  
Prog rams .	  Please	   let 	  Chris ty 	   if 	   your	  unit 	   is 	   interes ted	   in	  volunteering .	   .	  

Extension	  L ia ison	  -‐ 	  Dave	  Close, 	   	  State	  MG	  Coordinator	  
• S tate	  S urvey 	   result s 	  on	   rec y c ling 	  ag 	  plas t ic 	  are	   in: 	  

T he	  hig hlig hts 	  are:	   	  

·∙ 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   4 1% 	  dispose	  of 	  plas t ic s 	  with	   the	   res t 	  of 	   their	  was te	   in	   the	  dumps ter	  

·∙ 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   9 5% 	  Ranked	  plas t ic 	  disposal	  as 	  either	  very 	   important 	  or	   important 	  
is sue	  –	  both	   for	   their	   c ompany 	  and	   for	   the	   indus t ry 	  as 	  a	  whole.	  

·∙ 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   7 9% 	  are	   interes ted	   in	  part ic ipat ing 	   in	  a	  plas t ic s 	   rec y c ling 	  prog ram	  

·∙ 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   1 6% 	  are	   interes ted	   in	   serv ing 	  as 	  a	   c ollec t ion	   s ite	   for	  plas t ic 	  was te	  

from	   the	  g reen	   indus t ry ;	  3 6% 	  mig ht 	  be	   interes ted	   in	   c ollec t ing 	   these	  
materials 	  

• Nat ional	  MG	  Prog ram	  rev iew	   is 	   c omplete.	   J us t 	  a	   few	  hig hlig hts 	  of 	   the	  data:	  
~ 9 5 ,0 0 0 	  volunteers ,	  5 .2 	  million	  hours 	   in	  2 0 0 8 ,	   v alued	  at 	  $ 6 4 .5 	  million.	  

• Dean	  update:	  nat ional	   search	  has 	  been	  conduc ted.	   Intend	   to	  have	  new	  
permanent 	  dean	   in	  plac e	  by 	   fall	   2 0 0 9 .	   Interim	  V CE	  Direc tor	  –	  Dr.	  Ric k	  Rudd	  
from	  A g 	  &	  Extens ion	  Educat ion.	  He	   is 	  maintaining 	  his 	  departmental	  
respons ibilit ies 	  along 	  with	  V CE	   respons ibilit ies .	  A nt ic ipate	  a	  dec is ion	   to	  be	  



made	  about 	  a	   full-‐t ime	  permanent 	  Direc tor	  once	   the	  new	  Dean	   is 	   in	  plac e	   this 	  
fall.	  

• Grant 	  with	  US 	  Fores t 	   S erv ic e	  has 	  been	   f iled	  and	   funding 	   is 	  pending .	  We	  will	  
rec eive	  $ 6 0 ,0 0 0 	   to	   c onduc t 	   the	  EA B	  C it iz en	  Monitoring 	  g rant 	  with	   the	  USDA 	  
Fores t 	  S erv ic e	  projec t .	  

• S tate	  Record	  K eeping 	  S y s tem:	  bac k	   to	   square	  one	  with	  new	   interim	  direc tor.	  
Wants 	   to	  make	   sure	  before	  he	   inves t s 	   several	   thousand	  dollars 	   in	  our	  
upg rade	   it 	   is 	   the	  bes t 	  use	  of 	   funds .	  He	  as sured	  us 	   it 	  wouldn’t 	  be	  another	  4 	  
years 	  before	  a	  dec is ion	   is 	  made	  and	  we	  have	   something 	  bet ter	   to	  work	  with.	  

• 	  Dawn	  Myerric ks ,	   L oudoun	  County 	  MG,	  has 	  volunteered	   to	  dig it iz e	   some	  of 	  
the	  V CE	  3 5mm	  s lides 	   set s 	  and	   t rans fer	   the	   s c ript s 	   to	  power	  point 	  
presentat ions .	  

• On	   the	  endowment 	   front ,	  meet ing s 	  with	  Corporate	  Relat ions 	  off ic er	  have	  
been	  produc t ive	  and	  have	  g iven	  us 	   some	  g ood	   ideas 	  and	  direc t ions 	   to	  g o.	  We	  
have	  div ided	  g roups 	  of 	  potent ial	  donors 	   into	  c ateg ories 	  of 	  g ift s 	  > $ 5 ,0 0 0 	  or	  
g ift s 	  < $ 5 ,0 0 0 .	  T hose	  who	  are	   les s 	   than	  5 K 	  will	  be	  approached	   to	   sponsor	  or	  
support 	  MG	  Colleg e.	  T hose	  who	  are	  5 K 	  or	  hig her	  will	  be	  approached	   to	  
support 	   the	  Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Fund.	  

• MG	  Colleg e:	   sponsorship	  pac kets 	  were	   sent 	   to	   targ eted	  c ompanies ;	   a	   small	  
numbers 	  of 	   v endors 	  will	  be	   inv ited	   to	   set 	  up	  booths ;	  hous ing 	   is 	  up	  and	  ac t iv e;	  
c onference	   reg is t rat ion	  will	  hopefully 	  be	  up	   soon	   (May 	  1 ) .	  

• Hous ing 	   for	  MG	  Colleg e,	  Donaldson	  Brown	  will	  not 	  be	  used	   for	  MG	  Colleg e	   this 	  
year.	   	   	  

• T he	   focus 	  of 	   c olleg e	   this 	   y ear	  will	  be	  T ree	  S tewards .	  
• One	  major	   c hang e	  –	   there	  will	  be	  no	   ses s ions 	  on	  S unday 	  due	   to	  Father’s 	  Day .	   	  
• If 	  unit s 	  have	  Power	  Point 	  or	  other	   learning 	  presentat ions 	  with	   s c ript s 	  please	  

send	   to	  Dave.	   	  
	  

Unit 	  Reports: 	  

T he	   unit 	   reps 	   were	   asked	   to	   send	   their	   report s 	   to	   the	   V ic e	   Pres ident .	   T hey 	   will	   be	  
pos ted	  at 	  www.VMGA .net 	  and	  condensed	  vers ion	  printed	   in	   the	  next 	  news let ter	  

President’s 	  Question	  of 	  the	  Day	  : 	  How	  is 	  MG	  Col lege	  Col lege	  promoted	  in 	  your	  unit?	  
L isted	  below	  is 	  a 	  summary	  of 	  the	  responses. 	  

T he	  majority 	  of 	  unit s 	   s tart 	  promot ing 	  MG	  Colleg e	  early 	   in	   the	  year,	  many 	  have	   those	  
MG’s 	   that 	  at tended	  colleg e	   s cheduled	  as 	  a	   speaker	   for	   the	  unit 	  membership	  meet ing s .	   	  
Mos t 	  unit s 	  also	   reques t 	  MG	  Colleg e	  at tendees 	   	   to	   submit 	  an	  art ic le	   for	   the	   loc al	  
news let ter.	  

	   S ome	  unit s 	  g ive	  MG	  Colleg e	  presentat ions 	  during 	  each	  of 	   the	   s cheldued	   	  membership	   ,	  
rec ert if ic at ion	  and	   	   t raining 	   / new	  c las s 	  meet ing s 	   to	  encourag e	  at tendance.	   	   T hese	  
presentat ions 	   inc luded:	   showing 	   the	  MG	  Colleg e	  Power	  Point 	  presentat ion	  during 	  
membership	  meet ing s ,	   s c ehduling 	  a	  break	  out 	   ses s ion	   to	  answer	   spic ef ic 	  ques t ions 	  



concerning 	  MG	  Colleg e,	  play ing 	  g ames 	  which	   revolves 	  aound	   the	  MG	  Colleg e	  experience	  
.	   	  

T he	  primary 	  method	  of 	   c ommunic at ion	   for	  many 	  unit s 	   is 	  by 	  e-‐mail	   ,	   s everal	  unit 	   s end	  
out 	  MG	  Colleg e	   reminder	  e-‐mails 	   s everal	   t imes 	  during 	   the	  year	   to	  keep	   the	  members 	  
pos ted.	  

One	  unit 	   rep.	  has 	  a	   s ig n	  up	   sheet 	   for	   those	  MG’s 	  who	  are	   inters ted	   in	  MG	  Colleg e,	  and	  

they 	  are	  are	  kept 	  up	   to	  date	  by 	  e-‐mails .	   	  

MG	  Colleg e	   is 	   lis ted	  on	   the	  Calendar	  of 	  events 	  every 	  year.	  

Unit s 	  which	  use	  Event 	  Pos tc ards 	  add	  MG	  Colleg e	  and	   reg is t rat ion	   informat ion	   several	  
months 	   in	  advance.	  

It 	   was 	   interes t ing 	   to	   learn	   how	   unit s 	   informed	   Mas ter	   Gardeners 	   about 	   MG	   Colleg e.	  
S everal	   members 	   expres sed	   an	   interes t 	   in	   sharing 	   some	   of 	   these	   methods 	   with	   their	  
g roups .	   	   	  

Presidents	  Report: 	   	  Betty	  Vi l lers 	  

S ince	   the	   las t 	  meet ing ,	   several	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  answered	   reques t 	   for	  hint s 	  and	  
art ic les 	   for	   v arious 	  Hort ic ulture	  and	  Gardening 	  mag az ines ,	   several	  of 	  our	  mas ter	  
g ardeners 	  have	  been	  published.	   	   	  

T he	  VMGA 	  was 	  asked	   to	   send	  a	   let ter	  of 	   support 	   to	   the	  Beaut iful	  Plant 	  Prog ram	   for	  a	  
g rant 	  applic at ion.	  Over	  1 0 0 	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  have	  helped	  with	   this 	  projec t ,	   from	  
Halifax ,	  Norfolk,	   and	  Bedford.	   	  

	   L oudoun	  County 	  MG’s 	  achieved	  5 0 1 c 	   ( 3 ) 	   s tatus 	  with	   the	  help	  of 	   the	  unit 	   support 	  
c ommit tee	  and	  K erry 	  Goldmeyer. 	   	   T hey 	  did	  not 	   receive	  a	   s ing le	  ques t ion	   form	   the	   IRS .	   	  

T here	  will	  be	   informat ion	  available	  at 	  MG	  Colleg e	   for	  obtaining 	   	  5 0 1 c 	   ( 3 ) 	  status.	   	   	  

Unfinished	  Business-‐ 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  MG	  Col lege	  -‐ 	  Goody	  bags	  -‐ 	   	   	   Please	  c ontac t 	  Pat ty 	  Gamache	  with	  any 	   informat ion	  

on	   freebies 	  or	  potent ial	   c ont ributors 	   for	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  g oody 	  bag s .	  A ll	   items 	  
should	  be	   sent 	   to	  Pat t ie	   in	  Bedford	  prior	   to	  MG	  Colleg e.	  Plan	  on	  at 	   leas t 	  3 2 5 	   items 	   for	  
reg is tered	  MGs 	  and	   speakers .	  

	   S i lent	  Auction	   -‐	   L es lie	  Paulson	  was 	  not 	  present .	  T his 	   is 	   an	   important 	   fund	   raiser	  

for	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Coordinator	  endowment 	   fund.	   	   L es lie	  has 	   sent 	   the	   form	   to	  

encourag e	  all	  MG’s 	  and	  Unit s 	   to	  donate	   to	   this 	   year’s 	   S ilent 	  A uc t ion,	   the	   form	   insures 	  
that 	   the	  proces s 	  g oes 	   smoothly 	  and	   should	  be	  c ompleted	   for	  MG	  donat ions 	  prior	   to	  MG	  
Colleg e.	   	   	  

New	  Business: 	  



An	  A udit 	   c ommit t te	   c ons is t ing 	  of 	   	   J im	  S c ibek,	  Barbara	  Greer	  and	  T ina	  Chalekie	  will	   	  
meet 	   J une	  1 0 th	   	   in	  Hanover	   	   to	  perform	   the	  audit .	   	   	   	  

S ites	  for	  the	  VMGA	  Bi-‐Monthly	  Meetings	  –	   	   	   	  

• For	  2 0 0 9 	   the	   s chedule	   is :	  
J une	  1 9 -‐	  V A 	  T ech	   -‐MG	  Colleg e	  

A ugus t 	  8 -‐	   L ynchburg 	  

Oc tober	  1 0 –	  L ex ing ton	  area	  

December	  1 2 -‐	  V irg inia	  Beach	  

Announcements: 	   	   	   	  

T he	  S horelines 	  Res torat ion	  Gardens 	  projec t 	  at 	   the	  F isherman's 	  Museum	   in	  Reedv ille	  
(Northern	  Neck	  MGs ) 	  will	  be	   featured	  on	  Ric hard	  Nunally ’s 	  T V 	  prog ram,	  V A 	  Home	  
Grown,	   J uly 	  2 8 th.	   	  

T he	  Next 	  VMGA 	  meet ing 	  will	  be	  held	  on	   J une	  1 9 th	  5 ;	  0 0 	  pm,	  at 	  V a	  T ech,	  Mas ter	  
Gardener	  Colleg e.	  A nnual	  meet ing 	  will	  be	  held	  S at .	  nig ht .	  7 :0 0 pm.	   	   	   	  

Meet ing 	  adjourned	  at 	  1 :3 2 	  p.m.	   	  

Respec t fully 	   submit ted,	  

	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  VMGA 	  S ec retary 	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  
T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

Apri l 	  18, 	  2009	  
	  

	   	   	   Balance	  Sheet	   	   	  

	   	  
Data	  as 	  

of:	   3 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 9 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Assets 	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Chec king 	  A c count 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   $ 6 ,6 6 5 .4 9 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
PDR	  Educat ion	  Endowment 	  CD	  
Balance	   	   	   $ 1 3 ,8 5 9 .3 4 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Reserve	  CD	  # 1 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Reserve	  CD	  # 2 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  



	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Reserve	  CD	  # 1 	  

Balance	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Reserve	  CD	  # 2 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   $ 4 ,7 1 7 .4 5 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Future	  Dues 	  CD	  
Balance	   	   	   	   $ 5 ,8 2 8 .3 8 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Fundrais ing 	  
Inventory 	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,0 2 1 .3 6 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Total 	  Assets	   	   $ 3 2 ,0 9 2 .0 2 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

L iabi l i t ies 	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Unearned	   Income	   -‐	   Future	  
Dues 	   	   	   $ 6 ,7 7 1 .0 1 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Funds 	  

Payable	   	   	   $ 6 9 5 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Coordinator	  Endowment 	  
Planned	  Gift s 	  Payable	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Res t ric ted	  Gift s 	   for	  
S cholarships 	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  



	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  
Total 	  

L iabi l i t ies 	   	   $ 7 ,4 6 6 .0 1 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Net	  Assets 	   	   	   	   	  

	  
A c cumulated	  
Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 2 0 ,4 9 6 .5 7 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Current 	  Year	  
Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 4 ,1 2 9 .4 4 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  
Total 	  Net	  

Assets 	   	   $ 2 4 ,6 2 6 .0 1 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  

Total 	  
L iabi l i t ies	  and	  
Net	  Assets 	   	   $ 3 2 ,0 9 2 .0 2 	  

	  	  
	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  
T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

April	  18,	  2009	  

	  

Chec king 	  
Balance	  as 	  of 	  
1 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 9 	   	   	   	   	   $ 6 ,1 7 1 .2 3 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   Receipts 	   	   	   	   $ 7 6 8 .0 8 	  

	   	   	   Coord	  Endowment 	  Gift s 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Dues 	  FY 	  1 0 -‐1 9 	   $ 5 8 8 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   FY 	  0 9 	  dues 	   ( c urrent 	  FY ) 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  



	   	   	   Fundrais ing 	   	   $ 5 1 .0 8 	   	  

	   	   	   Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 1 0 4 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Res t ric ted	  Gift 	   for	  
S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   D isbursements 	   	   	   	   -‐$ 2 7 3 .8 2 	  

	   	   	   Comm/ S upport 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Coord	  Endowment 	  
Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Coord	  Endow	  Gift 	  
T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Educat ion	  S cholarship-‐
S pec 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   E lec t ions 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  
Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Market ing 	   	   -‐$ 5 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Membership	  &	  Ros ter	   -‐$ 5 0 .3 9 	   	  

	   	   	   News let ter	   	  
-‐

$ 1 4 3 .1 1 	   	  

	   	   	   S tate	  Fair	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   Pres ident 	   	   -‐$ 2 5 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   S ec retary 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   T reasurer	   	   -‐$ 5 .3 2 	   	  



	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   T rans fers 	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   EEF 	  Gift 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   L ifet ime	  Dues 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Reserve	  CD	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Fundrais ing 	   Inventory 	  

T rans fer	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  

Chec king 	  
Balance	  as 	  of 	   3 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 9 	   	   	   	   $ 6 ,6 6 5 .4 9 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Reserve	  and	  EEF 	  CD's 	   $ 5 6 8 .1 0 	   	  

	   	   Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Future	  Dues 	  CD	   $ 2 0 9 .3 7 	   	  

	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Association,	  Inc	  
T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

April	  18,	  2009	  
Year	  to	  Date	  Income	  &	  Expenses	  to	  Budget	  FY09	   	   	  

Income	  YT D	   	   	   	   	  

	   Committee	   Budget	   Income	   	   	  

	   Membership	   	   	   	   	  

	   FY 	  0 9 	   ( L ifet ime/ Prior	  Year) 	   $ 3 ,6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 4 ,3 5 6 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   FY 	  0 9 	   ( Current 	  FY ) 	   $ 1 ,6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,1 1 6 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   S ubtotal	   $ 5 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 ,4 7 2 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   Fundrais ing 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,1 0 6 .2 6 	   	   	  

	   Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 1 2 9 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   Interes t 	   Income	   	   	   $ 7 7 7 .4 7 	   	   	  

	   Res t ric ted	  Gift 	   for	  S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  



	   total	   $ 9 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 7 ,4 8 4 .7 3 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Expenses 	  YT D	   	   	   	   	  

	   Committee	   Budget	   Expense	   Year-‐End	   	  

	   Comm/ S upport 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Coord	  Endowment 	  Cmte	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Educat ion	  S cholarship-‐S pec 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   $ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   E lec t ions 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	  
Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  
Endowment 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   Market ing 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 2 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 7 5 .0 0 	   	  

	   Membership	  &	  Ros ter	   $ 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 ,2 5 1 .3 2 	   $ 7 4 8 .6 8 	   	  

	   News let ter	   $ 1 ,3 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 6 0 3 .7 9 	   $ 6 9 6 .2 1 	   	  

	   S tate	  Fair	   $ 3 5 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 4 2 0 .5 7 	   -‐$ 7 0 .5 7 	   	  

	   Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   Pres ident 	   $ 1 2 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 9 8 .0 9 	   $ 2 6 .9 1 	   	  

	   	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   S ec retary 	   $ 3 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 6 2 .2 1 	   -‐$ 2 7 .2 1 	   	  

	   	   	   	   T reasurer	   $ 6 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 9 4 .3 1 	   -‐$ 2 9 .3 1 	   	  

	   total	   $ 9 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 3 ,3 5 5 .2 9 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Year	  to	  Date	  Endowment	  &	  Restr icted	  Funds	  Transactions	  FY09	   	  

	   Fund	  

Balance	  to	  
Start 	  F iscal 	  

Year	  
Funds	  

Received	   Transfers	   Balance	  



	   Coordinator	  Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 6 9 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 6 9 5 .0 0 	  

	   L ifet ime	  Dues 	  FY 	  1 0 -‐1 9 	   $ 1 3 2 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,0 2 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,1 5 2 .0 0 	  

	   Educat ion	  Endowment 	   $ 1 2 3 .0 0 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 4 8 .0 0 	  

	   Planned	  Gift s 	   to	  Coord	  Endow	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   Reserve	  Funds 	  CD's 	   	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   total	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,9 9 5 .0 0 	  

	  
	  

Proposed	  Budg et 	  2 0 0 9 -‐2 0 1 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  VMGA,	   Inc. 	   	   	  

	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  Proposed	  FY2010	  
Budget	   	   	  

	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   June	  1,2009	  to	  May	  
31,2010	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Income	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Membership	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  Reg ular	   	   	   	   	   	   	   $ 	   	   	   1 ,4 0 0 	   	  

	  
	   	   L ifet ime/ A dvanced	  
Payments 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   4 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   T otal	  
Membership	   	   	   	   	   	   	   5 ,4 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Gift s 	   for	  EEF 	  S cholarships 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   -‐ 	   	  

	   Educat ion	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   3 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   Fundrais ing 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   1 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  



T otal	   Income	   	   	   	   	   	   	   $ 	   	   	   9 ,4 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Expenses 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Communic at ion/ S upport 	   	   	   	   	   $ 	   	   	   	   	   	   2 7 5 	   	  

	   Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Commit tee	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   1 0 0 	   	  

	   Educat ion	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   3 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   6 0 0 	   	  

	   E lec t ions 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   1 2 5 	   	  

	   Fundrais ing 	  Commit tee	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   5 0 	   	  

	   Fundrais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  V T 	  Endowment 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   1 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   Market ing 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   3 0 0 	   	  

	   Membership	  &	  Ros ter	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   2 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   News let ter	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   1 ,2 0 0 	   	  

	   S tate	  Fair	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   4 0 0 	   	  

	   Off ic ers ' 	   Expense	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Pres ident 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   1 2 5 	   	  

	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   2 5 	   	  

	   	   	   S ec retary 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   1 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   T reasurer	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   1 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

T otal	  Expenses 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   $ 	   	   	   9 ,4 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  



	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  

V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  A s soc iat ion,	   Inc .	  

Bi-‐Monthly	  Board	  Meeting	  	  
Friday	  June	  19th	  

V A .	  T ech	  –	  B lac ksburg 	   	  

Attendance:	   	  
( A rling ton/ 	  A lexandria) 	   J oe	  K elly ;	   ( B lue	  Ridg e) 	  Charlie	  Whit t le;	   ( Fairfax) 	  Georg e	  Graine;	   	  

( Fauquier) 	   J im	  S c ibek;	   	   ( Green	  S pring ) 	   J oan	  Ric hards ,	  C yndi	  B ishop;	   	   ( Hanover) 	  Chris ty 	  
Brennan,	   ( Prince	  Georg e) 	  Chery l	   S ebera,	  Barbara	  Greer;	   ( Prince	  William) 	   J anet 	  and	  B ill	  
S c ot t ,	   	   Frank	  Reilly ,	   L es lie	  Paulsen;	   (Newport 	  News ) ,	   ( Roc kbridg e) 	   	  Dav id	  Mims ;	   	  
( V irg inia	  Beach) 	   	  Mary 	  A nn	  K inc aid,	  Bet ty 	  V illers ;	   ( York) 	   J ac kie	   L ohr.	   	   	  

	  
Cal l 	   to	  Order: 	   	  
Pres ident 	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	   c alled	   the	  meet ing 	   to	  order	  at 	  5 :0 0 	  pm	  

Introductions: 	  
Betty	  waved	  the	  introductions.	  	  	  
Minutes	  –	  Christy	  Brennan	  
One	  correc t ion	  was 	  made	   to	   the	  minutes 	  of 	   the	  A pril	   1 8 ,	  2 0 0 9 	   to	  add	  an	  at tendee	  
Cyndi	  B ishop.	   	  

T he	  minutes 	  were	  ac cepted	  with	   the	  c orrec t ion	  added	  as 	  pos ted	  on	   the	  VMGA 	  web	  

s ite.	  

Treasurer’s 	  Report	  –	  Bi l l 	  Scott 	  
Bill	  presented	  the	  treasurer's	  report.	  	  The	  treasurer’s	  report	  will	  be	  filed	  for	  audit.	  	  (The	  report	  is	  
attached).	  	  
	  
Audit 	  Report: 	  J im	  Scibek	  
T he	  annual	  audit 	  was 	   c ompleted;	   the	   f inding s 	  will	  be	  presented	  at 	   the	  A nnual	  Meet ing 	  
S at 	   J une	  2 0 th	   to	   the	  board,	   c oordinators 	  and	  members 	  at tending 	  MG	  Colleg e.	  

	  
Committee	  Reports: 	  
	  

Betty	  –	  most	  of	  the	  committee	  reports	  will	  be	  given	  by	  each	  committee	  chair	  through	  a	  power	  point	  
presentation	  at	  the	  Annual	  Meeting	  on	  July	  20th.	  	  
A 	  mot ion	  was 	  made	   to	  defer	  all	   report s 	   to	   the	  annual	  meet ing .	   	   	  

T he	  Mot ion	  was 	   seconded	  and	  pas sed.	  

Unfinished	  Business: 	   	  



Barbara	  Geer	  –	  Educat ion	  Commit tee-‐	  T he	  educat ion	  c ommit tee	  has 	  a	  prog ram	  
s cheduled	   in	  Charlot tesv ille	   in	   c onjunc t ion	  with	  Mas ter	  Naturalis t 	  on	  Oc t 	  1 3 th.	   	   T he	  
c ommit tee	  has 	  another	  opportunity 	   for	  an	  event 	   in	   the	   Is le	  of 	  Wig ht 	  area	  on	  Oc t 	  3 1 st.	   	  
T he	  commit tee	  wanted	   to	  g et 	  approval	   to	   c onfirm	   the	  event .	  Each	  event 	  would	  have	  a	  

dif ferent 	   set 	  of 	   topic s 	  and	  presenters .	  A fter	  much	  dis cus s ion	  on	   is sues 	  of 	  hav ing 	   three	  
VMGA 	  /MG	  events 	   in	   the	   same	  month	  –	  a	  mot ion	  was 	  made	   to	   s chedule	   the	  event 	  on	  
Oc t .	  3 1 st	   as 	   this 	  would	  appeal	   to	  a	  dif ferent 	  area	  and	  members .	  T he	  mot ion	  pas sed.	  

New	  Business: 	   	   	  

A 	   sug g es t ion	   from	  Mary 	  A nne	  K inc aid	   to	  announce	  during 	   the	   f irs t 	  day 	  of 	  

announcements 	   that 	   it 	  would	  be	  nic e	   if 	   the	  VMGA 	  Pres ident 	  was 	   s cheduled	   to	  welcome	  
everyone	   to	  MG	  Colleg e	  and	  explain	  VMGA 	  and	  our	  part 	   in	  MG	  Colleg e.	  

Announcements	  
Next 	  VMGA 	  meet ing 	  will	  be	  held	  on	  A ugus t 	  8 th,	   2 0 0 9 	  –	  1 0 :0 0 	  am	  L ynchburg 	  Colleg e,	  
C lay tor	  Nature	  S tudy 	  Center	   -‐S ponsored	  by 	  Hill	  C ity 	  Mas ter	  Gardeners .	   	  

Meet ing 	  adjourned	  at 	  1 :4 5 	  p.m.	   	  

Respec t fully 	   submit ted,	  

Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  VMGA 	  S ec retary 	  

	  
Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Associat ion, 	   Inc	  

Treasurer’s 	  Report 	  
	  

	   	  
Balance	  

Sheet	   	   	   	  

	   Data	  A s 	  OF:	   5 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 9 	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Chec king 	  
A c count 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   	   $ 9 ,4 5 2 .5 3 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

PDR	  Educat ion	  
Endowment 	  CD	  

Balance	   	   	   	   	   $ 1 3 ,9 4 3 .3 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Reserve	  CD	  # 1 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  



	   	   	   	   	   	  

Reserve	  CD	  # 2 	  

Balance	   	   	   	   	   $ 4 ,7 3 5 .1 9 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Future	  Dues 	  CD	  
Balance	   	   	   	   	   $ 5 ,8 6 4 .4 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Fundrais ing 	  
Inventory 	   	   	   	   	   $ 7 8 8 .9 8 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  
Total 	  

Assets 	   	   	   $ 3 4 ,7 8 4 .4 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Unearned	  
Income	   -‐	   Future	  
Dues 	   	   	   	   	   $ 9 ,5 3 1 .0 1 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Coordinator	  
Endowment 	  

Funds 	  Payable	   	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,0 7 8 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Fund	  Rais ing 	   	  
Gift s 	   for	  
Coordinator	  
Endowment 	   	   	   	   	   $ 1 ,4 1 1 .8 8 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

S pec ial	  
Educat ion	  
S cholarship	   for	  
Prince	  William	   	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	  
Total 	  

	   	   $ 1 2 ,0 2 0 .8 9 	  



Liabi l i t ies 	  

A c cumulated	  

Earning s 	   	   	   	   	   $ 2 0 ,4 9 6 .5 7 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Current 	  Year	  
Earning s 	   	   	   	   	   $ 2 ,2 6 6 .9 4 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  
Total 	  Net	  

Assets 	   	   	   $ 2 2 ,7 6 3 .5 1 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	  

Total 	  
L iabi l i t ies	  
and	  Net	  
Assets 	   	   	   $ 3 4 ,7 8 4 .4 0 	  

Chec king 	  
Balance	  as 	  of 	   	   3 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 9 	   	   	   	   $ 6 ,6 6 5 .4 9 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Receipts 	   	   	   	   $ 3 ,7 8 2 .0 0 	  

	   	   Coord	  Endowment 	  Gift s 	   $ 3 8 3 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Dues 	  FY 	  1 0 -‐1 9 	   $ 2 ,7 6 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   FY 	  0 9 	  dues 	   ( c urrent 	  FY ) 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Fundrais ing 	   	   $ 5 3 8 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 1 0 1 .0 0 	   	  

	   	  
Res t ric ted	  Gift 	   for	  
S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   D isbursements 	   	   	   	   -‐$ 9 9 4 .9 6 	  

	   	   Comm/ S upport 	   -‐$ 7 2 3 .1 2 	   	  

	   	   Coord	  Endowment 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  



	   	  
Coord	  Endow	  Gift 	  
T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	  
Educat ion	  S cholarship-‐
S pec 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   E lec t ions 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	  
Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  
Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Market ing 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Membership	  &	  Ros ter	   -‐$ 9 1 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   News let ter	   	   -‐$ 1 7 4 .8 4 	   	  

	   	   S tate	  Fair	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   Pres ident 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   S ec retary 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   T reasurer	   	   -‐$ 6 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   T rans fers 	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   EEF 	  Gift 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   L ifet ime	  Dues 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   Reserve	  CD	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	  
Fundrais ing 	   Inventory 	  
T rans fer	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Chec king 	  
Balance	  as 	  of 	   5 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 9 	   	   	   	   $ 9 ,4 5 2 .5 3 	  



	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Reserve	  and	  EEF 	  CD's 	   $ 6 6 9 .8 0 	   	  

	   Interes t 	   Income	  on	  Future	  Dues 	  CD	   $ 2 4 5 .3 9 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Committee	   Budget	   Income	   	   	   	  

Membership	   	   	   	   	   	  

FY 	  0 9 	  
( L ifet ime/ Prior	  

Year) 	   $ 3 ,6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 4 ,3 5 6 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

FY 	  0 9 	   ( Current 	  
FY ) 	   $ 1 ,6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,1 1 6 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

S ubtotal	   $ 5 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 5 ,4 7 2 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

Fundrais ing 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,4 1 1 .8 8 	   	   	   	  

Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 2 3 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

Interes t 	   Income	   	   	   $ 9 1 5 .1 9 	   	   	   	  

Res t ric ted	  Gift 	  
for	  S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	   	  

total	   $ 9 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 8 ,0 2 9 .0 7 	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  



Committee	   Budget	   Expense	   Year-‐End	   	   	  

Comm/ S upport 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 7 2 3 .1 2 	   -‐$ 4 2 3 .1 2 	   	   	  

Coord	  
Endowment 	  
Cmte	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 0 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

Educat ion	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

Educat ion	  
S cholarship-‐

S pec 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

EEF 	  
S cholarships 	   $ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

E lec t ions 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

Fund	  Rais ing 	  
Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	   	  

Fund	  Rais ing 	  
Gift s 	   to	  
Endowment 	   $ 1 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 ,4 1 1 .8 8 	   -‐$ 4 1 1 .8 8 	   	   	  

Market ing 	   $ 3 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 2 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 7 5 .0 0 	   	   	  

Membership	  &	  
Ros ter	   $ 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 ,3 4 2 .3 2 	   $ 6 5 7 .6 8 	   	   	  

News let ter	   $ 1 ,3 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 7 7 8 .6 3 	   $ 5 2 1 .3 7 	   	   	  

S tate	  Fair	   $ 3 5 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 4 2 0 .5 7 	   -‐$ 7 0 .5 7 	   	   	  

Off ic ers 	  
Expense	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Pres ident 	   $ 1 2 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 9 8 .0 9 	   $ 2 6 .9 1 	   	   	  

	   	   	  V ic e	  
Pres ident 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 2 5 .0 0 	   	   	  

	   	   	   S ec retary 	   $ 3 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 6 2 .2 1 	   -‐$ 2 7 .2 1 	   	   	  

	   	   	   T reasurer	   $ 6 5 .0 0 	   -‐$ 1 0 0 .3 1 	   -‐$ 3 5 .3 1 	   	   	  

total	   $ 9 ,2 0 0 .0 0 	   -‐$ 5 ,7 6 2 .1 3 	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  



Fund	  

Balance	  to	  
Start 	  F iscal 	  

Year	  
Funds	  

Received	   Transfers	   Balance	   	  

Coordinator	  
Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,0 7 8 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,0 7 8 .0 0 	   	  

Fundrais ing 	   for	  
Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,4 1 1 .8 8 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 1 ,4 1 1 .8 8 	   	  

Educat ion	  
Endowment 	   $ 1 2 3 .0 0 	   $ 2 3 0 .0 0 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   $ 3 5 3 .0 0 	   	  

total	   	   	   	   $ 2 ,8 4 2 .8 8 	   	  

	  

Virginia	  Master	  Gardener	  Associat ion, 	   Inc. 	  

Annual 	  Meeting	   	  
June	  20th	  2009	  (as	  amended	  11/6/12)	  

VA.	  Tech	  Blacksburg, 	  VA	   	   	  

	  
Attendance:	   	  
Meeting	  open	  to	  al l 	  Master	  gardeners	  attending	  the	  2009	  Master	  Gardener	  Col lege. 	   	   	  

Cal l 	   to	  Order	  –	   	  
Pres ident 	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	   c alled	   the	  meet ing 	   to	  order	  at 	  7 :0 0 	  p	   .m.	  

Introductions; 	  
Int roduc t ion	  of 	   the	  VMGA 	  Board:	  Bet ty 	  V illers ;	  Pres ident ,	  Chery l	   S ebera;	  V ic e	  Pres ident ,	  
Chris ty 	  Brennan;	  S ec retary ,	  B ill	   S c ot t ;	   T reasurer.	  

Minutes: 	  
The	  minutes	  of	  the	  2008	  Annual	  Meeting	  were	  approved	  as	  posted	  on	  the	  VMGA	  web	  site.	  	  
	  
Treasurer’s 	  Report 	  –	  Bi l l 	  Scott 	   	  
Bill	  presented	  copies	  of	  the	  treasurer’s	  report;	  this	  has	  been	  a	  very	  good	  year.	  	  There	  were	  no	  questions	  
and	  the	  treasurer’s	  report	  was	  accepted	  as	  read.	  	  
The	  report	  is	  attached	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  document	  
	  
COMMITTEE	  REPORTS:	  
	  
Audit 	  Committee: 	  J im	  Scibek-‐	  Chair 	  
Members: 	  Barbara	  Geer, 	  and	  Tina	  Chaleki 	  



The	  VMGA	  audit	  committee	  met	  on	  Wednesday	  June	  10,	  2009	  to	  review	  documentation	  of	  all	  VMGA	  
accounts.	  	  Financial	  documentation	  including	  check	  registers,	  canceled	  checks,	  bank	  statements	  and	  
receipts	  were	  reviewed.	  	  
T he	  commit tee	   found	   that 	   the	   records 	  were	  ac curate	  and	  correc t ly 	   represented	   the	  
f inanc ial	   t ransac t ions 	  of 	   the	  VMGA 	   for	   the	  period	  1 	   J une	  2 0 0 8 	   through	  3 1 	  May 	  2 0 0 9 .	   	  

Education	  Committee: 	  Barbara	  Geer	  –	  Chair 	  

Members: 	   	   	  Lori 	  Hamlett, 	  Betty	  Jo	  Hendrix, 	  Patty	  Richard, 	   Ira	  Wallace	  

T he	  educat ion	  commit tee	  was 	  g iven	   the	   task	  of 	  planning 	  hig h	  qualit y 	   c ont inuing 	  
educat ional	  events 	   throughout 	   the	  S tate	   for	  Mas ter	  Gardeners .	  T he	  c ommit tee	   is 	  proud	  
to	  announce	   that 	   the	   f irs t 	  event 	  will	  be	  held	  Oc t 	  1 3 ,	  2 0 0 9 	   in	   c ooperat ion	  with	   the	  
Mas ter	  Naturalis t 	  Prog ram,	   t it led	   “Mov ing 	   towards 	  S us tainabilit y ”	   in	  Charlot tesv ille,	   at 	  
T ufton	  Farms .	   	  

Informat ional	  handouts 	  on	   this 	  event 	   	   	  were	  available.	  

On	  Oc t 	  3 1 st	   another	   c ont inuing 	  educat ion	  event 	   is 	  planned	   in	  Wes tern	  T idewater	  area	  at 	  
Carlton,	   the	   Is le	  of 	  Wig ht .	  T here	  will	  be	  more	   informat ion	  on	   this 	  event 	  as 	   the	  date	  g ets 	  

c loser.	  

T he	  commit tee	  has 	  also	  planned	  a	  Mini	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Colleg e	  Day ,	  as 	   reques ted	  by 	  
members 	  who	   responded	   to	   the	   survey 	   indent ify ing 	  educat ional	  needs .	  T his 	  event 	  will	  
be	  held	  at 	  V A 	  S tate	  Univers ity .	   S everal	  breakout 	   ses s ions 	  are	  planned	  on	   the	   topic 	  of 	  

org anic 	  g ardening .	   	  

Chec k	   the	  VMGA .org 	  web	  s ite	   for	  more	   informat ion	  on	   these	  events .	  

Newsletter-‐ 	  Peggy	  Fox-‐	  Content	  Editor, 	  Dawn	  Myerricks-‐ 	  Lay	  out	  Editor	  
S ince	   las t 	   J uly ,	  Peg g y 	  has 	  been	   the	  c ontent 	  editor	  and	   she	   thanked	  everyone	   for	  

sending 	   the	  unit 	   report s .	  We	  would	   like	   to	   inc lude	  more	   informat ion	   from	  Mas ter	  
Gardener	  Unit 	  News let ters 	   from	  around	   the	  S tate.	  Please	  make	   sure	  your	  unit s 	  
news let ter	   is 	   s ent 	   to	  Bet ty 	  V illers 	  who	   forwards 	   it 	   to	  Peg g y 	  Fox .	   	   	   	  

- Please	   send	  Unit 	  Reports 	   to	  Chery l	   S ebera	  by 	   the	  F irs t 	  week	   in	   J uly .	   	   	  
	   	  

Membership	  –	  Mary	  Ann	  Kincaid, 	  Chair 	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  A s 	  of 	   J une	  1 3 ,	   there	  are	  4 6 2 	  c urrent 	  members 	  of 	   the	  V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  
A s soc iat ion.	   	   	  

Of 	   these,	  2 9 3 	  are	  A c t ive	  members ;	  5 	  are	  A ux iliary 	  members ;	  and	  1 6 4 	  are	   L ifet ime	  

members .	  

We	  are	  await ing 	   renewal	  of 	  1 5 7 	  members 	  whose	  memberships 	  expired	  5 / 3 1 / 0 9 .	  

Unit 	  Support	  -‐ 	  Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  
Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  



Unit 	  Support	  Members: 	  Pat	  Rei l ly , 	  Karen	  Sacasky, 	  Kerry	  Goldmeyer, 	  P inky	  Derieux, 	  
Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  and	  whomever	  else	  we	  need. 	  

1 . We	  handled	   two	  unit s ’	  ques t ions 	   reg arding 	  5 0 1 ( c ) 	  3 	   s tatus ,	   f iling 	   for	   it ,	   s ales 	  
tax ,	   and	  non-‐prof it 	   s tatus .	   	  We	  know	  at 	   leas t 	  one	  of 	   these	  unit s 	   suc ces s fully 	  
applied	   for	  and	   received	   their	  non-‐prof it 	   s tatus .	  

2 . We	  prov ided	   some	  c larif ic at ion	   to	   the	  Board	  about 	   the	  need	   for	  an	  Emeritus 	  
S tatus 	  of 	  membership	   for	  VMGA .	   	  Our	   recommendat ion	  was 	   that 	  we	  do	  not 	  need	  
this 	  des ig nat ion	  we	   recog niz e	  Mas ter	  Gardeners ,	   and	   if 	   their	  unit 	   recog niz es 	  
them	  as 	  an	  emeritus 	  MG	   they 	  are	   for	  our	  purposes 	  a	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  and	  
ent it led	   to	  be	  a	  member	  of 	  VMGA .	   	  You	   should	  also	   rec all	   that 	  A g ents 	  and	  other	  
Extens ion	  employees 	  are	  ent it led	   to	   join	  VMGA .	  

3 . Beg an	  a	  projec t 	   to	   t rac k	  Unit 	   impac t 	   throughout 	   the	   s tate	   –	  We	  need	   some	  
addit ional	  help	   to	  bring 	   this 	   to	   fruit ion.	   	  

4 . S tarted	  a	  web	  pag e	  dealing 	  with	  Budg et 	   impac ts 	   lis t ing 	   talk ing 	  points 	   for	   loc al	  
g overnment 	  off ic ials 	  and	   s tate	   leg is lators .	  

5 . We	  have	  been	  asked	  ques t ions 	   reg arding 	  ownership	  of 	  property 	  by 	  MG	  Unit s 	  and	  
how	  Unit s 	   c an	   func t ion	   in	   the	  absence	  of 	  A g ents 	  or	  Paid	  Coordinators .	   	  We	  hope	  
to	  put 	  on	  an	  educat ional	  event 	  dealing 	  with	   the	  budg et 	  dif f ic ult ies ,	   and	   lac k	  of 	  
paid	   c oordinators ,	   in	   this 	   c oming 	  year.	  

Communication	  Committee	  
Frank	  Rei l ly , 	  Chair 	  

	  Members: 	  Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  Kathryn	  Debnar, 	  Shelby	  Snyder, 	  Betsy	  Lyons, 	  Tom	  Bolt , 	  Paul 	  
Campbell , 	  George	  Graine, 	   	  

1 . A gain	  we	  prepared	  an	  advert is ing 	  presentat ion	   for	  MG	  Colleg e	  over	  2 3 6 2 	  people	  
v iewed	   it 	  on	   line	  or	  downloaded	   it 	  or	   c hec ked	  out 	   some	  of 	   the	  other	  Colleg e	  
orientat ion	  and	  A FQ	   f iles .	   	  We	  will	  do	   this 	  next 	   year	  and	  could	  use	   some	  pic tures 	  
that 	  you	   take	  here	  at 	  Colleg e	   this 	   year.	  

2 . November	  1 0 th	  marked	  our	   tenth	  anniversary 	  as 	  VMGA .net .	   	  We’ve	  g rown	   from	  
a	   s ing le	  pag e	  g iv ing 	   the	  minutes 	  of 	   the	   las t 	  meet ing 	   to	  a	   larg e	  web	  s ite	  with	  
more	   than	  4 8 0 	  pag es 	  of 	   c ontent 	  and	  more	   than	  4 7 ,0 0 0 	  unique	  v is itors 	  
annually .	   	  

3 . T he	  mos t 	  popular	  pag es 	  are:	  T he	  Front 	  Pag e,	  Calendar,	  Colleg e,	  and	  our	  v arious 	  
links 	  pag es .	  However	   some	  pag es 	   that 	  had	  more	   than	  5 0 0 	  v is itors 	   las t 	   year	  
inc lude	  –	  MG	  Gear	   ( our	   s ales 	  pag e) ,	   	   T he	  Endowment 	  Pag e,	  T he	  endowment 	  pag e	  
that 	  explains 	  how	   to	   set 	  up	  your	  Food	  L ine	   frequent 	   shopper	   c ard	   to	  benefit 	   the	  
endowment ,	  and	   the	  Unit 	   support 	  pag e	  which	  has 	   informat ion	  about 	  non-‐prof it 	  
s tatus ,	   s ales 	   tax 	  etc .	  

4 . Nearly 	  all	  of 	  our	  v is itors 	   v is it 	   the	   front 	  pag e	  during 	   their	   s tay .	   	  On	  averag e	   for	  
every 	  1 0 0 	  who	  enter	   through	   the	   front 	  pag e,	  only 	  3 5 	   leave	   the	   s ite	   from	   that 	  
pag e.	   	   T he	  balance	  of 	   v is itors 	   v is it 	   someplace	  else	   in	   the	   s ite.	   	   T his 	  makes 	   it 	   a	  
v ery 	  produc t ive	  plac e	   to	  make	  announcements ,	   and	   is 	  why 	  mos t 	  new	  messag es 	  
are	  ment ioned	   there.	  T he	  commit tee	  has 	  not ic ed	  a	   larg e	   reduc t ion	   in	   the	  number	  



of	  up-‐coming 	  events 	  pos ted	  on	   the	   s ite.	   	   T his 	   is 	   a	  wonderful	   resource	   for	  unit s 	  
to	  advert ise	  events .	  

5 . If 	   you	  unit 	  has 	  a	  webs ite,	  please	   look	   to	   see	   if 	  our	   lis t ing 	   for	   you	   is 	   c urrent .	   	  
Current ly 	   there	  are	  at 	   leas t 	  4 	  dead	   links ,	   and	  a	   few	  more	  pag es 	   that 	  have	  not 	  
been	  updated	   in	   so	   long 	   that 	   they 	   seem	  to	  be	  writ ten	   in	   L at in.	   	   	   If 	   you	  unit 	  does 	  
not 	  have	  a	  unit 	  web	  s ite	  we	  c an	  help	  you	  g et 	   s tarted	  and	  your	   s ite	   c an	  be	  
hos ted	  by 	  VMGA .net 	  

F inance	  Committee	  –	  Ted	  Jenks, 	  Chair 	  

Members: 	   	   J im	  Kincaid	  (Virginia	  Beach), 	  Bi l l 	  Scott 	  (Fairfax) 	  

Ted	  presented	  the	  proposed	  budget	  for	  2009.	  	  VMGA’s	  cash	  position	  remains	  strong,	  however,	  on	  a	  
long-‐term	  basis	  the	  Finance	  Committee	  continues	  to	  believe	  there	  are	  some	  critical	  areas	  that	  should	  be	  
addressed.	  

• F irs t ,	   the	  Member	  &	  Ros ter	  ac tual	  expenses 	   for	   the	  pas t 	   two	  years 	  have	  c ome	   in	  
under	   the	  budg et 	  of 	  $ 2 ,0 0 0 	  due	   to	  dis t ribut ing 	  direc tories 	   through	   the	  unit 	  
representat ives 	  which	  we	  believe	   is 	   v ery 	  pos it iv e.	  A ddit ional	   s av ing s 	   c ould	  be	  
realiz ed	   if 	   an	  elec t ronic 	   solut ion	  of 	   some	   type	  were	  ut iliz ed.	  A 	  way 	   to	   implement 	  
this 	  opt ion	   should	  be	   s tudied	   so	   that 	   if 	   it 	   is 	   required	   in	   the	   future	  we	  will	  be	  
ready .	  

• On	  a	   long -‐term	  bas is ,	   the	  Educat ion	  and	  News let ter	  prog rams ,	  which	  are	  making 	  
s ig nif ic ant 	   improvements 	   this 	   year,	  need	  cont inued	   rev iew	  by 	   the	  Board	  of 	  
Direc tors 	   to	  ensure	   that 	   these	  prog rams 	  prov ide	  a	  meaning ful	  and	   informat ive	  
benefit 	   to	   the	  membership.	   	   T hese	  prog rams 	   should	  be	   the	  answer	   to	   the	  
ques t ion,	   “What 	  benefit 	  does 	  a	  VMGA 	  member	   receive	   from	  his 	   ( her) 	  
membership	   in	   the	  org aniz at ion?”	   	   From	  a	   f inanc ial	   s tandpoint ,	   the	  educat ion	  
prog rams ,	  once	  es tablished	  as 	  a	   s t rong 	  c omponent 	  of 	  VMGA 	  membership,	   c ould	  
be	   s t ruc tured	   to	  produce	  a	   small	  prof it 	   to	  help	   c over	   the	   total	   c os t s 	  of 	   the	  
org aniz at ion.	   	  

• T he	  Commit tee	  believes 	   that 	   the	  name	  of 	   the	  L ifet ime	  membership	   c las s if ic at ion	  
should	  be	   rev iewed.	  Many 	  members 	  as sume	  once	   the	  L ifet ime	  dues 	  are	  paid,	  
they 	   remain	  a	   L ifet ime	  member	  whether	  or	  not 	   they 	  qualify 	  as 	  an	   “ac t ive”	  
Mas ter	  Gardener	  as 	   required	  by 	   the	  by laws 	   for	   this 	   c las s if ic at ion	  of 	  membership.	   	  
Perhaps 	  a	  name	  chang e	  or	  modif ic at ion	  of 	   the	  name	  would	  c larify 	   this 	   c onfus ion.	   	  

	  

	  VMGA,	   Inc.	  

FY2010	  Budget	  Assumptions	  

June	  1, 	  2009	  to	  May	  31, 	  2010	  

	  

	  

• Membership	  dues 	  are	  based	  upon	  prior	   year	  ac tual	   c ollec t ions . 	  



• Revenue	   from	  educat ion	  ac t iv it ies 	   is 	  projec ted	  on	  pas t 	  experience	  and	   forec as t 	  
to	  offset 	  expenses .	  

• Fundrais ing 	   revenue	   represents 	   income	   from	   the	   sale	  of 	   t -‐shirt s 	  and	  other	  
merchandise.	   	   S ilent 	  auc t ion	   revenue	  will	  be	  g iven	  direc t ly 	   to	   the	  V T 	  Foundat ion	  
and	  will	  not 	   f low	   through	  VMGA 	  records .	  

• T he	  combined	   line	   item	   for	  Communic at ion/ S upport 	  expenses 	   is 	   c omposed	  of 	  
$ 2 2 5 	   for	  Communic at ions 	  and	  $ 5 0 	   for	   the	  Unit 	   S upport 	  Commit tee.	  

• Educat ion	   represents 	   the	  expenses 	  of 	   FY2 0 1 0 	  educat ional	  ac t iv it ies 	   forec as t 	  at 	  
a	  break-‐even	   level.	   	  Refer	   to	   the	   related	   income	   in	   the	   revenue	   sec t ion	  of 	   the	  
budg et .	  

• EEF	  S cholarships 	  are	   forec as t 	   to	  be	  paid	   from	  operat ing 	   funds 	   in	  FY2 0 1 0 .	   	   T he	  
c urrent 	  VMGA 	  endowment 	  does 	  not 	  g enerate	   suff ic ient 	   revenue	   to	   fund	   the	  
s cholarships 	  and	  g rowth	  ac cumulat ion.	  

• Elec t ion	  expenses 	   represent 	   the	  es t imated	  cos t s 	  of 	   c onduc t ing 	   the	  biennial	  
elec t ion	  of 	  off ic ers 	  us ing 	  elec t ronic 	  means 	   like	   the	  news let ter	   is 	  done.	  
A pprox imately 	  4 5 0 	  ballot s 	  by 	  Email	   and	  1 2 5 	  by 	  U.S .	  Pos tal	   S erv ic e.	  

• Fundrais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  V T 	  Endowment 	   represent 	   the	  c ont ribut ion	  of 	   revenue	   from	  
the	   sale	  of 	  merchandise	  desc ribed	  above	   to	   the	  endowment 	   for	   the	   s tate	  
c oordinator.	  

• Membership	  &	  Ros ter	  expenses 	  approx imate	   the	  c os t s 	  of 	  produc ing 	   the	  
membership	  direc tory 	  and	  other	  expenses 	   incurred	   to	  acquire	  new	  members 	  and	  
renew	  members 	   in	  FY2 0 1 0 .	   	   If 	   an	  elec t ronic 	   solut ion	   for	   the	  direc tory 	  were	  
ut iliz ed,	  as 	  dis cus sed	   in	   the	  F inance	  Commit tee	   report ,	   these	  c os t s 	  would	  be	  
s ig nif ic ant ly 	   reduced.	  

• News let ter	  expenses 	  are	   c omposed	  of 	  $ 8 4 0 	   for	  print ing 	   c os t s 	  and	  $ 3 6 0 	   for	  
pos tag e	  and	   labels 	   to	  prov ide	   for	   the	  mailing 	  of 	  1 2 5 	   is sues .	   	   T his 	  as sumes 	   the	  
remaining 	  4 5 0 	  copies 	  are	  prov ided	  elec t ronic ally 	  by 	  email.	   	   	  

• S tate	  Fair	  expenses 	  are	   forec as t 	  at 	  $ 4 0 0 .	   	   T his 	   represents 	  an	   inc rease	  of 	  $ 5 0 	  
compared	   to	  FY2 0 0 9 .	  

Motion	  for	  the	  budget	  as	  presented	  was	  made,	  seconded	  and	  approved.	  The	  budget	  has	  been	  attached	  
to	  the	  annual	  minutes.	  

	  
Special 	  Committees:	  
P. 	  Diane	  Relf 	  Education	  Endowment	  Fund	  : 	  Paul 	  Campbell 	  Chair 	  

Committee	  Members:	  Ed	  Hazelwood	  (Hanover),	  Fran	  Gregory	  (Northern	  Shenandoah),	  Jim	  Revell	  
(Bedford),	  Jen	  Bainbridge	  (Halifax).	  All	  members	  have	  received	  this	  scholarship	  in	  the	  past.	  

Donations:	  In	  addition	  to	  the	  VMGA	  budgeted	  amount	  for	  these	  scholarships,	  donations	  were	  received	  
from	  the	  following	  individuals.	  	  

	  -‐Julie	  Denny,	  Debi	  Edwards,	  Penny	  Thompson,	  Seth	  Walton,	  	  

	  	  -‐Dawn	  Filipowicz	  in	  memory	  of	  Joan	  Pardee	  

	  	  -‐Corann	  Kitchen	  in	  memory	  of	  Catherine	  Mellichamp	  



	  	  -‐Susan	  Brock	  and	  family	  in	  memory	  of	  Louise	  via	  Burch	  

	  	  -‐Alexandra	  Wunderly	  of	  the	  deceased	  students	  and	  faculty	  VT	  

	  	  -‐Kathleen	  Turner	  in	  memory	  of	  the	  VA	  Tech	  students	  

	  	  	  -‐Gretchen	  Fisher	  in	  memory	  of	  Dick	  Ewing	  

Selections:	  Following	  review	  and	  evaluation	  of	  the	  submitted	  applications	  by	  the	  Committee,	  the	  
following	  individuals	  were	  nominated	  and	  selected	  for	  receipt	  of	  the	  2009	  Master	  Gardener	  College	  
Scholarships.	  The	  checks	  will	  be	  presented	  at	  a	  later	  date.	  

Selectees	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Unit	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ext	  Agt/Coordinator	  

Debbie	  Hizer	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Lynchburg	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Don	  Davis	  

Mary	  Lyons	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Prince	  George	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Scott	  Reiter	  

Sheela	  Macumber	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Chesapeake	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mike	  Andruczyk	  

Jack	  Price	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rappahannock	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Tim	  Ohlwiler	  

Peggy	  Stuart	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Fairfax	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Adria	  Bordas	  

Seth	  Walton	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Loudon	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Debbie	  Dillon	  

Seth	  Walton	  became	  sick	  and	  was	  unable	  to	  attend	  MG	  College	  so	  he	  will	  receive	  his	  scholarship	  next	  
year.	  	  	  

Endowment	  Committee	  : 	   	   	  Kathryn	  Debnar, 	  Chair 	  

	  Kathryn	  	  presented	  the	  financial	  history	  of	  the	  Endowment	  Fund	  and	  thanked	  everyone	  for	  attending	  
the	  Friday	  night	  	  reception,	  	  from	  the	  260	  attendees	  at	  MG	  College	  there	  have	  been	  seven	  	  major	  gifts	  1	  
($1000),	  2	  ($300),	  2	  ($200)	  and	  2	  ($50)	  and	  5	  have	  joined	  the	  	  50/5	  campaign.	  
VA	  State	  Coordinator	  Endowment	  Report	  
June	  12,	  2009	  
	  
	  	  	  	  Cash	  on	  Hand	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   $	  94,673.81	  
	  	  	  	  O/S	  Pledges	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   $	  18,	  940,	  00.00	  
	  	  	  	  Dempsey	  Deferred	  gift	  	  	   $100,000.00	  
	  	  	  	  Lerch	  Deferred	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  $	  50,000.00	  
	  	  	  	  Interest	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   $	  18,	  305,	  88.00	  
	  	  	  	  Total	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   $231,	  919,	  69.00	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
VA	  Green	  Industry	  Counci l : 	   	  Cheri 	  Haggerty, 	  Chair 	  
VMGA	  became	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Virginia	  Green	  Industry	  for	  a	  trial	  period	  of	  one	  year	  in	  2008.	  Since	  then	  
Master	  Gardeners	  have	  been	  active	  in	  the	  council	  by	  supplying	  volunteers	  for	  many	  events	  including	  
celebrating	  Arbor	  Day	  at	  the	  Capital	  and	  providing	  volunteers	  to	  staff	  the	  Fall	  Festival	  held	  in	  Richmond.	  
	  

Fund	  Rais ing: 	  Susan	  Giandomenico. 	  -‐ 	  Chair 	  
Susan	  was	  not	  present	  at	  the	  meeting,	  Betty	  reported	  that	  we	  have	  sold	  out	  of	  several	  of	  the	  new	  
pastel	  shirts	  and	  will	  be	  taking	  orders	  for	  future	  sales.	  	  During	  this	  year’s	  Master	  Gardener	  College	  
we	  collected	  almost	  $1900	  for	  sale	  of	  Master	  Gardener	  related	  items.	  	  

	  



Search	  for	  Excel lence: 	   	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Angela	  Cingale	  and	  Bud	  Gregory	   	  

S everal	  brave	  unit s 	  part ic ipated	   in	  our	   f irs t 	   S earch	   for	  V A .	  Exc llence	  Compet it ion	   this 	  
year.	   T he	   judg es 	  were	  very 	  enthis ias t ic 	  and	   share	   in	  our	  v is ion	   to	  have	  Mas ter	  
Gardeners 	   from	  V A 	  showcase	   some	  of 	   the	  bes t 	  projec t s 	  at 	   the	   Internat ional	  Mas ter	  

Gardener	   	  Conference.	   	  

S everal	  unit s 	  brought 	  Brag 	  Boards 	   to	  also	   showcase	  projec t s .	   T he	   judg es 	  asked	   that 	  
their	   recommendat ions 	  be	  dis t ributed	   to	  all	   ent ries .	  

Winner	  of 	   the	  S FE	  Compet ion	   :	   	  

Cent ral	  V A 	  –L ous ia	  1 st	   Plac e	  Community 	  S erv ic e,-‐	  hig hes t 	   s c ore	   for	  all	   c ateg ories 	  

Hill	  C ity 	  –	  1 st	  p lac e	  Youth	   	  Prog rams 	  

Northern	  V A .	  –	  1 st	  p lac e	  Workshops 	  and	  Presentat ions 	  

Hanover	  –	  2 nd	  plac e	  Youth	  prog rams 	  

Winners 	  of 	   the	  Brag 	  Board	  Compet it ion:	  

L oudoun	  County 	   :	  1 st	  p lac e	  Community 	  Food	   	  Resources 	  and	  Nut rit ion	  

V A 	  Beach	  –	  2 nd	  plac e	  Community 	  Food	  Resources 	  and	  Nut rit ion	   	   	  

	   York	  –	  1 st	  p lac e	  Hort 	  T herapy 	   	  

T hanks 	   	   to	  everyone	   that 	  part ic ipated.	   	   	   T he	   judg es 	  have	   reques ted	  mini	   t raining 	  
ses s ions ,	   inc luding 	  c rit iquing 	  pas t 	  presentat ions 	   to	  help	  us 	  prepare-‐	  we	  will	   keep	  
members 	   informed	  of 	   these	  events .	   	   	  

Remember	   the	  next 	   Internat ional	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Colleg e	  will	  be	   in	  our	  own	  bac k	  yard	  –	  
Wes t 	  V A 	   in	  2 0 1 1 .	   	  Get 	   ready 	   to	   showcase	  your	  unit 	  by 	  entering 	   in	   the	   	   S earch	   for	  V A 	  
Excellence	  c ompet it ion	  at 	  MG	  Colleg e	  next 	   year.	  

State	  Fair-‐ 	  Christy	  Brennan,	  Chair 	  
T he	  2 0 0 8 	  V A 	  S tate	  Fair	  was 	  a	  hug e	   suc ces s .	   	  Over	  6 ,0 0 0 	  contac ts 	  were	   reported	  and	  
this 	  does 	  not 	   inc lude	   the	   las t 	  weekend!	  

	  Over	   2 5 	   c ount ies 	   were	   represented	   by 	   the	   various 	   Mas ter	   Gardener	   unit s 	   which	  
volunteered.	   	   A 	   let ter	   from	   J ennifer	   Ros s ,	   Prog ram	   Manag er	   of 	   S tate	   Fair	   of 	   V A .	  
expres s ing 	   thanks 	   to	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  was 	   read.	   	  

T he	  Ext rac t ion	  of 	   S t rawberry 	  DNA 	  was 	  a	  hug e	  hit 	  with	   kids ,	   teachers ,	   and	  parents ,	   even	  
Governor	  K aine’s 	  wife	  and	  children	  c ame	  by 	   to	  part ic ipate	   in	  our	  demo.	  

T he	   "new	  and	   improved" 	  Hanover	   L andcare	   S tewards 	   F irewise	   L andscaping 	  model	  made	  
it s 	   debut 	   and	   was 	   featured	   in	   presentat ion	   by 	  Frank	   Reilly 	   of 	   the	   VMGA ,	   Dave	   C lose	  



( V CE	   Mas ter	   Gardener	   Coordinator	   from	   V A 	   T ech) 	   and	   Barb	   S teward	   of 	   the	   Nat ional	  
Park	  S erv ic e.	   	   	  

T his 	   y ear	   the	   S tate	   Fair	  will	   be	   held	   S eptember	   2 4 th	   through	  Oc tober	   4 th	   at 	   the	  Meadow	  
in	   Doswell,	   Caroline	   County .	   T he	   loc at ion	   is 	   exac t ly 	   one	   mile	   from	   K ing s 	   Dominion.	   T he	  
educat ion	  exhibit s 	  will	  open	  one	  hour	  earlier	  at 	  9 am.	  

V CE	   will	   have	   addit ional	   representat ion	   by 	   hav ing 	   a	   J r.	   Mas ter	   Gardener	   day 	   the	   f irs t 	  

S unday 	   and	   a	   Mas ter	   Naturalis t 	   day 	   on	   the	   second	   S unday .	   Please	   let 	   Chris ty 	   know	   if 	  
your	  g roup	  has 	  one	  of 	   these	  prog rams 	  and	   is 	   interes ted	   in	  part ic ipat ing .	   	   	  

T hank	  you	   to	  all	   the	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	   that 	  have	  volunteered	  with	   the	  S tate	   Fair	  making 	  
it 	   a	   suc ces s .	   	  

Remember	   to	   enter	   your	   plants 	   and	   harves t 	   at 	   the	   fair	   by 	   g oing 	   to	   the	   S tatefairv a.org .	  
-‐search	  under	   c ompet it ions .	  

Extension	  L ia ison	  -‐ 	  Dave	  Close, 	  MG	  Coordinator	  
	  

T his 	   is 	   the	  2 0 th	  anniversary 	  of 	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Colleg e	  and	   in	  honor	  of 	   this 	  event 	   –	  
Dave	   telephoned	  Cheri	  Hag g erty 	  during 	   the	  meet ing 	   for	  an	  announcement .	   	  Cheri	   read	  a	  
proc lamat ion	   from	  Governor	  K aine	  proc laiming 	   J une	  1 5 th	  –	   J une	  2 1 s t 	  as 	  Mas ter	  
Gardener	  Week.	  

Dave	  presented	  a	   framed	  copy 	  of 	   the	  Governor’s 	   let ter	  which	  will	  be	  on	  display 	   in	  his 	  
off ic e.	   	   	  

Record	  keeping 	  update-‐	  we	   s t ill	   do	  not 	  have	  a	  new	  one.	  

Handbook	  Update-‐	  half 	  of 	   the	  c hapters 	  are	  updated	   .	   Each	  unit 	  update	   is 	  published	   in	  
the	   In	  S eason,	   the	  S tate	  Coordinator	   	   	  public at ion.	   	  

Result s 	  of 	   the	  Nat ional	  Extens ion	  MG	  rev iew	   ( S S RDS ) -‐nat ionally 	  we	  are	   s t rong 	  with	  
9 4 ,8 0 5 	  volunteers 	  with	  over	  6 4 .5 	  million	  volunteer	   	  hours ,	   reported.	  T he	   	   rev iew	   is 	   to	  
make	   sure	   that 	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  have	  a	  voic e	   in	  Washing ton	  DC 	  by 	   informing 	  elec ted	   	  
off ic ials .	   	   	   	   	   	  

President’s 	  Report	   : 	  

T his 	   year	  VMGA 	  has 	   focused	  on	  our	  mis s ion	   to	  be	  a	   resource	   to	  all	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  
and	  a	   liaison	   to	  Cooperat iv e	  Extens ion.	   	  

T he	  VMGA 	  web	  s ite	  –	   informs 	  MGs 	   through	   the	  c alendar	  of 	  events 	  and	   links 	   to	  other	  
area	  events ,	  we	  are	  a	   s t rong 	  org aniz at ional	  presence	  at 	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Colleg e,	  we	  

publish	  a	  news let ter	   report ing 	  all	  unit s 	   from	  around	  V a.	  and	  we	  have	  bi-‐monthly 	  
meet ing s 	   in	  a	  different 	  dis t ric t .	   	  



T he	  unit 	   support 	   c ommit tee	   suc ces s fully 	  g uided	  a	  unit 	   to	  a	   fas t 	  5 0 1 ( 3 ) 	   c 	   s tatus 	  and	  
has 	  prepared	  a	  CD	  available	   for	  other	  unit s 	  who	  wish	  more	   informat ion.	  

VMGA 	  has 	  been	   ins t rumental	   in	   represent ing 	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	   to	   leg is lators 	  during 	   the	  
S tate	  Budg et 	  S es s ions .	  

VMGA 	  has 	  been	  part 	  of 	  a	  g rant 	  applic at ion	   for	   the	  Beaut iful	  Gardens 	  Prog ram.	  Mas ter	  
Gardeners 	  have	  been	  a	  part 	  of 	   this 	  prog ram	  s ince	  2 0 0 5 .	   	  

Unit 	   report s -‐	  we	  would	   like	   to	  encourag e	  all	  unit s 	   to	   let 	  us 	  know	  what ’s 	  g oing 	  on	  
around	   the	  S tate,	  please	   send	  us 	  a	   c opy 	  of 	   your	  news let ter	  and	  webs ite	  addres s .	   	  

T he	  VMGA 	  Educat ion	  Commit tee	   is 	  planning 	   several	  qualit y 	   c ont inuing 	  educat ion	  events 	  
this 	   year.	  

T he	  VMGA 	  promotes 	   fellowship	  during 	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  Colleg e	  and	   through	   the	  bi-‐
monthly 	  meet ing s 	   in	  each	  dis t ric t .	  

S everal	  Mas ter	  Gardeners 	  have	  been	  published	   in	   several	   g ardening 	  mag az ines ,	  Bet ty 	  
will	   forward	  more	   reques t 	   for	   ideas 	  and	   t ips 	   to	  all	  unit 	   reps .	  

A 	   reminder	   to.	   Inc lude	  V A 	  Cooperat ive	  Extens ion	  with	  your	  Mas ter	  Gardener	   t it le	  when	  

publishing .	   	   Exp.	   “Your	  name,	  V CE	  Mas ter	  Gardener”.	   	  

If 	   your	  unit 	  would	   like	   to	  Hos t 	  meet ing 	   in	  2 0 1 1 	  please	   let 	  us 	  know.	  

T hank	  you	   to	  Pat ty 	  Gamache	   for	  put t ing 	   tog ether	   the	  g oody 	  bag s 	   for	   this 	   year’s 	  MG	  
Colleg e.	   	  

We	  have	   several	   volunteer	  opportunit ies 	   for	  next 	   year	   so	  please	   let 	  Bet ty 	  know	   if 	   you	  
are	   interes ted	   in	  volunteering 	   for	  either	   	  

-‐ 	  Goody 	  bag s 	   for	  2 0 1 0 	  MG	  Colleg e	  

-‐	   S ilent 	  A uc t ion	  –	   the	  big 	   fund	   raiser	   for	   the	  Endowment 	   fund	  

New	  Bus ines s -‐	  Hugh	  Rooney 	  –	   sug g es t ion	   to	  develop	  a	  mailing 	   lis t 	   for	  members 	  only 	   for	  
the	  elec t ronic 	   is sue	  of 	   the	  membership	  direc tory .	  

T his 	   is sue	  has 	  been	  dis cus sed	  and	  we	  are	   c urrent ly 	  working 	  on	   resolv ing 	   security 	  

is sues .	  

T he	  next 	  VMGA 	  Board	  meet ing 	  will	  be	  held	   the	  C lay tor	  Nature	  Center,	  Bedford,	  hos ted	  
by 	  Hill	  C ity 	  Mas ter	  Gardeners .	  

Meet ing 	  A djourned,	  8 :1 5 pm	  

Announcements	  

S ites	  for	  the	  VMGA	  Bi-‐Monthly	  Meetings	  –	   	   	  



	  

A ug us t -‐	  Bedford	  

Oc tober	  –	   L ex ing ton	  area	   	   	  

December-‐	  V A 	  Beach	  

Respec t fully 	   submit ted,	  

	  Chris ty 	  Brennan,	  VMGA 	  S ec retary 	  

	  

	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  VMGA,	   Inc. 	   	   	  

	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  Proposed	  FY2010	  
Budget	   	   	  

	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   June	  1,2009	  to	  May	  
31,2010	   	   	  

Income	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Membership	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  Reg ular	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   $ 	   	   	   	  
1 ,4 0 0 	   	  

	  
	   	   L ifet ime/ A dvanced	  
Payments 	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
4 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   T otal	  Membership	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
5 ,4 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Gift s 	   for	  EEF 	  S cholarships 	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
-‐ 	   	  

	   Educat ion	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
3 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   Fundrais ing 	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
1 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  



T otal	   Income	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   $ 	   	   	   	  
9 ,4 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Expenses 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Communic at ion/ S upport 	   	   	   	  
	   $ 	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2 7 5 	   	  

	   Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Commit tee	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
1 0 0 	   	  

	   Educat ion	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
3 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

6 0 0 	   	  

	   E lec t ions 	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
1 2 5 	   	  

	   Fundrais ing 	  Commit tee	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
5 0 	   	  

	   Fundrais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  V T 	  Endowment 	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
1 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   Market ing 	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
3 0 0 	   	  

	   Membership	  &	  Ros ter	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
2 ,0 0 0 	   	  

	   News let ter	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
1 ,2 0 0 	   	  

	   S tate	  Fair	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
4 0 0 	   	  

	   Off ic ers ' 	   Expense	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Pres ident 	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
1 2 5 	   	  

	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
2 5 	   	  



	   	   	   S ec retary 	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
1 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   T reasurer	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
1 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

T otal	  Expenses 	   	   	   	   	   	  
	   $ 	   	   	   	  
9 ,4 0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  

V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  A s soc iat ion,	   Inc 	  

A nnual	  T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

J une	  2 0 ,	  2 0 0 9 	  

	   	   	   Balance	  Sheet	   	   	  

	   	  
Data	  A s 	  

OF:	   5 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 9 	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Assets 	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Chec king 	  A c count 	  
Balance	   	   	   	   $ 9 ,4 5 2 .5 3 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
PDR	  Educat ion	  Endowment 	  CD	  
Balance	   	   	   $ 1 3 ,9 4 3 .3 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Reserve	  CD	  # 1 	  Balance	   	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Reserve	  CD	  # 2 	  Balance	   	   	   	   $ 4 ,7 3 5 .1 9 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Future	  Dues 	  CD	  Balance	   	   	   	   $ 5 ,8 6 4 .4 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  



	   Fundrais ing 	   Inventory 	   	   	   	   $ 7 8 8 .9 8 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Total 	  Assets	   	   $ 3 4 ,7 8 4 .4 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

L iabi l i t ies 	   	   	   	   	  

	   Unearned	   Income	   -‐	   Future	  Dues 	   	   	   $ 9 ,5 3 1 .0 1 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  
Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Funds 	  
Payable	   	   	   $ 1 ,0 7 8 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Coordinator	  Endowment 	  Fundrais ing 	  Gift s 	  Payable	   	   $ 1 ,4 1 1 .8 8 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Res t ric ted	  Gift s 	   for	  S cholarships 	   	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   Total 	  L iabi l i t ies 	   	   $ 1 2 ,0 2 0 .8 9 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

Net	  Assets 	   	   	   	   	  

	   A c cumulated	  Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 2 0 ,4 9 6 .5 7 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   Current 	  Year	  Earning s 	   	   	   	   $ 2 ,2 6 6 .9 4 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	  
Total 	  Net	  

Assets 	   	   $ 2 2 ,7 6 3 .5 1 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  



	   	   	  
Total 	  L iabi l i t ies	  
and	  Net	  Assets 	   	   $ 3 4 ,7 8 4 .4 0 	  

	  

V irg inia	  Mas ter	  Gardener	  A s soc iat ion,	   Inc 	  

A nnual	  T reasurer’s 	  Report 	  

J une	  2 0 ,	  2 0 0 9 	  

	  

Chec king 	  

Balance	  as 	  of 	  
5 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 8 	   	   	   	   	   $ 6 ,7 1 4 .8 6 	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   Receipts 	   	   	   	   $ 7 ,9 5 7 .0 7 	  

	   	   	   Coord	  Endowment 	  Gift s 	   $ 1 ,0 7 8 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   FY 	  1 0 -‐1 9 	  dues 	   $ 3 ,7 8 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
FY 	  0 9 	  dues 	   ( c urrent 	  
FY ) 	   $ 1 ,1 0 8 .6 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Fundrais ing 	   	   $ 1 ,7 6 0 .4 7 	   	  

	   	   	   Gift 	   for	  EEF 	   	   $ 2 3 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Res t ric ted	  Gift 	   for	  
S cholarship	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   D isbursements 	   	   	   	  
-‐

$ 4 ,6 9 2 .8 5 	  

	   	   	   Comm/ S upport 	   -‐$ 7 2 3 .1 2 	   	  

	   	   	  
Coord	  Endowment 	  

Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Coord	  Endow	  Gift 	  
T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Educat ion	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Educat ion	  S cholarship-‐

-‐$ 3 5 0 .0 0 	   	  



S pec 	  

	   	   	   EEF 	  S cholarships 	   -‐$ 6 0 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   E lec t ions 	   	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Fund	  Rais ing 	  Cmte	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
Fund	  Rais ing 	  Gift s 	   to	  
Endowment 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Market ing 	   	   -‐$ 2 2 5 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Membership	  &	  Ros ter	  
-‐

$ 1 ,3 4 2 .3 2 	   	  

	   	   	   News let ter	   	   -‐$ 7 7 8 .6 3 	   	  

	   	   	   S tate	  Fair	   	   -‐$ 4 2 0 .5 7 	   	  

	   	   	   Off ic ers 	  Expense	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   Pres ident 	   	   -‐$ 9 8 .0 9 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  V ic e	  Pres ident 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	  
	   	   	  
S ec retary 	   	   -‐$ 6 2 .2 1 	   	  

	   	   	  
	   	   	  
T reasurer	   	   -‐$ 9 2 .9 1 	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   T rans fers 	   	   	   	   -‐$ 5 2 6 .5 5 	  

	   	   	   EEF 	  Gift 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   L ifet ime	  Dues 	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Reserve	  CD	  T rans fers 	   $ 0 .0 0 	   	  

	   	   	   Fundrais ing 	   Inventory 	   	   -‐5 2 6 .5 5 	   	  

	  

Chec king 	  
Balance	  as 	  of 	   5 / 3 1 / 2 0 0 9 	   	   	   	   $ 9 ,4 5 2 .5 3 	  

	  


